
A community publication of Copperarea.com

September 2016
Volume 9 Number 11

Carla Keaton’s
‘sharecropper 
stories’,
pages 4-5

GLOBE
MURDER
MYSTERY

pages 8-10

FREE

P
h

o
to

 b
y C

at B
ro

w
n



2 Pinal Nugget September 2016

NUGGET
Covering the Copper Corridor Communities of Globe, Miami, 
Superior, Kearny, Hayden, Winkelman, Dudleyville, Aravaipa, 

Mammoth,
San Manuel, Oracle, SaddleBrooke and Catalina.

James Carnes…....................................................Publisher
Jennifer Carnes.........................................… Managing Editor
Michael Carnes…..................................General Manager
Mila Besich-Lira.........................................Advertising Director
John Hernandez................................................Reporter
Cat Brown........................................................Reporter

Email: 
Submissions & Letters: jenniferc@MinerSunBasin.com Advertising 

& Questions: michaelc@MinerSunBasin.com

CopperArea.com
Find us at Facebook.com/PinalNugget

Follow us on twitter.com/CopperAreaCom

Published the fourth week of each month. Business office is located 
at 139 8th Ave, P.O. Box 60, San Manuel, AZ 85631. Subscription 
rates paid in advance: $9.00 per year or $5.00 for 6 months  U.S. 
Change of address should be sent to the publishers at P.O. Box 60, 
San Manuel, AZ 85631.

Member: Arizona Newspaper Association.

Telephone 
San Manuel Office: (520) 385-2266

San Manuel Office Fax (520) 385-4666
Kearny Office: (520) 363-5554   

Kearny Office Fax (520) 363-9663

“We sure could use a little good news today.”
— Anne Murray

_______________________________________

Advertising Information
Please call (520) 385-2266 for more information or 
email Mila Besich-Lira at mila.lira19@gmail.com

TRADITION

Apache Crown 
Dancers perform at 
Apache Jii in Globe. 
The traditional 
dancers will be 
performing again 
this year.

  The downtown corridor of historic 
Globe will be a pageant of color and 
sound on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016 as 
the 33rd annual Apache Jii (Day) 
celebration gets under way. 

Globe’s annual 
Apache Day set 
for October 15

  A full day of entertainment, arts and crafts booths and 
savory foods is planned for the event, which will held in front 
of the historic courthouse in downtown Globe. Tribal royalty 
in full traditional dress and native entertainers from flute 
players to hoop dancers will be on hand for a day packed 
with activities. This year, we are working on a live art event 
where painters will be on a time deadline to finish large scale 
pieces.
  The day begins in the courthouse square at the corner of 
Broad and Oak, one block east of the US 60 Highway in 
Globe. Opening ceremonies feature a traditional Apache 
prayer, followed with the national anthem sung in Apache. 
  Booths featuring jewelry, painting, beading, wood and 
stone carving and more are planned for the street fair. 
Entertainment, including crown dancers, hoop dancers and 
native flute players, is planned throughout the day and no 
one will go hungry if they stop by the food booths which 
will feature everything from delicious Apache fry bread and 
Indian tacos to more traditional dishes like acorn stew.
  There is no admission charge for Apache Jii; the festival has 
grown every year and offers a unique chance for visitors to 
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DIRECTIONS

From Tucson, head north on SR 77 then 
west on U.S. Hwy 60/70. From Phoenix, 
head east on U.S. Hwy 60. Follow the 
signs when you arrive in Globe.

  
  

      
     
       
       
   



    

       
      
      




      
      
        
       

  





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      
    
  
         
      



     



     

     




        
     

 
         

        
  
        

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GLOBE, AZ

talk one-on-one with Native Americans 
from throughout the Southwest. There 
is nothing like choosing a piece of 
jewelry or artwork after visiting with 
the artist who designed it.
  Apache Jii is hosted by the Globe-
Miami Chamber of Commerce in 
conjunction with Apache Gold 
Casino and Resort, Hensley Beverage 
Distributors, APS and the city of 
Globe.
For information on Apache Jii, call the 
Globe-Miami Chamber of Commerce 
at 928-425-4495.
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Carla Keaton:
telling the sharecroppers’ stories

 “I love history. I love 

other people’s stories. 

I love telling people’s 

stories.

   In the town of Superior, Arizona at the base of the mountains surrounding Apache 
Leap, there is a row of small shops that line Main Street. Inside one of these shops, 
Smokey’s Mercantile, you will find Artist Carla Keaton in her gallery Keaton Fine Art 
& Global Encounters. When you walk into Carla’s gallery, the first thing you notice 
are the beautiful paintings hanging on the wall. 

