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A beautiful bit of antique hardware by A. Subset.

The Ghost of Melchior Diaz

DIAZ’S DOWNFALL

It was a wolf much like this one that was the 
downfall of Conquistador Melchior Diaz. This 

photo was shot at the Minnesota Zoo. A  critically 
endangered  Mexican Gray Wolf  is kept  captive  for 
breeding purposes. Less than 15 Mexican Wolves 

are currently estimated to survive in the wild. 
http://bit.ly/2laNLle

The Sierra Pinacate volcanic range is quickly gaining a reputation as 
one of the most exotic landscapes on the planet.  Located only a short 
distance from the ocean shores of Puerto Penasco (Rocky Point), this 
ancient volcanic field holds one of the earth’s driest deserts.  The area 
averages only two to four inches of rain a year and one giant crater went 
seven years without recorded rain. 

  As one might expect the 
plants of the Pinacates 
reflect the tough 
conditions.  One of the 
most southern reaches of 
the Sonoran Desert, the 
landscape is still dotted 
with saguaros; but much 

more common are the thick 
fields of teddy bear cholla 
which populate the cinder 
cone slopes like an army of 
tiny thorny soldiers.  There 
are only a few scattered 
organ pipe cactus but 
there are many of the fuzzy 
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VOLCANIC FIELDS

Located a short distance from 
the ocean shores of Puerto 

Penasco (Rocky Point).

Gary Every
Pinal Nugget

crested senita. Particularly 
exotic are the multi- 
headed barrel cactus, 
interlocking thorns 
protecting the plants from 
grazing herbivores.
  The geology itself looks 
fire blasted; the rocks 
appear to be just out of 
the furnace as lava flows 
sprawl in twisted shapes, 
the contorted sculptures 
of rapidly cooling 
molten stone.  Cinder 
cones holding gigantic 
craters erupt all across 
the landscape.  The 
largest of these is Crater 
Elegante, over 800 feet 
deep and 4,800 feet in 
diameter.  Some of the 
lava flows are colored a 
rust red but most of them 
are jet black.  All of them 
are striking when the 
glistening white sand dunes 
spill across them.  Early 
Spanish pioneers named 
this path the “Camino 
Diablo” or Devil’s Road.
  The first Old World 
explorer to travel 
the Camino Diablo 
was Melchior Diaz in 
1540.  Diaz was a part of 
the Coronado expedition 
as it tried to find lost cities 
of gold. Coronado had 
thought it was possible 
that his colony in New 
Mexico could be supplied 
by sea.  Hernando 
Alarcon was given 
a ship and the best 
approximate directions 
possible to try and locate 
Coronado.  California 
turned out not to be an 
island, and Alarcon was 

forced to try and navigate 
the Colorado River 
upstream.  Men walked 
along both sides of the 
shore, connected to the 
sailing vessel by ropes 
as they towed the heavy 
vessel northward.  Alarcon 
gave up near the junction 
of the Gila and Colorado 
River without ever 
reaching Coronado and 
without ever imagining 
the Grand Canyon which 
still lay as an obstacle up 
ahead.  Coronado sent 
Melchior Diaz along the 
Camino Diablo to try and 
locate Alarcon.
  The irony that Diaz 
became the first explorer 
to cross this dry and 
brutal desert in an attempt 
to reach the ocean has 
never ceased to amaze 
me.  Melchior Diaz traveled 
this region of cactus thorns, 
cinder cones, and sand 
dunes accompanied by a 
half dozen conquistadors 
and a flock of 40 
sheep.  You can imagine 
how delighted the wolves 
were by this banquet of 
mutton on the hoof.  The 
gray wolves must have 
practically drooled as 
they watched the plump 
domesticated sheep march 
through this inhospitable 
desert.  The wolves howled 
all night while the lost 
conquistadors huddled 
by the fire and the sheep 
circled around, bleating 
nervously.
  In the morning 
Melchior Diaz prepared 
for battle.  The proud 

conquistador donned 
his armor, mounted his 
stallion and with lance 
in hand, charged into the 
fray, jousting the feral 
canine carnivores.  Atop his 
galloping steed, Diaz eyed 
the kill and lunged... 
  The wolf dodged and the 
blade of the lance struck 
nothing but stone.  The 
butt of the spear 
bounced back and fatally 
wounded the exploring 
conquistador.  Melchior 
Diaz lay in the shade, 
slowly dying from a self 
inflicted groin wound, 

painfully aware that he was 
suffering perhaps the most 
inglorious death in all of 
history.
  No one has ever found 
the lost grave of Melchior 
Diaz.  It is one of the 
great mysteries of the 
region.  The grave is so lost 
that no one can even say for 
certain whether Melchior 
Diaz’s remains are in the 
Sierra Pinacate, Gran 
Desierto, Cabeza Prieta 
Wilderness, or Organ Pipe 
National Monument.  What 
is worth noting, is that 

Continued on page 5
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Pamela Peck
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18 N. Magma Ave., Superior

602.908.4377 cell
520.689.0149 fax
pamela@myhomegroup.com

Superior Elite Team

Our  
superior care  
extends to 
YOur 
community.

