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  A writer’s workshop is being offered 
at Rancho Linda Vista in Oracle. The 
week-long workshop is being led by 
award winning poet, Adrian Matejka. 

Writer’s Workshop
at Rancho Linda Vista

AWARD WINNING POET

Adrian Matejka will lead a week-long 
writer’s workshop at Rancho Linda Vista 

in Oracle Nov. 4-11.N
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  Adrian is the author 
of The Devil’s Garden 
which won the New York/
New England Award 
and Mixology, a winner 
of the 2008 National 
Poetry Series. Mixology 
was also a finalist for the 
NAACP Image Award for 
Outstanding Literature. 
His latest collection of 
poems, The Big Smoke, 
was awarded the 2014 
Anisfield-Wolf Book 
Award. It was also a 
finalist for the 2013 
National Book Award, 
2014 Hurston-Wright 
Legacy Award and 2014 
Pulitzer Prize in poetry. 
The Big Smoke was a 
poetic treatise of the life 
of Jack Johnson, the 
first black Heavy Weight 
Champion of the World. 
He has won other awards 
and he currently teaches 
in the MFA program 
at Indiana University. 

Adrian is working on a 
new collection of poems, 
Hearing Damage, and a 
graphic novel.
  The Rancho Linda Vista 
artist’s community will 
be celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary this year. 
The community has been 
a pioneer in Arizona’s 
vibrant art scene and has 
influenced artists around 
the country. They have 
hosted many artists and 
writers/poets and as a 
salute to their 50 year 
Anniversary and creative 
collaboration with poets, 
they have launched their 
first writers workshop.
  The workshop will be 
Nov. 4 - 11, 2017. The 
fee is $850 and includes 
a room and meals for 
the week-long event.  
Activities at the Rancho 
Linda Vista guest house 
include workshopping in 
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Like us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PinalNugget

the morning with approximately 
10 fellow participants; afternoon 
free time for writing, revision or 
outside activities. In the evenings, 
guests can participate in readings, 
conversation and/or music. On 
the final day, a presentation will 
be given for Rancho Linda Vista 
residents and invited public. 
  Applications for the workshop 
include sending the following 
information in PDF, Word or Rich 
Text format to rlvworkshop@gmail.
com: 
• Name and home address, email 
and phone number.
• In 300 words or less, describe 
yourself, your current project 
and what you hope to accomplish 
during the workshop. 
• Include no less than three and no 
more than eight pages of poetry.
  Applications must be received 
before midnight Thursday, Aug. 31, 
2017. For more information about 
the workshop, Adrian Matjeka or 
Rancho Linda Vista, visit  website 
at http://bit.ly/2t80OWX. 

Workshop
Continued from page 2
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Turning blight into beauty –
 Superior’s Main St. mural project

PAYER MOTORS

Payer Motors, a business which closed 
many years ago, has become a canvas for 
mural artists.

  There’s something awesome happening on Main Street in Superior and the 
Chamber of Commerce is to blame. “Blame” may be harsh, but we mean it in 
the absolutely best way possible.

  A little history: the Town of 
Superior has historically been a 
mining town, first with Magma 
Copper, later BHP Copper and 
now Resolution Copper. The 
town prospered when the mine 
prospered and declined when 
the mine did. Businesses were 
not immune to this boom and 
bust cycle, but for the most part, 
Main Street thrived in Superior.
  In the 1990s, the mine was 
closed down, seemingly for 
good. Businesses shut their 

doors and buildings were 
boarded up, leaving behind a 
feeling of desolation.
  Something happened then 
in Superior. It was discovered 
by Hollywood (with a little 
help from the Arizona Office of 
Tourism). Noted director Oliver 
Stone chose Superior as the 
location for his movie, U-turn. 
  In preparation for the filming, 
set designers and movie artists 
descended on the town and 
began transforming Main 