BY CAT BROWN
PINAL NUGGET

   Carla Keaton did not grow 
up aspiring to be an artist; 
she came from working class 
parents and grew up in a time 
when she says, “There was not 
as much support for artists.” 
Art was considered something 
you did only as a hobby. Carla 
loved to draw and was always 
drawing as a kid, but it wasn’t 
until she was in high school 

that she started thinking 
seriously about pursuing a 
career as an artist. 
   Born in Chicago, Carla grew 
up in Minneapolis. At age 26 
she moved to Arizona where 
she went to the University of 
Arizona for illustration and 
then later headed to Arizona 
State University to study 
Fine Art. While in college, 

she started painting. She was 
drawn to beautiful paintings 
and was looking for a new 
challenge since she felt she had 
mastered the art of drawing.  
She started painting with dry 
pastels and then moved into 
working with acrylics until 
she eventually learned how to 
paint with oils. Now she paints 
mainly in oils.  

   She loves both drawing and 
painting, and her choice of 
medium depends entirely 
on her mood. She picks up a 
pencil to draw when she says, 
“I want to labor over something 
for hours. There is something 
therapeutic about working with 
a pencil.” 
   The subjects in Carla’s 
artwork range from young 
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1812 W. American Ave., Oracle, AZ
(520) 896-9099 • (520) 400-0242 (Cell)

www.olhoracle.com

Stop by our offi ce for a complete listing of available homes, manufactured 
homes and land for sale in Oracle and the surrounding area.

108 E. Ave. H, San Manuel      MLS#: 21601824
Unique home features a 4th bedroom and large 
family room addition with French doors, outdoor 
access, custom lighting, all heated and cooled. 
Home is in excellent shape, well maintained, nicely 
painted with neutral colors, and white raised panel 
doors, upgraded fi xtures. Kitchen  updated and 
includes a side-by-side refrigerator, dishwasher, and 
large pantry. Both bathrooms have been remodeled 
with all new fi xtures and plumbing. Landscaped 
yard with a covered carport. Fenced backyard with 
uncovered patio, 2 sheds and views. Washer/dryer 
and carport awning will not convey. $118,000

571 N. Las Flores Dr., Oracle      MLS#: 21621402  
Immaculate home on hilltop with gorgeous 
mountain views. This home shows pride of 
ownership. Kitchen has chiseled edge granite 
countertops and wood fl ooring. Back yard is 
beautifully landscaped with built in BBQ, water 
feature, and block fence. Side yard has a 8x8 
shed. Guest bathroom and master bathroom 
have granite countertops. All appliances and 
window coverings stay. Sit on the front porch 
and enjoy the beautiful lawn, views and Oracle 
weather! Just 30 minutes from Oro Valley. 
$170,000

Carla Keaton painted this piece when she was having a rough time 
as a single mother.

THE DINNER TABLE

children to adults.  One of the 
paintings that stands out in the 
gallery space is of an older man 
with a young boy on his lap. It 
is a reproduction of an artist 
Carla loves, Henry Ossawa 
Tanner. She loved the original 
painting so much she wanted 
to paint it, but she changed 
things in her version to make 
the painting more her own.  
One of those changes – in the 
original painting called “The 

Banjo Lesson” – the boy has a 
banjo in his lap; but in Carla’s 
version there is a mp3 player in 
the boy’s hand.
   On another wall, you will find 
four pieces from a series of 
paintings Carla did depicting 
single moms. Carla is a single 
mom herself. When asked 
what her favorite piece is in 
the gallery, Carla motions to 
the painting of a woman and a 
young girl sitting across a table 

from each other. The woman 
in the painting is Carla, and 
the young girl is her daughter. 
Carla says the painting was 
done during a period when 
she was having a rough time 
as a single mom.  The piece is 
called “The Dinner Table.” The 
surface of the table is empty. 
The empty surface is symbolic 
rather than literal.
   Carla has spent a lot of time 
recently doing commission 
work creating portraits. The 
work helps pay the bills, but all 
the commission work hasn’t 
left her much time to spend on 
her own work. But that’s about 
to change. She is going to stop 
taking commissions, and she’s 
going to devote all her time 
to a new project.  Last year 
Carla put in for a grant from 
the Arizona Commission on 
the Arts to do a project about 
sharecropping in the South.  
This year she was awarded 
the grant, just one of 10 grant 
recipients selected out of the 
150 that applied.  

   The idea for the 
sharecropping project came 
about because of Carla’s dual 
degree in Fine Art and Physical 
Anthropology. When she 
first came to Arizona, Carla 
volunteered her time with 
Southwest Archaeology Team.  
One of the things the group 
does is go out and help restore 
historical buildings. It was on 
her first journey out with this 
group that Carla visited the old 
school house in Eloy, Arizona.  
Carla didn’t know much about 
the history of Arizona, and she 
was surprised to learn that 
this particular school house 
was used to teach the children 
of the migrant workers that 
were picking cotton in the Eloy 
cotton fields back in the 1930’s.  
Even more surprising—many 
of those migrant workers were 
African American.
   Carla’s father was a 
sharecropper in Mississippi. 
It was during a visit to the old 
Eloy school house that her 

Carla Keaton’s ‘The Day at the Zoo’ is rendered in colored pencil.