We have staff available 24 hours—ensuring patients and  
their families in Oracle, San Manuel and Mammoth are  

supported in their final journey.

1-844-544-CASA 
www.casahospice.com 

Hospice services are paid for by Medicare 

Our  
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We have staff available 24 hours—ensuring patients and  
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supported in their final journey.

1-844-544-CASA 
www.casahospice.com 
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Our  
superior care  
extends to 
YOur 
community.

We have staff available 24 hours—ensuring patients and  
their families in Oracle, San Manuel and Mammoth are  

supported in their final journey.

1-844-544-CASA 
www.casahospice.com 

Hospice services are paid for by Medicare 

We have staff  available 24 hours – ensuring 
patients and their families in Oracle, San 
Manuel and Mammoth are supported in 

their fi nal journey.

THINK GREEN

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter 

and cool in the summer.

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.

Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

AZ Lic. #064669

www.facebook.com/randomboutiqueaz

151 Main St., Superior, AZ 85173
520.689.0166

Winter Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Summer Hours: Wed-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Find the Random in You!

Random Boutique

Visit us in Superior on the Second Friday of the Month!



5Pinal NuggetJune 2018

Melchior Diaz
Continued from page 3

Healthcare for Everyone. 
It’s What We Do.  

www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org

Hablamos Español

Sun Life Family Health Center is Your 
Non-Profit Community Health Center

We accept most major insurances, 
Medicare & AHCCCS. 

Excellence in Health, Wellness & Education 

Sun Life offers free 
enrollment assistance 

in AHCCCS, 
healthcare.gov, and 
Sun Life’s discount 

program!

• Primary Care
• Onsite Labs
• Onsite Pharmacy*

• Chronic Conditions
• Behavioral Health
• Diabetes Education

San Manuel Family Practice 
(520) 385-2234 

23 McNab Parkway

Oracle Family Practice 
(520) 896-2092 

1870 W. American Ave.

*Full Pharmacy at San Manuel location only. 
Prescription pickup available at Oracle. 

when combined, these four 
bioreserves, (two on the 
American side and two on 
the Mexican) make up the 
second largest wilderness 
preserve on the planet - 
perhaps soon to be the 
largest depending on the 
extent of drilling in the 
Arctic Wilderness Refuge.
  Sad to say, the last 
Mexican gray wolf 
disappeared from the 
Pinacates in the 1970s but 
according to unconfirmed 
reports a funny thing 
has happened since the 
wolves went extinct from 
the region.  On full moon 
nights sometimes you can 
still hear the ghosts of the 
wolves howl. Sometimes 
you can even see their 
shadows, just their 
shadows, racing across the 
landscape, feral ghost dogs 
running wild.
  Suddenly the sand will 
shift, the earth will open, 
and the grave of Melchior 
Diaz opens wide.  The 
ghost of Melchior Diaz 
rises up from the earth still 
riding atop his magnificent 
stallion, lance in his hand, 
preparing to battle wolves 
once more.  The horse 
gallops into the darkness as 
the ghost wolves flee before 

it and Melchior Diaz aims 
his lance, shouting out the 
conquistador battle cry of 
“Santiago! Santiago!”
  Female adventurers are 
safe from this ghost when 
they travel the Camino 
Diablo but male travelers 
must be especially wary, 
because like Ichabod 
Crane’s headless horseman, 
the ghost of Melchior Diaz 
seeks to replace that which 
he has lost and we all know 
just which particular body 
part the ghost of Melchior 
Diaz no longer carries.

CONQUISTADOR

Of course we don’t know 
what Melchior Diaz might 

have looked like, but maybe 
something like this?
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John Hernandez
Pinal Nugget

American Legion Heroes
of the Copper Corridor

PARADE

Members of the American Legion 

often serve as Color Guard for 

parades.

With Memorial Day and Flag Day past and the Fourth of July right around 
the corner, veterans’ organizations like the American Legion and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars are becoming more active in the Copper Corridor. 
Just last month the Superior VFW and American Legion hosted Memorial 
Day services at the war memorial at Fairview Cemetery. 