Street. It went from boarded 
up to vintage. Buildings were 
restored to former glory, then 
weathered. 
  Even the street itself was 
transformed from asphalt 
to (faux) dirt road when the 
producers had trucks of dirt 
dumped and smoothed over 
the pavement. At the time, 
the Mayor of Superior was 
Manny Ruiz, who is known 
to be soft spoken and ever 
calm. After several months of 

filming and dealing with the 
blowing dust on Main Street, 
several residents approached 
the Superior Town Council to 
complain. Mr. Ruiz looked out 
over the audience and gently 
said, “Maybe we should all pray 
for rain.”
  Bill Holmquist, who originally 
came to Superior as part of the 
movie crew, decided to stay 
and relocated his business 
to Superior. He and his wife 
Jenny are still residents of 
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Superior Chamber of Commerce
165 Main St., Superior, AZ

RENOVATION

THE CREW

Volunteers work to renovate a mural on 
Lobb Ave.

Javier Gomez, a tattoo artist  at Inkbomb Tattoos, 
brought a group of Superior students to help work 

repairing the mural. Javier, the students, artist Marilee 
Lasch and a handful of volunteers work on the mural.

Superior and are the owners 
of businesses on Main Street, 
Random Boutique and, more 
recently, Porter’s Cafe.
  Also in the 1990s, even more 
new residents began moving to 
Superior. Artists discovered the 
little town. It had so much going 
for it – proximity to Phoenix, 
AMAZING views, affordable 
housing, historic buildings. It 

was a blank canvas, primed and 
ready to bloom into something 
beautiful.
  The local high school 
contributed to this pool of 
talent. Teacher Gloria Arvizu-
Thompson and her art students 
created and painted a mural on 
the side of a building on Lobb 
Ave.  Recently, restoration work 
began on that same mural on 

Lobb Ave. Time and weather 
has taken its toll on the mural. 
Local artist Marilee Lasch 
started a project to repair the 
mural. She got in contact with 
one of the original artists on 
the mural, former Superior 
Student Javier Gomez. Javier 
is now a tattoo artist  at 
Inkbomb Tattoos, but he also 
teaches art classes at the local 

school. Javier carried on in the 
tradition of his mentor and 
brought a group of Superior 
students to help work repairing 
the mural.
  Other artists, too, created 
beautiful murals on the 
sides of buildings. Charles 
Davison, one such artist, has 
contributed much to projects 

Continued on page 6



6 Pinal Nugget July 2017

Murals
Continued from page 5

Copper Hen Cafe & Bakery
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

157 W. Cedar St., Globe • (928) 473-1207
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 Calle Futura

“Oracle’s most unique 
shopping experience!”

1015 W. American Ave.
 Oracle, AZ 85623

520-896-9200
jerryparra.com

� e Oracle Farmers Market 
season is here! It's a party 
every Wednesday 5-8 p.m. 

and you are invited! 

Advertise Your 
business here!

Call Mila at (520) 827-0676 or go 
online to: CopperArea.com and 

click on “Advertise With Us.”

An easy day trip from 
Phoenix or Tucson!

oraclefurniture.net
CUstom Southwest

Copper  |  Petroglyphs  |  Saguaro Ribs  |  Color

FURNITURE FOR ALL ROOMS
Chuck Jaffe (520) 896-2244 Oracle, AZ

on Main St. In 2012, he created 
one commemorating the 
community’s annual Prickly 
Pear Festival.
  In recent years, the Superior 
Chamber of Commerce began 
discussions with residents of 
the town and members of the 
business community on ways 
to promote new business and 
retention of local businesses 
on Main Street. What emerged 
from those conversations 
was a committee dedicated 
to Business Attraction and 
Retention and a plan which 
included ideas on expanding 
the mural program to beautify 
Main Street. Chamber and 
BAR members envisioned the 
boarded up windows, backs 
and sides of buildings on Main 
Street as canvases for murals, 
turning the entire length of the 
business district in Superior 
into an art project.
  Random Boutique was one of 
the first businesses to undertake 
a mural, with a colorful family 
of pachyderms marching in 
a line down the side of the 
building. The old flower shop 
received a treatment of the 
brightest prettiest flowers from 
artist Juliana Brutsche.