AMAZING TEXTURE

Continued on page 14
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The ruins at Fortaleza

Some archeologists 

believe Fortleza was 

built to protect trade 

routes for the valuable 

resources this arid 

landscape had to offer, 

obsidian, seashells, and 

especially salt. 

  We park beside an old corral.  Near the corral, stands a ramada with 
a thatched roof made of ocotillo sticks.  These ocotillo ramadas are a 
definitive cultural trait of the O‘odham, descendants of the Hohokam.  

BY GARY EVERY
PINAL NUGGET

  The wooden gates of the corral are 
adorned with a skinned javelina hide, 
skull still smiling inside.  The dead 
javelina is draped across the wooden 
post closest to the gate.  I hesitate, not 
sure if this gruesome omen is a warning 
to keep intruders away.  As soon as 
we drop out of sight of the road there 
is a sweat lodge.  We are approaching 
an ancient place which still holds 
spiritual value for the Native American 
neighbors who live near by.
  Fortaleza is typical of Hohokam 
settlements in this region.  The 
name Fortaleza translates from the 
Spanish as “hilltop fortress” which 
describes this site perfectly.  The 
village is perched atop the mountain.  
Two sides of the butte are sheer and 

impenetrable.  Two sides of the butte 
funnel up steep narrow canyons and 
reach the top at the same place.  There 
is a large stone wall which runs the 
entire width of the mesa.  Nearly all 
of the cities from this period of the 
Hohokam culture were large hilltop 
structures.  Some archeologists believe 
Fortaleza was built to protect trade 
routes for the valuable resources this 
arid landscape had to offer, obsidian, 
seashells, and especially salt.  Fortaleza 
may have been built mainly to protect 
the salt trade.  Other archeologists are 
skeptical, noting there are no signs of 
warfare at any of these hilltop sites.  
They state that the lack of water may 
have made them indefensible for very 
long.  These archeologists believe 
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the hilltop fortresses may have been 
palaces for the elite. 
  J. Cameron Greenleaf was part of an 
excavation in the 1960s (reconstructing 
most of the rooms) and noted the 
similarities of Fortaleza with Hohokam 
sites in the Tucson area.  Greenleaf 
believed that migrants from the Tucson 
area built Fortaleza, placing themselves 
high on the mesa top, perhaps to 
protect themselves from the Yuman 
peoples who were just then moving east 
ward from the Colorado River.
  Our hike to the ruins is flat.  We 
stroll through a field of dead desert 
willows and tamarisks, none of these 
trees more than skinny saplings.  This 
arboreal cemetery is the remnants of a 
gigantic flood in 1993.  The floodwaters 
backed up from the Painted Rocks 
Dam far and wide for miles.  Painted 
Rocks Dam was intended to create a 
revenue generating recreational site 
for boaters and fisherman.  Instead the 
water was found to be highly polluted.  
The 1993 flood unintentionally filled 
a vast area behind the dam which the 
desert willow and tamarisks quickly 
took advantage of, roots taking hold 
everywhere as the trees dreamed of 
establishing a forest.  The vast shallow 

lake slowly dried up, leaving behind 
expansive mud flats and a sapling 
graveyard of young trees all the same 
age.
  We cross the dry riverbed, bursting 
through a wall of tumbleweeds lining 
the riverbanks.  It is sad to walk the 
dry sandy bed of a river which once 
ran to the sea.  In 1697 Conquistador 
Juan Mateo Manje described the Gila 
River as a navigable waterway.  When 
archeologist J. Cameron Greenleaf 
excavated Fortaleza they found 
among the trash pile, the vertebrate 
of squawfish.  Squawfish can grow up 
to sixty pounds and any river which 
could support a fish that big had 
plenty of water.  This area is filled 
with prehistoric canals and farms.  
George Webb in his book, A Pima 
Remembers, writes of the Gila River he 
remembered from his youth, “The red 
wing blackbirds would sing in the trees 
and fly down to look for bugs along 
the ditches.  Their song always means 
that there is water close by as they will 
not sing if there is not water splashing 
somewhere.  The green of those Pima 
fields spread along the river for many 
miles in the old days when there was 
plenty of water.  Now the river is an 

empty bed full of sand.  Now you can 
stand in the same place and see the 
wind tearing pieces of bark off the 
cottonwood trees along the dry ditches.  
The dead trees stand like white bones.  
The red wing blackbirds have gone 
somewhere else.” 
  We scramble up the soft sand of the 
riverbank, bursting through another 
dry, brittle layer of tumbleweeds.  We 
are directly beneath the volcanic butte 
which hosts Fortaleza.  Even beneath 
a weak January sun, the black rock 
shimmers warmly.  We search for a 
route up the cliffs as scattered rock 
writings appear.  At the base of one 
extensive petroglyph panel we find a 
pair of hammer stones.  Were these 
stones used to etch the petroglyph 
images into this boulder? 
  The route up the mesa is steep and 
winding.  Whoever was living on top 
could have lobbed large heavy stones 
on those approaching from below.  
Near the top of the ravine, the first 
ruins appear, stone walls perched 
precariously on the precipice.  There 
are three ruins, each of them a single 
room building, stone walls standing 
waist high.  The buildings would be in 