  The American Legion is a wartime 
veterans’ organization which 
supports service to veterans, service 
members and community. They have 
been influential in securing many 
benefits for veterans, influenced 
social change and provided many 
programs for children and youth. 
The American Legion was formed in 
1919 by members of the American 
Expeditionary Forces who had 

fought in World War I. Membership 
quickly grew as many veterans in 
communities across the nation joined. 
  In Arizona, American Legion posts 
were established including a number 
along the area we know as the Copper 
Corridor. In its early years, it was 
customary to name a post after a local 
service member who had been killed 
in action. In 1919 the communities in 
the Copper Corridor that established 
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SALUTE

Memorial Day 2018 the Superior 

American Legion and VFW hosted 

services to honor the fallen. 

Photo by Jose Lira Jr.

posts were: Ray, Hayden, Superior, 
Globe and Miami. 
  The town of Ray established the 
John H. Pruitt Unit #18. United 
States Marine Corporal, John H. 
Pruitt, died in France at Blanc Mont 
Ridge, Oct. 4, 1918. In 1919 he 
was awarded the Medal of Honor 
posthumously. The Tucson Daily Star 
reported: “According to the official 
citation, Pruitt attacked single handed 
two German machine guns which 
were spraying the American troops 
with a hail of lead. He silenced both, 
killing their operators. Continuing, he 
raided a German dugout, capturing 
forty of the enemy.” The following 
day, Pruitt was killed in action.
  Pruitt’s mother, Belle Pruitt, 
accepted the medal. In 1920, a Navy 
cruiser ship was named for John 
H. Pruitt. His parents attended the 
christening in Maine. 
  There was some controversy about 
the Ray post taking the name of 
John Pruitt as it was known that the 
Pruitt family lived in Alhambra and 
Phoenix where John grew up and the 
newspapers had been calling Pruitt a 
Maricopa County resident. The Ray 
post Adjutant, Orion M. Zink, wrote a 
letter to the Arizona Republic which 
said that John Pruitt had enlisted in 
Ray and was considered a Pinal boy. 
It was also known that Pruitt had 
been living in Kelvin in 1916. There 
were other local men who had lost 
their lives in World War I. 
 The first group of officers for the 
John H. Pruitt, Ray American 
Legion Post #18 were:  A.P. Maygar, 
Post Commander; S.E. Stretton, 
Vice-Commander; Miss Josephine 
Cunningham, Treasurer; and Orion 
M. Zink, Adjutant.
  Following World War II, the town 
of Sonora, what started out as the 
Mexican section of Ray (Ray-Sonora) 
established a post which was known 
as a Spanish-American chapter of 
the Legion. The Sonora American 
Legion Post #69 received its charter 
in May 1947. It then became known 
as the Amador – Larini post. It was 
named for two men from Sonora who 
were killed in World War II, Louis L. 
Amador and Manuel H. Larini.
  Louis Amador lost his life while 

serving as a B-24 aerial gunner during 
a bombing mission. Staff Sergeant 
Amador posthumously received 
the Air Medal with two oak clusters 
“for exceptionally meritorious 
achievement while participating in 
ten separate bomber missions and 
for meritorious achievement in the 
destruction of one enemy airplane 
while serving as crewman in a 
bombardment mission over enemy-
occupied Continental Europe.” His 
father, Auralio Amador of Sonora 
accepted the medal from Colonel 
M.M. Munn, Commander of Davis-
Monthan Field. Louis’ mother and 
two younger brothers were present 
during the ceremony.
  Staff Sergeant Manuel H. Larini was 
killed in action in France June 6, 1944 

Continued on page 8
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Arizona Financial Services

Warren J. Myers
Independent AdvIsor

representAtIve

Phone (520) 385-4725
Fax (520) 385-2521

www.warrenjmyers.com
603 W. 6th Avenue

San Manuel, AZ 85631-1105
Securities offered through Questar Capital Corporation (QCC), Member FINRA/
SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Questar Asset Management (QAM) 
a Registered Investment Advisor. Arizona Financial Services is independent 
of QCC and QAM.

VISIT MY WEB SITE!
www.warrenjmyers.com

My Web Site Includes:
• My practice – an overview of me and my practice.
• Research Center – interesting articles on a variety of topics.
• Calculators - allow you to do “what if” scenarios.
• Newsletter – articles on a variety of topics, rotated 

monthly. 
• Glossary of Terms – alphabetical listing of financial terms.
• Market Indexes – quotes and portfolio tracking
• Contact Me – a mechanism that will allow you to 

communicate with me 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!

one simple call to 811 gets underground 
utility-owned lines marked for free.

not calling can be life threatening and costly.
You can harm yourself or others, disrupt natural gas service to an entire neighborhood, 

and potentially be responsible for injuries, repair costs, and criminal penalties.