  All the businesses and building 
owners were given the option 
of turning their buildings into 
canvases. Even the building 
which houses the Pinal 
Nugget’s sister publication, 
The Superior Sun, received the 
mural treatment.
  If you haven’t been to Superior 
recently, you might want to 
make the trek. Take a tour of 
the Main Street mural gallery 
(which is the entire street). 
Stop in at Random Boutique 
or the Mercantile for a spot of 
shopping and have lunch at 
Porter’s Cafe or the Sunflour 
Bakery. 
  Want more activities? Save 
your visit for the Second 
Friday of every month when 
the businesses stay open late 
and live music and vendors 
line Main Street during the 
evening hours. Or plan to visit 
the town during the annual 
Prickly Pear Festival on Aug. 19 
when the whole town turns pink 
in celebration of the humble 
desert fruit.
  For more information 
about the BAR committee 
or events in the Superior 
area, go online to 
superiorarizonachamber.org. 

BRIGHT FLOWERS

Artist Juliana Brutsche, painting a mural 
on the old flower shop on Main Street.
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SUPERIOR SUN
The mural on the front of the 

Superior Sun building was 
recently completed. The artists 

were Deb Sears and Jimmy 
Alvarado. Many thanks to all the 
artists brightening up our town!

Healthcare for Everyone. 
It’s What We Do.  

www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org

Hablamos Español

Sun Life Family Health Center is Your 
Non-Profit Community Health Center

We accept most major insurances, 
Medicare & AHCCCS. 

Excellence in Health, Wellness & Education 

Sun Life offers free 
enrollment assistance 

in AHCCCS, 
healthcare.gov, and 
Sun Life’s discount 

program!

• Primary Care
• Onsite Labs
• Onsite Pharmacy*

• Chronic Conditions
• Behavioral Health
• Diabetes Education

San Manuel Family Practice 
(520) 385-2234 

23 McNab Parkway

Oracle Family Practice 
(520) 896-2092 

1870 W. American Ave.

*Full Pharmacy at San Manuel location only. 
Prescription pickup available at Oracle. 

ANOTHER MURAL

Volunteers work on the mural on the 
side of Random Boutique in Main St.
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With SASO, expect the unexpected – 
 Music that’s good for the soul
Sometimes it’s important to 
step back from the real news, 
fake news and discord to relax 
and enjoy transformative 
music, played by passionate 
musicians in delicious 
harmony. 
  That’s what Linus Lerner 
and the Southern Arizona 
Symphony Orchestra offer – 
fresh, innovative, inspiring, 
provocative and joyful music-
making. It’s good for the soul.
  The 2017-2018 season 
features:
•  American composer 

Amanda Harberg’s lush Solis, 
which debuted at Carnegie 
Hall in October
•  Paraguay’s stellar Diego 
Sánchez Haase guest conducts 
with Tbilisi-born pianist 
Yelena Beriyeva performing 
Rachmaninov
•  A rare concerto for the 
electric guitar, written 
and performed by Tucson 
musician and self-taught 
composer Pete Fine
•  A Chinese New Year 
celebration with the Tucson 
Sino Choir and soloists 

playing ethereal selections on 
traditional instruments – the 
guzheng and erhu.
•  Southern Arizona’s own 
Lauren Roth, concertmaster 
of the Tucson Symphony 
Orchestra, performs 
Wieniawski first violin 
concerto
  With SASO you can expect 
the unexpected. Music 
Director Lerner challenged 
himself to not repeat any 
major work in his first decade 
of programming for SASO, 
founded in 1979. The next 

season explores new works, 
welcomes eight guest artists 
and invites audiences to savor 
both familiar and esoteric 
selections. Season tickets for 
the five-concert series are on 
sale now.
  SASO concerts are always 
eclectic, always enticing. 
Here’s a partial lineup:
•  Oct. 14-15 – American 
violinist Chloé Trevor 
returns to SASO to perform 
Khachaturian’s Violin 
Concerto and Vivaldi’s 
Summer from The Four 
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Pamela Peck
Associate Broker/
Branch Manager

18 N. Magma Ave., Superior

602.908.4377 cell
520.689.0149 fax
pamela@myhomegroup.com

Superior Elite Team

NO CITY SALES TAX!

3950 W. HWY 77 � ORACLE, AZ (Just 2.7 miles north of the Biosphere)

Our Body Shop and Service Department Do Excellent Work

Call 520-818-FORD (3673)

Best Prices on 
New & Used!

