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A beautiful bit of antique hardware by A. Subset.

  On January 22, 1911 a man was killed in Hayden, Arizona. The Arizona 
Republican story headline read: MEXICAN KILLED BY DEPUTY SHERIFF. 

The Killing of a Mexican in Hayden
John Hernandez

Pinal Nugget

  The newspaper reported 
the story like this: 
  “Last night Frank 

Hawkins, deputy sheriff 
at Hayden, shot and killed 
Feliciano Bracamonte, 

a prominent Mexican of 
Hayden. Bracamonte was 
drunk and disorderly, 
and Deputy Hawkins 
arrested him and started 
with him, when a large 
number of Bracamonte’s 
friends made a rush on the 
deputy. Bracamonte was 
taken from the officer by 
his friends, and the officer 
followed protesting against 
their action. Finally, as the 
Mexican was about to be 
placed in a wagon to be 
carried off by his friends, 
the officer shot him three 
times, resulting in the 
Mexican’s death.” 
  The article went on to 
report that the friends of 
Bracamonte turned on 
Deputy Hawkins and he 
escaped to his home with 
some difficulty. Hawkins 
armed himself with a 
Winchester and “awaited 
further attack”. Winkelman 
Deputy Sheriff Palmer went 
to Hawkins’ home and 
advised him to leave town 
on account of threatened 
hostilities by the Mexicans. 
Hawkins made his way to 
Globe. (The Winkelman 
deputy’s last name was 
actually Parmer.)
  The Republican article 
said of the deputy’s action, 
“That the officer did what 
he believed to be his duty is 
not doubted by his friends, 
but that the action was 
justifiable is quite another 
matter. He doubtless 

became excited, and for 
the moment lost control 
of himself. There is a 
persistent rumor, however, 
among the friends of the 
dead man, that there has 
been trouble before, and 
that this figured in the 
action of the officer.”
  On January 23rd, 
an inquest was held. 
The verdict was that 
Bracamonte came to 
his death from gunshot 
wounds inflicted by 
Hawkins. An arrest warrant 
was issued for Hawkins. 
Newspapers reported that 
there was fear of serious 
trouble between the 
Americans and Mexicans 
in the Hayden-Winkelman 
area.  
  A different version of the 
incident appeared in the 
January 25 issue of the 
Arizona Daily Star. The 
article said: 
  “The killing occurred 
at a Mexican dance. 
Bracamonte is said to have 
been sufficiently under the 
influence of liquor to be 
quarrelsome. It is said that 
Hawkins advised him to 
go home with his friends, 
whereupon Bracamonte 
became abusive. He started 
toward the deputy, it is 
alleged, and it is said 
reached for his pocket with 
the supposed intention 
of drawing a weapon on 
Hawkins. By this time 
Hawkins was surrounded 
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Random Boutique
Visit us in Superior on the Second Friday of the Month!

151 Main St., Superior, AZ 85173 • 520.689.0166
Winter Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Summer Hours: Wed-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.Winter Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. • 

www.facebook.com/randomboutiqueaz

Pamela Peck
Associate Broker/
Branch Manager

18 N. Magma Ave., Superior

602.908.4377 cell
520.689.0149 fax
pamela@myhomegroup.com

Superior Elite Team

THINK GREEN

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter 

and cool in the summer.

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.

Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

AZ Lic. #064669

by the Mexicans, it is said, 
and when he shot with 
the intention of scaring 
Bracamonte his arm was 
jerked and the ball struck 
the Mexican in the leg. This 
did not stop him and as he 
continued to try to jerk his 
weapon from his pocket, 
Hawkins shot again, 
this time to kill. 
He put two bullets 
into the Mexican’s 
breast and killed him.”
  The article went on to say 
that Hawkins was unable 
to search Bracamonte 
for a weapon because his 
friends came to his rescue 
and carried off the body. 
Hawkins said that “he was 
lucky in that he did not 
have to kill several more 
of the Mexicans in order 
to escape with his own 
life”.  Hawkins reportedly 
left Hayden at two in the 

morning under the guard 
of Deputy Parmer. He 
arrived in Globe at four in 
the afternoon and turned 
himself in to authorities. 
A warrant for murder was 
issued after the coroner’s 
hearing. He was released 
on his own recognizance. 
Hawkins had recently 

come to 
Gila County 
from Cochise 
County where 
he was engaged 
in business at Paradise. He 
was appointed as a deputy 
by Gila County Sheriff 