Continued on page 13

SWEAT LODGE
An ancient place which still holds 

spiritual value for the Native 

American neighbors. 

PERMISSION NEEDED
Hikers must gain the permission of 

the San Lucy District before hiking 

Fortaleza. 
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The Globe International
Murder Mystery...the plot thickens

The murder of Joseph 

Ludwig was never solved 

nor was the death of 

Richard Vecklund.

BY JOHN HERNANDEZ
PINAL NUGGET

  In the early 1900s, the International Lodging House in Globe, Arizona was the 
scene of not one, but two suspicious deaths that left officials struggling to solve.
  In October of 1906 the International 
Lodging House was the scene of what the 
Daily Arizona Silver Belt newspaper called 
the “worst murder in Globe history.” The 
article began, “What is believed to be the 
most horrible and mysterious murder 
in the annals of Gila County history was 
disclosed Sunday afternoon when the body 
of Joseph Ludwig, a miner most recently 
employed at the Big Johnny mine, was 
found in a canyon leading into the foothills 
about a mile from the city and several 
hundred yards south of Bohse’s Laundry.”
  The article went on to tell the story of the 
murder and what was known so far. The 

body had been found by H.C. Houser, an 
employee of the Arizona Silver Belt. He 
had been out hunting with two small boys, 
Glenn Schuck and Warren Davies. Houser 
immediately reported the finding to the 
Sheriff’s office. After viewing the murder 
scene authorities took the body to the 
undertaking establishment of F.L. Jones 
& Son. Within a few days a $350 reward 
was offered for information leading to the 
capture and conviction of the perpetrator 
or perpetrators. 
  Thirteen months after Ludwig’s murder 
another incident at the International 
Lodging House brought the unsolved 

case to the public’s attention again. Some 
of the circumstances of the incident in a 
way added to the mystery of the Ludwig 
murder. On  Sunday afternoon, Nov. 17, 
1907, the body of Richard Vecklund was 
found in room #18 of the International 
Lodging House. The November 19th 
issue of the Arizona Silver Belt reported 
that “Hattie Jackson, the colored woman 
who does the chamber work, discovered 
the remains at 2 o’clock and notified the 
authorities. A post mortem examination 
held Sunday evening showed that 
Vecklund came to his death by poisoning. 
The stomach will be sent to San Francisco 
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REWARD
An ad for a reward leading to 

the arrest and conviction of the 

murderers of Joseph Ludwig 

appeared in the Arizona Silver Belt 

newspaper.

for chemical analysis.”
  The article went on to recall the 
tale of the Ludwig murder and the 
perhaps coincidental connection with 
circumstances in Vecklund’s death. “For 
the second time in 13 months Room 18 in 
the International hotel on Lower Broad 
Street has become involved in a murder 
mystery and, although the latest crime 
is not so puzzling, there is something so 
uncanny about it that already there has 
been traced a possible connection between 
the two. Could the musty walls of Room 
18 talk, two tales of crime that would rival 
many of the Lecoq and Holmes style would 
probably be told.” The referral was to 
Monsieur Lecoq a policeman in detective 
novels by French writer Emile Gaboriau 
and of course Sherlock Holmes by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle. The books were 
popular in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
  On Saturday night close to midnight, 
officers Floyd Blevins and Pollard Pearson 
came upon a man who appeared to be 
passed out lying in front of a house in 
the “red light district.”  The two officers 
attempted to awaken the man but were 
unable to and determined that he had been 
drugged. As they attempted to lift him he 
opened his eyes. The officers asked him 
where he lived. In a weak voice he said 
“Room 18, International.” The officers took 
him to the International and placed him in 
the bed in room 18.  
  It was reported by the Silver Belt, “But 
the uncanny as well as most mysterious 
feature of the affair is that Vecklund did 
not room in ‘Room 18, International,’ 
three of his friends who had been with 
him earlier in the evening testifying at the 