Seasons. Also featured are 
Harberg’s Solis and Dvořák’s 
Slavonic Dances Nos. 5-8. The 
program opens with Enescu’s 
Romanian Rhapsody No 1.
•  Nov. 18-19 – Paraguay’s 
globe-trotting Diego Sánchez 
Haase guests conducts 
Beethoven’s evocative 
Pastoral Symphony and 
Rachmaninov’s third piano 
concerto featuring Tbilisi-
born Yelena Beriyeva in her 
second appearance with 
SASO. The program opens 
with Rossini’s Overture to 
William Tell.
  SASO’s stimulating concerts 
are performed twice each 
cycle – first on Saturday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m. at the 
DesertView Performing Arts 
Center, 39900 S. Clubhouse 
Dr., SaddleBrooke, and again 
on Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m. 
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church at 7575 N. Paseo del 
Norte in northwest Tucson.
  Season tickets for the 
SaddleBrooke series are $92, 

a savings of $23. They can be 
purchased by calling (520) 
825-2818 or http://tickets.
saddlebrooketwo.com.
  Season tickets for the St. 
Andrew’s series are $90, a 
savings of 25. Call (520) 308-
6226 or order online at www.
sasomusic.org.
  SASO's music acquisition 
is sponsored by the Arizona 
Lottery. Individual concert 
sponsors include Tom and 
Carolyn Cochran, Jerry 
Levine in memory of Carole 
Levine, and Beatrice Simpson. 
Additional sponsorships are 
available.
  SASO is a vital community 
resource that unites 
performers and audiences 
through a passion for 
music. Founded in 1979, 
this orchestra presents 
world premieres, seldom-
performed treasures and 
classical favorites. For more 
information call (520) 308-
6226 or visit www.sasomusic.
org.
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Arizona Financial Services
Warren J. Myers

520-385-4725
www.warrenjmyers.com

How Long Could You Make It 
Without Your Paycheck?

You insure your car and home, but 
what about the income that pays for the 

everyday expenses  of life? Disability 
insurance protects your biggest asset –

YOUR INCOME

Protect your income today!
Contact me to learn more.

1812 W. American Ave., Oracle, AZ
(520) 896-9099 • (520) 400-0242 (Cell)

www.olhoracle.com

Stop by our offi ce for a complete listing of available homes, manufactured 
homes and land for sale in Oracle and the surrounding area.

32823 S Redington Rd., SM              MLS#: 21623009
Beautiful 12.63 acre parcel along the San Pedro 
River. Huge mesquite trees, artesian well, large 
pond, horse facilities, chicken pens on fl at usable 
land, 4 bedrooms or 3 bedrooms plus a den. Floor 
plan is open with large bedrooms. New paint in 
the downstairs area of the home. New A/C and 
heat pump July 2016. Newer refrigerator, new 
stove and dishwasher. Solidly built 11 inch walls. 
Dual pane windows, metal roof, wood siding. 
Property borders a conservation easement. New 
well pump. $235,000

8869 S. Glenrio Rd. Dudleyville       MLS#: 21631673
GORGEOUS 2400 SQ FT home on 
beautiful 1.33 acres covered in mature 
mesquite trees! It just doesn’t get any 
nicer or affordable than this 4 bdrm, 2 bath 
home. Vaulted ceilings, tape and textured, 
new wood fl ooring and carpet throughout. 
Recently painted. Perfect for horses, 
chickens, ATVs and other toys. Great 
well for gardening and home use. Dual 
heating and cooling. This property has it all. 
OWNER-AGENT $135,000

Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523

Thanks for 
Making
Us #1

 

  

 

  
 

CLICK:  PinalCountyFCU.com
CALL: 520-381-3100
VISIT: Any PCFCU branch



With a Home Equity
Loan or Line of Credit!

You Worked Hard, So
Now PLAY Hard!