Continued on page 4
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Like us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PinalNugget

Henry Thompson.
  On January 29, a sister of Feliciano 
“Frank” Bracamonte was in town 
and gave another account of the 
incident. She had been a witness to 
the tragedy and her version brought 
to light a possible motive. The paper 
reported: “She and some members 
of the family of Bracamonte were 
already in their wagon ready to start 
home, when he was brought to the 
wagon. Hawkins, she said, came up 
at that time and she thought it was 
his purpose to assist in putting her 
brother into the wagon, but instead 
he drew a revolver and shot him 
three times. She said that some 
time before that there was a dance 
at Winkelman and the Bracamonte 
family was there. Hawkins, who was 
intoxicated, wanted to dance with 
a daughter of Bracamonte, but her 
father interfered on account of the 
condition of Hawkins. That, the sister 
of the dead man says, was the motive 
for the killing.”   
  A report by the Arizona Silver Belt 
newspaper said that “So strong is 
the Mexican feeling against Officer 
Frank Hawkins, who killed Frank 
Bracamonte some weeks ago, that 
they have hired J.L.B. Alexander, 
former U.S. Attorney, to assist in the 
prosecution of the officer.”
  A February 2 report out of Florence 
in the Arizona Daily Star had the 
headings: COWARDLY DEPUTY 
DELIBERATELY KILLS MAN 
and WELL KNOWN MEXICAN 
OF FLORENCE APPARENTLY 
MURDERED IN COLD BLOOD. 
The article read: “Feliciano 
Bracamonte was shot and instantly 
killed at Hayden, Sunday evening 
by Deputy Sheriff Frank Hawkins 
of Gila County. The particulars as 
reported here by parties coming 
from Winkelman, show the shooting 
to have been without justification. 
According to the statements brought 
here, Bracamonte and his family were 
preparing to go home and get ready 

Hayden
Continued from page 3
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Our  
superior care  
extends to 
YOur 
community.

We have staff available 24 hours—ensuring patients and  
their families in Oracle, San Manuel and Mammoth are  

supported in their final journey.

1-844-544-CASA 
www.casahospice.com 

Hospice services are paid for by Medicare 
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We have staff  available 24 hours – ensuring 
patients and their families in Oracle, San 
Manuel and Mammoth are supported in 

their fi nal journey.

one simple call to 811 gets underground 
utility-owned lines marked for free.

not calling can be life threatening and costly.
You can harm yourself or others, disrupt natural gas service to an entire neighborhood, 

and potentially be responsible for injuries, repair costs, and criminal penalties.

Natural gas lines can be buried anywhere. If you ever suspect a natural gas leak, call 

911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020 immediately, whether you’re our customer 

or not.

Call 811
Before you dig!

Whether you’re a homeowner or professional excavator, every digging 
job requires a call — even small projects — so be sure to:

• Call 811 at least two working days before starting any digging project

• Wait for the site to be marked

• Respect the marks

• Dig with care

For more information about natural gas safety, visit

swgas.com/safety

or call 877-860-6020

to attend a dance, when the officer 
came up, grabbed the victim by 
the shoulder and immediately shot 
him. At the first shot Bracamonte 
fell to the ground and the officer 
fired two more bullets into his 
body while he lay on the ground. 
If these statements are correct the 
killing was cold-blooded murder. 
The deceased resided in Florence 
for fifteen years and was known all 
that time as a peaceable law-abiding 
citizen.  He moved to the Winkelman 
neighborhood about six years ago 
and was one of the most prominent 
Mexican citizens of that section. The 
killing caused intense excitement.” 
  In May of 1911, Frank Hawkins 
went on trial. The jury could not 
come to an agreement and a mistrial 