coroner’s inquest yesterday morning that 
the deceased during his short stay in Globe 
roomed at the Central house, on Broad 
street, near Cedar, four blocks from the 
International, and so far as they knew had 
never taken a room at the latter.”  
  What made Vecklund say Room 18? The 
newspapers asked, “Was Vecklund in some 
mysterious manner involved in the Ludwig 
crime and did he in his drugged condition 
give that answer because the effect of the 
drug brought back to his benumbed brain 
recollection of that crime?” They also 
pointed out the Hattie Jackson connection. 
Jackson had testified that she had seen 
Ludwig walk out of the International 
with something around his neck even 
though four prominent physicians said 
that Ludwig would not have been able to 
leave the room without assistance if at all. 
Now she had found the body of Vecklund, 
himself a victim of murder.  
  On the night of the crime, Vecklund, 
along with three of his friends, Felix 
Hendrickson, John Hoffman and Victor 
Hargulin, had gone to the “tenderloin 
district” looking for a 
good time. The friends testified at the 
inquest that they last saw him around 
9:30 and that he had $100 on him. The 
police officers said that he did not have 
any money on him when they found him. 
It was believed he had been given “knock 
out drops” by one of the prostitutes who 
worked the area.  
  Vecklund was 25 years old and a native of 
Finland. He had been in the United States 
for 10 years and had lived in Globe for the 
past two years. He had worked as a miner 

Book Your Child a Ticket to the Imagination Library!

United Way Pinal County

The Little Engine That Could, I Think I Can, and all related titles, logos and characters 
are trademarks of Penguin Group (USA) Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

www.imaginationlibrary.com

Enroll your child in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library and we’ll send them a FREE BOOK 
every month until their fi fth birthday.
The time you spend reading with your child opens their mind to faraway places, exciting 
adventures and sets them on the pathway to an interest in lifelong learning.
Read to your child – it’s a wise investment in their future and the future of our community.

If your child lives in a Copper Corridor Community, register for Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library with your local FFN/Head Start/Blake Foundation.

The Gift that Speaks 
Volumes for our 

Community’s Future!

Continued on page 10
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on Lower Pinto Creek and was a member of 
the Pinto Creek Miner’s Union. His latest 
job was at Power’s Gulch.
  The Silver Belt reported on November 
20th that three people had been arrested 
for suspicion of the murder of Vecklund. 
Ada Berry, colored; Elena Mendoza and 
George Young, colored, were “charged with 
complicity in causing the death of Richard 
Vecklund by use of drugs.” They were 
bound for the grand jury. It was alleged 
that Mendoza had been overheard talking 
to someone about drugging Vecklund. The 
witness said that she had pointed to the 
passed out Vecklund and told the “negro” 
she had been talking to, “Do you see that 
guy there? Well he had a big roll when he 
came here and it took four bottles to get 
it away from him.” Ada Berry had been 
overheard arguing with a man. He had 
been telling her to give him back the money 
she had taken from him. George Young 
lived with Berry and was believed to be 

her pimp. The newspaper said, “All of the 
suspects are confirmed dope fiends.” 
  On November 21st the Silver Belt 
reported that Pasqual Nigro the owner 
of the International had complained that 
the publicity that his rooming house had 
received over the murder of Vecklund had 
“greatly injured the business of the place.”  
He threatened to bring charges against 
the officers that took Vecklund to the 
International. 
  “Mr. Nigro claims that the officers took 
Vecklund to the International without 
authority because it was nearby, and 
unlocked the door of Room 18 with their 
own keys and put Vecklund to bed there 
without authority from him, although they 
knew where he could be found. He states 
that the room has been unoccupied for over 
a month and had been kept locked, it being 
only through accident that Vecklund’s body 
was discovered. Mr. Nigro claims that the 
officers knew that the young miner had 

been drugged and that they should have 
seen that he secured medical attendance.” 
Pasquale Nigro would die on Jan. 4, 1908 
from injuries he suffered after being 
thrown from his buggy.
  At the grand jury hearing, Elena Mendoza 
was indicted for the murder of Vecklund. 
Ada Berry and George Young were 
released. On December 14, 1907 Mendoza 
was given her freedom when the results 
of the chemical tests came back from San 
Francisco. The test showed there were no 
traces of poison in Vecklund’s stomach. 
Because the indictment had said the death 
was caused by poisoning, charges had to be 
dropped. 
  The murder of Joseph Ludwig was never 
solved nor was the death of Richard 
Vecklund. Perhaps their spirits still roam 
the building which is alleged to be haunted, 
searching for justice. 
  Missed the first half of the story? Read it 
online at http://bit.ly/2c03XTS.

Murder Mystery
Continued from page 9
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Oracle Foothills Realty
www.oraclefoothillsrealty.com

Roger D. Douglas, PCAM
Broker

roger@oraclefoothillsrealty.com

O�  ce: 520-896-2498
Fax: 520-896-2496

Mobile: 928-919-2788

Members of the “TARMLS – SEVRARARMLS & 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INSTITUTE (CAI)”

FAX – COPIES – NOTARY SERVICES AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT

ORACLE SAN MANUEL

SAN MANUEL SAN MANUEL

ORACLE ORACLE ORACLE

ORACLE ORACLE ORACLE

$129,900

560 N. Redbud 
Pl. – 3bd/2ba with 

400sqft studio/
garage. “As Is.” 