Vacation/
Cruise

Voucher
with Each 

Home Equity 
Loan or Line 

of Credit* 

* Minimum loan $5,000; maximum 90% loan-to-value. All loans subject to credit &
income approval. Early or prepayment penalties, some handling, title or processing fees 
may apply. Closing costs may be waived, provided loan is maintained for a minimum 
of 2 years. Property must be located in AZ. 1st or 2nd lien position allowable. No mobile 
homes, condos, townhouses, or investment property. Property insurance is required. 
Credit Union reserves the right to end this promotion at any time without notice. 
** Interest may be tax deductible, consult your tax advisor.
Existing PCFCU Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit may be eligible for re�nance, so 
please contact your loan o�cer for more information.

And receive a vacation/
cruise voucher*, plus:

Consolidate bills, remodel or 
make a large purchase.
The interest you pay may be tax deductible.**

Apply Today! This O�er Expires September 30, 2017.


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THINK GREEN

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter 

and cool in the summer.

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.

Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

AZ Lic. #064669

SMELL:
a distinct sulfur-like odor, 
similar to rotten eggs, even 
if it’s faint or momentary.

A leak may be present if you:

IF YOU SUSPECT A LEAK
• Exit the area or building immediately. Tell others to evacuate and leave doors open.

• From a safe place, call 911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020, day or night, whether  
 you’re a customer or not. A Southwest Gas representative will be there as soon as   
 possible.

• Don’t smoke or use matches or lighters.

• Don’t turn on or off electrical switches, thermostats, or appliance controls; or do anything that  
 could cause a spark.

• Don’t start or stop an engine, or use automated (garage) doors.

For more information about natural gas safety visit

swgas.com/safety

or call 877-860-6020

Natural Gas Safety
Wherever you live, work, or play.

HEAR: 

a hissing or roaring coming 
from the ground or above-
ground piping. 

SEE: 

dirt or water blowing into the 
air, unexplained dead or dying 
grass or plants, or standing 
water continuously bubbling.

natural gas lines 
can be buried anywhere, even in areas where homes don’t use natural gas. So it’s important that 

EVERYONE knows how to recognize and respond to a natural gas leak, wherever they are.

www.facebook.com/randomboutiqueaz

151 Main St., Superior
520.689.0166

Winter Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Summer Hours: Wed-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Find the Random in You!

Random Boutique

Visit us in Superior on the
Second Friday of the Month!

After hours or evenings call:
PAULA MERTEN-BROKER .................................................................520-471-3085
JENNIFER COX ...................................................................................520-730-4515
MIKE GROVER ....................................................................................520-471-0171

EQUAL 
HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
Open Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Available by appt. anytime.

REALTOR

Member Tucson Multiple Listing Service

Tri-Com
Real Estate

22 McNab
Parkway

San Manuel
385-4627

Please consider us if you’re thinking of selling your home. Your hometown real estate company is here to help. If you’re 
planning to purchase a home, we’ll be happy to assist you in finding the right home with the right financing for your needs. 

SAN MANUEL: 

MAMMOTH: 
86265 Barrows  Beautiful views from this home on 3.54 acres with private well, front & back covered patios, 

AZ room and A/C. Metal roof is 1 year old. Workshop, paved driveway & all appliances stay. 
$135,000

201 River Dr. Beautiful views, .69 acre corner lot, totally chain link fenced, 3 bed, 1 3/4 bath mobile home 
with large front covered patio, 2 car garage and workshop. $35,000

HOMES FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL LAND: 
• .99 acre commercial lot with CB-2 zoning in San Manuel. $12,500. Owner financing available with 15% down, 

8% interest for maximum of 10 years.

TWO BEDROOM, 1 BATH
225 Ave B Beautiful Galiuro Mountain views. Laundry room & bonus room with sliding glass door to 

covered patio. $27,900

RENTALS
COMING SOON!

• 3 bed, 1 bath remodeled home with A/C, dual pane windows, concrete drive, fenced yard, stove, frig, 
dishwasher and microwave. $700/month

• 2 bed, 1 bath remodeled home with dual pane windows, C/L fenced yard, ceramic flooring & stove, frig, 
dishwasher & microwave. $550/month



Grow your business & support the Nugget.

For a free media kit, call Mila at (520) 827-0676 or go online to:
CopperArea.com and click on “Advertise With Us.”