was declared. The case was set for 
another trial in November. The 
trial was postponed and set for 
May 1912. The Arizona Daily Star 
reported from Globe on May 15: 
“Some of the best legal talent in this 
section is working on the Hawkins’ 
case, which came up in the superior 
court yesterday morning and a 
hard fight will be made both by the 
defense and the state, assisted by a 
special prosecutor employed by the 
relatives of the man whom Hawkins 
is charged with killing. Hawkins 
was a deputy sheriff at the time and 
said he went to arrest the Mexican 
who was disturbing the peace, and 
while on this mission he shot him. 
No evidence has been introduced to 
show that he acted in self defense, 

however, but the entire Bracamonte 
family is on hand to testify against 
him.”  
  On May 20, 1912, word was received 
that S.Y. “Frank” Hawkins was 
acquitted in the trial for the killing 
of Feliciano Bracamonte. The Daily 
Star reported that “Mr. Hawkins has 
many friends in Hayden who are glad 
to hear that he has been adjudged 
not guilty.”  
  The Bracamonte family had 
many friends also and the Mexican 
community did not feel that justice 
was served.  
  No more information was found 
out about Frank Hawkins. Hawkins 
did not become a lawman again and 
he never returned to the Hayden-
Winkelman area.     
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ROGER’S TROUGH

WATERFALL

A storm has passed, leaving a 
gleaming mountain to reign 

over the desert near the              
Roger’s Trough Trailhead.

During monsoon showers, 
impromptu waterfalls like this one 
pop up in the boulders of Devil’s 
Canyon east of Superior.

Magnificent Monsoons
Of Superior
Photos by Cat Brown

Cat Brown is a photographer for the 
Superior Sun and, occasionally, for the 
Pinal Nugget. Several of her photos 
have been selected as the Photo of the 
Day by Arizona Highways magazine.
  When asked how she became 
interested in taking photos, she said:
  “The paper hired me. 
  “I thought I was just going to write 
articles but then second day on the job 
I was told I needed to go take some 
pics of school kids. The only pics I had 
taken up until that point where some 
very bad ones with my phone of my 
dogs for my Facebook page. 
  “So I started taking photos. 
  “A lot of photos – first of events and 
then more and more of landscapes. I 
was surprised as anyone when people 
started saying they liked my photos. I 
realized I loved being out in the desert, 
sometimes lying in the mud, taking 
photos of the desert around Superior. 
  “Local folks started asking me if they 
could buy my images. That’s how the 
posters and postcards in local stores 
happened.”
  Posters are available at Picket Post 
Antiques, 400 Main St., Superior. 
Packs of postcards are available at 
Save Money Market, 420 W. Main St., 
Superior.
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FIRESKY

RAINBOW

The mountain seems to glow while 
monsoon showers fall.

A rainbow spans the desert near 
Superior.
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Magnificent Monsoons
Of Superior
Photos by Cat Brown

SMOKESTACK

A summer storm passes over the 
historic Magma Smelter.

SEA OF YELLOW

ORANGE FLOWERS

Monsoon rains often bring color 
to the desert.

Picket Post Mountain seems to watch 
over these desert flowers.
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NO CITY SALES TAX!

3950 W. HWY 77 � ORACLE, AZ (Just 2.7 miles north of the Biosphere)

Our Body Shop and Service Department Do Excellent Work

Call 520-818-FORD (3673)

Best Prices on 
New & Used!

1812 W. American Ave., Oracle, AZ
(520) 896-9099 • (520) 400-0242 (Cell)

www.olhoracle.com

Stop by our offi ce for a complete listing of available homes, manufactured 
homes and land for sale in Oracle and the surrounding area.