Natural gas lines can be buried anywhere. If you ever suspect a natural gas leak, call 

911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020 immediately, whether you’re our customer 

or not.

Call 811
Before you dig!

Whether you’re a homeowner or professional excavator, every digging 
job requires a call — even small projects — so be sure to:

• Call 811 at least two working days before starting any digging project

• Wait for the site to be marked

• Respect the marks

• Dig with care

For more information about natural gas safety, visit

swgas.com/safety

or call 877-860-6020

during the landing operations of D–
Day. He was 19 years old. He left Ray 
High School to enlist in the Air Corps 
in 1943. He was stationed in England 
and had completed many bombing 
missions and had been awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. He 
was survived by his mother Lupe 
H. Gomez, his step-father Salvador 
Gomez and three sisters, Esther, Eva 
and Emma Larini. 
  The first group of officers for the 
Amador-Larini post were: Lawrence 
Cittadini, Commander; Fred Flores, 
Adjutant; Joe Duarte, Finance Officer; 
Luis Mesques, Sergeant at Arms; and 
Eulalio Acevez, Chaplain. In 1965 the 
town of Ray Sonora was destroyed by 
the Kennecott Copper Corporation 
to expand ots open pit mine. The 
Legion posts were temporarily on 
hold. The John H. Pruitt post would 

be re-established in the new town of 
Kearny. In 1968 the Sonora American 
Legion would merge with the Kearny 
post and become known as the John 
H. Pruitt & Amador-Larini Post 
(P.A.L. Post #18).  
  In October 1919, the Hayden 
American Legion Post #22 was 
established. It would be named for 
Norman E. Griffin, who was killed 
in France while operating a tank 
machine gun advancing towards 
some German machine gun nests. 
A German shell blew off the top of 
the tank as well as Norman’s head 
as reported by newspapers. The tank 
driver survived.
  The Norman E. Griffin post 
boasted that 100% of veterans in the 
Hayden area had joined. The Ray 
Consolidated Copper company had 
donated $100 to the support of the 

post. Dues were $5 per year. The first 
group of officers for the post were: 
H.R. Christie, Commander; L.J. 
Reinhardt, Secretary; and George H. 
Parsons, Treasurer.
  In the summer of 1919, the Kern 
American Legion Post #17 was 
formed in Superior.  It was named 
for William P. Kern. Private William 
Kern, while serving with the 109th 
Infantry, was fatally wounded in 
June 1918 during action in the Aisne 
offensive in France. He had been 
reported missing in action until July 
1919, when his parents received the 
news. 
  On Nov. 11, 1919, the Kern Post 
sponsored an Armistice Day (now 
known as Veteran’s Day) ball at the 
Magma Club. All Superior’s veterans 
were there, as Magma Copper had 
given the evening shift veterans the 

American Legion
Continued from page 7
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Like us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PinalNugget

day off with pay. 
  The American Legion Post in Globe 
was organized in July 1919. It was 
named the Henry Berry Globe Post 
#4. According to the Bisbee Daily 
Review, “Henry Berry was one of the 
first Globe boys killed in action on the 
battlefields of France and the World 
War veterans of this city felt that his 
name should be honored in those who 
returned. Henry Berry was the son of 
J.H. Berry a well-known resident of 
this city.”
  The officers of the new post were 
Post Commander, M.F. Murphy; 
Vice-Commander, Ed Chilson; 
Executive Committee: C.C. Faires, 
Jack Low and Dr. Wales. 
  In Miami, the Harrington-Gray 
Miami Post #5 was also established 
in July 1919. It was named for Parmer 
Harrington and Bertram Gray. 
Harrington was killed in action in 
December 1918. Gray had enlisted in 
July 1917 and was reported to have 
died in December 1918. 
  American Legion membership 
peaked following World War II. In 
the 1990s it began to dwindle. Legion 
halls have closed around the country. 
In small town Arizona, some posts 
have closed down while others that 
once had their own American Legion 
halls, now meet in public facilities. 
Two American Legion posts that are 
no longer shown as being active are 
the Miami and Hayden posts. A post 
in San Manuel which was established 
in the 1950s is no longer active. The 
Kearny and Superior posts now meet 
in public venues. The Globe Henry 
Berry Post #4 is still active and has 
its own clubhouse on Broad Street. 
These active posts will be 100 years 
old next year. They continue to 
work for veterans and give to their 
communities as well as keep the 
memory alive of some of the brave 
soldiers who have given their lives for 
their country.
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 Refinancing from another financial 
institution is easy.