Great price.

106 Ave. B – 
3bd/1ba with 

laundry room and 
fenced yard.

$55,000 $215,000

540 Camino Yucca 
– 3bd/2ba custom 

home. Plenty of 
extras. Porches & 

gazebo.

$187,500

5.2 acres o�  Cody 
Loop – water/

power, trails, state 
land on west, 

boulders, trees

$185,500

415 Circle Dr. – 1.3 
acre, 2bd/2ba home 
& 1bd/1ba cottage. 

Views, views, 
views.

$40,000

1700 Calle 
Valencia – 

2bd/2ba, laundry 
room, workshop, 
covered porches.

610 Webb Dr. – 
3bd/1ba fenced. Do 

a little work & save a 
lot of money. Priced 

to sell.

$40,000 $30,000

Campo Bonito 
– Vacant 20 ac. 

Great location, out 
of town. Stick or 
manufactured.

$35,000

615 6th Ave. – 
3bd/1ba nice home 
and fenced yard. 
Storage shed & 

carport.

$95,000

On Viento – 1.71 
ac buildable parcel. 
Septic req/utilities 

at street. Beautiful. 
Make o� er.

Open 7 days a week • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

German Weekend at Oracle Inn
Sept. 9th, 10th & 11th

Enjoy Live Music in the Lounge
Fridays & Saturdays 7-11 p.m.

Open Mic Night � ursday, Sept. 15th, 7-11 p.m.

Now Hiring
Experienced Line Cooks

CALL 520-896-3333

520-896-3333 • www.oracleinn.com
305 E. American Ave., Oracle, AZ

2 miles off  Hwy 77 in Oracle, AZ (Just east of the Biosphere 2)

Come enjoy Labor Day with us!
Monday, Sept. 5th
Ice Cold Beer Specials

Medico® Insurance Company wants
to let you in on the details of this new product:

Dental, Vision & Hearing Insurance
This is not a discount plan, it is an 

insurance plan that provides
coverage for all three services.

It is quick and easy to apply and get approved.

• Affordable Premium
• See Your Own Provider or 

Choose from the Optional 
PPO Network

• Available Ages 18-89

• Pays in Addition to Other 
Insurance

• Dental Cleanings
• Hearing Aids & Exams
• Glasses, Contacts & Exams

For more information, contact
Warren J. Myers

Arizona Financial Services
603 W. 6th Avenue, San Manuel, AZ 85631
520-385-4725 wmyers@theriver.com

Certificate Form DVA59(AZ). Certificate provisions and benefits may vary from state to state. Please see 
the certificate for further details of coverage, see your producer or write to the Company (Corporate 
Office – Omaha, NE • Administrative Services – PO Box 10386 • Des Moines, IA 50306). This is a 
solicitation of insurance and a licensed producer may contact you. THIS IS A LIMITED Certificate.

11F-631(AZ) Copyright © Medico Insurance Company 34 114 3785 031314 AZ

RE-ELECT
BARBARA
McGUIRE
“� e Right Choice, � e Right Voice!”

State Senate District 8
Professional Fire Fighters of Arizona (PFFA):

“We need more people like Barbara McGuire in the Arizona State Legislature.”

MY PRIORITIES:
JOBS � EDUCATION � PUBLIC SAFETY

Ranking member Military A� airs and Public Safety

Salvation Army Unit Director, 27 years

Lifelong district resident, dedicated to serving the community

20 years business management / business owner

Member: Farm Bureau, NRA, Elks, Sheri� ’s Posse, WNRCD,                 
Civil Air Patrol – Honorary Major and LD8 Chambers of Commerce

ENDORSEMENTS: Professional Fire Fighters of AZ, NRA, AEA, IBEW, AZBTC, ARPA, AZTC, Sportsmen, AZCOPS, AZ Fraternal Order of Police, 
AZ Medical ARMPAC, Doctors, Nurses, Businesses, Ranchers, Farmers, State & County Employees, AZ List, AWPC Women’s Caucus, NASW 
Social Workers, National Leaders, AFL-CIO, CWA, Academy of Family Physicians, Arizona Pipe Trades 469, State, County & Local O�  cials.

www.SenatorMcGuire.com
PAID FOR BY COMMITTEE TO ELECT BARBARA MCGUIRE 2016

“I will continue working to create good jobs, advocate for Equal Pay for Equal 
Work, improve our kids’ education and keep government o�  our backs.”
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A to Z Plumbing llC
Residential • CommeRCial • industRial