2125 W. Calle Encanto, Oracle
MLS#: 21818032
Amazing Upgrades & Improvements to this 
charming 3 bdrm, 2 bath home. Home was 
remodeled 3 years ago, with a new kitchen, 
windows, fl oors and new doors. Home has new 
AC and gas furnace. Back yard is fully fenced 
with large covered patio with built in kitchen and 
spacious gathering area. In addition to a single 
car garage and carport in the front, you also have 
a large block shop/garage in the back. Front yard 
has rose bushes and mature trees. So much 
bang in this home! Come see it today! $189,900

719 N. Owens St., Mammoth
MLS#: 21618742
Beautiful deck above the carport and back porch 
w/ mountain views, new shingled roof, remodeled 
home, new doors, security doors, fl ooring, kitchen 
and bathroom fi xtures, painted int/ext. Skylights, 
double pane windows, oak kitchen cabinets, 
fans, front and back porches, nice sized yard 
with trees. Additional room off one bedroom great 
for offi ce or craft room. Large remodeled room/
offi ce or guest room off of the carport with laundry 
area. So many possibilities with this home. Very 
motivated owner, make offer. $79,000

When life changes, so do your insurance needs.

Working Woman Checklist

Meeting with boss

Stop by grocery store over lunch hour

Make reservations to attend weekend 
seminar

Buy life & disability insurance

A woman’s work is never done, especially 
for a working woman. If something were to 
happen to you what would your family do? 
Protect yourself and your family with life and 
disability insurance from Illinois Mutual.

Contact me for more information:

Warren J. Myers
Arizona Financial Services

520-385-4725
www.warrenjmyers.com
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 CLICK:  PinalCountyFCU.com 
for details

CALL: 520-381-3100
VISIT: Any PCFCU branch

All Made A�ordable with a Home Equity 
 Loan or Line of Credit from PCFCU at  

  3% APR  for the first 6 months*

��������������������������

?
????

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate will revert back to regular approved rate at the end of 6 
months. All loans subject to credit and income approval. Third party fee reimbursement may 
apply. Some handling, title or processing fees may apply. Closing costs associated with this 
product are waived, provided the loan is maintained for a minimum of three years. Property 
must be located in Arizona. First or second lien position allowable. No mobile homes, condos, 
townhouses, or investment property. Property insurance is required. Minimum loan amount 
$10,000; maximum 90% loan-to-value. Credit Union reserves the right to end this promotion 
at any time without notice. Interest on loan may be tax deductible, so consult your tax advisor 
regarding your individual tax situation. Existing PCFCU Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit 
may be eligible for re�nance, so please contact the Credit Union for more information.

Apply Today! O�er Ends 09/30/2018! 

Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523

Thanks for 
Making
Us #1



Places to stop when you visit 
the Copper Corridor!

An easy 
day trip 

from 
Phoenix or 

Tucson!

320 Live Oak St Miami, AZ 85539 928-793-4514
www.pinalmountainfl owers .com

Your Holiday
Gift Giving 
Specialists

– Fresh Flowers & 
So Much More

Pinal Mountain Flowers

420 W. Main St., Superior, AZ • 520-689-2265
SaveMoneyMeats.com

SAVE MONEY MARKET
A Resupply Stop on the 

Arizona Trail
Home of the Fresh Roasted 

Hatch Green Chilis
August to Mid October

LOVELOVELOVELOVELOVELOVELOVE

IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!
22ndndndndndnd FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY

PRESENTED  BY:
Random Boutique  •  Untangled Hair By Pam •  

SunFlour Market  •  Porters Café  •  Superior Sweets  •  
Felecia’s Ice Cream  •  Rose’s Roses & Gecko Colleckto’s  

• Superior Skin Care  •  Rolling Rock Gallery
• Superior Chamber of Commerce
• Sole to Soul Awakening  •  VFW

• Picket Post Antiques  •   King Chiropractic
• Superior Optimist Club
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“World’s Best”

A Celebration of Our Incredible Edible Desert
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Foraging Hike Followed by 
a Pancake Breakfast.

Hosted by the
Superior Chamber of Commerce 

http://bit.ly/FBPricklyPearhttp://bit.ly/FBPricklyPear

PREMIER SPONSOR SPONSORS

Be sure to visit the Town of Superior for Second Friday Events