Finance or Re�nance Your New & Used RV or Toys
with PCFCU and Get a Free Yeti® Roadie 20 Cooler!* 

 Loans for new and used Toys & RVs.
 O�er ends June 30, 2018.

*Yeti® is the trademark of Yeti Coolers LLC. Minimum loan amount for Yeti® cooler o�er is $2,500 for toys & $5,000 for 
RV’s. Yeti® cooler ordered upon funding of loan. Limit 2 Yeti® coolers per member. O�er ends 6/30/2018. Subject to 
membership eligibility, loan is subject to credit approval, not all members will qualify. O�er valid for direct purchase in 
branch or online �nancing or re�nancing consumer vehicles only. Does not include �nancing through dealer(Indirect 
lending) or commercial vehicles. Excludes the re�nancing of vehicle loans currently held at PCFCU. May not be 
combined with any other o�er. Other restrictions apply. Subject to change without notice. See Credit Union for details.

CLICK:  PinalCountyFCU.com
CALL: 520-381-3100
VISIT: Any PCFCU branch







Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523

Thanks for 
Making
Us #1
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NO CITY SALES TAX!

3950 W. HWY 77 � ORACLE, AZ (Just 2.7 miles north of the Biosphere)

Our Body Shop and Service Department Do Excellent Work

Call 520-818-FORD (3673)

Best Prices on 
New & Used!

1812 W. American Ave., Oracle, AZ
(520) 896-9099 • (520) 400-0242 (Cell)

www.olhoracle.com

Stop by our offi ce for a complete listing of available homes, manufactured 
homes and land for sale in Oracle and the surrounding area.

605 W. 6th Ave., San Manuel
MLS#: 21800235
Newly remodeled, large spacious ranch home 
with open fl oor plan featuring 3 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms, stone walled gas fi replace in the living 
room, updated kitchen with abundant cabinets, 
granite counter tops and new appliances, plus a 
huge separate family room! New carpet and new 
A/C and furnace. New roof on home. Full covered 
open patio area plus a separate outbuilding for a 
workshop with new roof. Some new double pane 
windows. Hot tub conveys as is, owner has never 
used it. Intercom system. $105,000

719 N. Owens St., Mammoth
MLS#: 21618742
Beautiful deck above the carport and back porch 
w/ mountain views, new shingled roof, remodeled 
home, new doors, security doors, fl ooring, kitchen 
and bathroom fi xtures, painted int/ext. Skylights, 
double pane windows, oak kitchen cabinets, 
fans, front and back porches, nice sized yard 
with trees. Additional room off one bedroom great 
for offi ce or craft room. Large remodeled room/
offi ce or guest room off of the carport with laundry 
area. So many possibilities with this home. Very 
motivated owner, make offer. $79,000

Spalding Computer  
Service & Repair 

(480) 269-1243 

Proudly Serving the  

Copper Area and Beyond 

Data Recovery  

& Transfer 

Software &  

Hardware Set Up 

Virus Clean Up  

& Speed Up 

Repair & Parts  

Replacement 

Facebook.com/spaldingcomputers 

Spaldingcomputerservice.com 

230 W Main St 
Superior, AZ 85173 

The New Way to 
Think About 

I.T. 



Places to stop when you visit 
the Copper Corridor!

An easy 
day trip 

from 
Phoenix or 

Tucson!

320 Live Oak St Miami, AZ 85539 928-793-4514
www.pinalmountainfl owers .com

Your Holiday
Gift Giving 
Specialists

– Fresh Flowers & 
So Much More

Pinal Mountain Flowers

420 W. Main St., Superior, AZ • 520-689-2265
SaveMoneyMeats.com

SAVE MONEY MARKET
A Resupply Stop on the 

Arizona Trail
Home of the Fresh Roasted 

Hatch Green Chilis
August to Mid October

LOVELOVELOVELOVELOVELOVELOVE

IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!IN SUPERIOR!
22ndndndndndnd FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY

PRESENTED  BY:
Random Boutique  •  Untangled Hair By Pam •  

SunFlour Market  •  Porters Café  •  Superior Sweets  •  
Felecia’s Ice Cream  •  Rose’s Roses & Gecko Colleckto’s  

• Superior Skin Care  •  Rolling Rock Gallery
• Superior Chamber of Commerce
• Sole to Soul Awakening  •  VFW

• Picket Post Antiques  •   King Chiropractic
• Superior Optimist Club