Serving the tri-Community, CAtAlinA, oro vAlley, tuCSon, DuDleyville, WinkelmAn, keArny

AtoZPlumbingAZ.Com

tim.AZPS@yAhoo.Com

520-603-6607
FoR estimates/appts

liCensed • Bonded • insuRed

• Domestic Well Repair

• Sewer Pipe Camera, 
Inspection & Location Service

• Septic Tank and Leaching 
Field Repair/Replacement

• Septic Engineering and 
Inspection

tim rAgelS
oWner/regiStereD 

ContrACtor

Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523

Thanks for 
Making
Us #1

After hours or evenings call:
PAULA MERTEN-BROKER .................................................................520-471-3085
BILL KELLAM ......................................................................................520-603-3944
MIKE GROVER ....................................................................................520-471-0171
JENNIFER COX ...................................................................................520-730-4515

EQUAL 
HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
Open Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Available by appt. anytime.

REALTOR

Member Tucson Multiple Listing Service

Tri-Com
Real Estate

22 McNab
Parkway

San Manuel
385-4627

Please consider us if you’re thinking of selling your home. Your hometown real estate company is 
here to help. If you’re planning to purchase a home, we’ll be happy to assist you in finding the right 

home with the right financing for your needs. 

THREE BEDROOM, 1 BATH
112 Ave. B Remodeled kitchen, laundry room addition, new carpet, freshly painted interior, stove & frig. 

$44,900

SAN MANUEL: 

MAMMOTH: 
201 River Dr. Beautiful views, .69 acre corner lot, totally chain link fenced, 3 bed, 1 3/4 bath mobile home 

with large front covered patio, 2 car garage and workshop. $43,500

HOMES FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL LAND: 
• .99 acre commercial lot with CB-2 zoning in San Manuel. $12,500. Owner financing available with 15% down, 

8% interest for maximum of 10 years.

TWO BEDROOM, 1 BATH
126 Webb Upgrades galore: dual pane windows, A/C and evaporative cooling, block garage, 2 car 

carport, full covered patio with concrete walks, ceramic floors, handicap accessible bathroom, 
remodeled kitchen with abundance of cabinets & all appliances. $68,500

209 4th St. Enlarged kitchen with custom cabinets, dual pane windows, block privacy wall, workshop, 2 
storage sheds, den room addition, covered porch & microwave. $34,500
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CALL

Whether you’re a homeowner or 
professional excavator, every  
digging job requires a call — even  
small projects — so be sure to:

  •	 Call	811	at	least	two	days	before	starting		
	 any	digging	project

	 	 •	 Wait	for	the	site	to	be	marked
	 	 •	 Respect	the	marks
	 	 •	 Dig	with	care

Not calling can be life threatening and costly. You can harm 
yourself or others, disrupt natural gas service to an entire 
neighborhood, and potentially be responsible for injuries,  
repair costs, and criminal penalties.

Natural gas lines can be buried anywhere. If you ever 
suspect a natural gas leak, call 911 and Southwest Gas 
at 1-877-860-6020 immediately, whether you’re our 
customer or not.

For more information about natural gas pipeline safety, 
visit swgas.com/safety or call 1-877-860-6020.

811
Before

You Dig! 

One simple call to 811 gets  
underground utility-owned  
lines marked for FREE.

perfect position to defend the mesa.  Or 
is it simply prehistoric urban sprawl?
  At the top of the mesa we see many 
stone buildings.  Some small stone 
buildings stand alone and other times 
a cluster of eight or nine buildings 
link together in a daisy chain.  There 
were maybe twenty buildings on the 
lower part of the mesa and then came 
the wall.  I had heard about the wall 
but seeing it in person was something 
else.  A stone wall runs across the 
mesa, dividing it in two, a lower and 
upper village.  The stone wall runs 
about seven feet high and one hundred 
twenty paces.  On the highest part of 
the mesa, beyond the wall, there are 
forty more rooms.  Was this another 
aspect of defense or an example of class 
stratification, an elite group of priestly 
rulers who were somehow more special 
than everyone else, even others who 
lived atop the mesa?  The view from 
the top was tremendous, gazing across 
the vast flat mud plain of the Gila River 
all the way to the horizon where jagged 
volcanic mountains erupt from the 
earth.
  On the edge of the precipice there are 
a series of small grinding holes used 
to process mesquite beans.  Standing 
at the very edge, we realize that one 
of the larger boulders is adorned with 
petroglyphs, rock art which can only 
be seen from the mesa summit.  A little 
out from the butte the desert earth is 
scraped smooth and flat, creating a 
perfect circle.  Someone has made a 
dance floor/ prayer ring with breaks in 
the circle, at each of the four directions.  
Someone is still performing ceremonies 
here.  Is it the same people who built 
the sweat lodge and ocotillo ramada?  
Did the same person who made the 
dance circle also leave the javelina hide 
atop the corral fence post?  My friend 
and I sit for a moment, soaking up 
the ambience of Fortaleza, pondering 
ancient places and rivers which used to 
run all the way to the sea.  
  Those who wish to hike must obtain 
permits from the San Lucy District 
Office of the Tohono O’odham Nation 
at (520) 683-6515.

Fortaleza
Continued from page 7
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Pamela Peck
Associate Broker/
Branch Manager

18 N. Magma Ave., Superior

602.908.4377 cell
520.689.0149 fax
pamela@myhomegroup.com

Superior Elite Team

151 Main Street
Superior, AZ 85173

Follow us on

www.facebook.com/randomboutiqueaz

Find the
Random in You!

Summer Hours:
Wednesday - Sunday
11:30ish to 5:00pm

Random Boutique

520.689.0166

Winter Hours:
Tuesday - Sunday
11:30ish to 5:00pm

father mentioned how much the school 
house looked like the one he went to 
as a child. His comment made Carla 
wondered what the differences were 
between her father’s experience picking 
cotton in Mississippi and those of the 
migrate workers in Eloy.  
   Uncovering stories that don’t make it 
into the history books is a passion for 
Carla. It’s what inspires her paintings 
and drawings.
  “I love history,” Carla said. “I love 
other people’s stories. I love telling 
people’s stories.”  
   For The Sharecropper project, Carla 
will be collecting oral histories from 
those Eloy migrant workers. She 
will also be gathering stories from 
sharecroppers in the South. She will 
use the stories as inspirations for a 
series of 20 paintings.  As Carla dives 
farther into the Project, she plans to 
share some of the stories she gathers 
and the artwork she creates with the 
Pinal Nugget readers.

Sharecroppers
Continued from page 5

Even Carla Keaton’s portraits tell amazing 
stories.

PORTRAITS

   You can find Carla’s artwork at her 
gallery in Superior:  Keaton Fine Art & 
Global Encounters, 161 W. Main Street, 
Superior, AZ 85173 or Online www.

keatonfinearts.com
   You can follow the progress of The 
Sharecropper Project on Facebook 
(http://bit.ly/2bpUHGU).
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THINK GREEN

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter 

and cool in the summer.

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.

Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

AZ Lic. #064669

SUN LIFE FAMILY HEALTH CENTER
Family Care by Your Medical Team at 

Sun Life Family Practice in Oracle
Ted Crawford, DO & Ruth Seppala, FNP

Welcoming Patients of All Ages

520-896-2092 Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
1870 W. American Way, Oracle • www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org

Accepting Most Major Insurance – AHCCCS – Medicare
No Health Insurance? We Can Help!

Application assistance with Medicare, AHCCCS,
Heathcare.gov and Sun Life’s discount programs.

Now 
Offering 

Integrated 
Behavioral 

Health

Change pays.
SWITCH to STATE FARM and SAVE.

Talk to me about saving more than just 
pocket change.

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home O�  ces: Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®

Aaron I Franco, Agent
16514 N. Oracle Road
Tucson, AZ 85739
Bus: 520-825-1800 or 520-385-4111
Fax: 520-825-5459
aaron.franco.qdod@statefarm.com
www.AaronFranco.com
In Catalina – Next to the Rec Center

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate will revert back to regular approved rate at the end of 6 months. All 
loans subject to credit and income approval. Early or prepayment penalties may apply. Some handling, 
title or processing fees may apply. Closing costs associated with this product are waived, provided the 
loan is maintained for a minimum of five years. Property must be located in Arizona. First or second lien 
position allowable. No mobile homes, condos, townhouses, or investment property. Property insurance 
is required. Minimum loan amount $5,000; maximum 80% loan-to-value. Credit Union reserves the right 
to end this promotion at any time without notice. Interest on loan may be tax deductible, so consult your 
tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation. Existing PCFCU Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit 
may be eligible for refinance, so please contact the Credit Union for more information.

  3% APR* 
for 6 Months!

Want a pool? Need some repairs? Pay off some bills?

OPPORtunity’s  
KnOcKing!
Apply for a Home Equity Loan or Line of Credit, 
and receive 3% APR for the first 6 months*. 

   Quick loan turnaround 
   with local approvals.
   Get the cash you need  
   for little or no fees.
   Consolidate bills, remodel  
   or make a large purchase.
   Great rates with many  
   payment options.

this Offer Expires  
september 30, 2016,  
so Apply today!
CLICK:  PinalCountyFCU.com
CALL:   520-381-3100
VISIT:   Or apply in person at any PCFCU branch 

 www.facebook.com/PinalCountyFCU/

Like us on 
Facebook 



Grow your business & support the Nugget.

For a free media kit, call Mila at (520) 827-0676 or go online to:
CopperArea.com and click on “Advertise With Us.”


