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Arizona EIR
Transported to W. Virginia Gy vy

Elk were once the most commonly distributed member of the deer family
in North America, living everywhere except the Great Basin Desert and
southeastern coastal plains. Their population is believed to have reached
ten million before Columbus arrived. The southwest, especially Arizona,
was home to a subspecies known as Merriam’s Elk.
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In 1893, realizing that
overhunting and loss of
habitat was causing the
population to crash, the
Territorial Legislature
created a hunting ban. It
was too little too late and
Merriam’s Elk is believed
to have gone extinct about
1906. Another subspecies
of elk also went extinct
in the east at about the
same time. By 1922, the
population for the entire
continent is believed to
fallen to 90,000. Almost
half of the remaining
population for all of
North America lived in
Yellowstone.

In 1913, 83 elk from the
Yellowstone herd were
released at Cabin Draw
near Chevlon Lake. More
Yellowstone Elk were
released in Arizona in
1929. The numbers have
grown steadily ever since
until today the population
is believed to have reached
40,000. The first hunts
were allowed in 1935. The
Arizona population has
grown so rapidly that
the hunts are considered
necessary to stop huge
herds from overwhelming
the environment. In 2002,
Arizona was determined
to have enough elk to send
some to Kentucky as part

of a restoration project
there. Soon, Arizona will
be shipping 250 elk to West
Virginia.

First the Arizona elk
must be captured in the
wilderness. This is no small
feat. Brandon Loomis
described the action for
the Arizona Republic on
Feb. 3, 2018. A helicopter
tracks the elk through
the forest and across the
mountain ridges. On the
helicopter, a sniper shoots
arifle loaded with a net and
not bullets. After netting
the elk, a wrangler drops
to the ground from the
helicopter and hobbles the
animal’s legs. The eyes are
covered and the animal is
sedated. A team arrives to
wrap the elk in a bag and
the bag is suspended from
the helicopter, with the
elk’s snout poking out. The
helicopter flies the dangling
elk to a corral or, in the
video I saw, deposits it
gently in the bed of a truck.

Elk are huge beasts. They
are the second largest of the
deer family, trailing only
moose. They average 600 to
800 pounds but have been
known to weigh as much
as 1,200 pounds. Despite
being so large, elk can attain
speeds of 40 miles an hour
and can sustain 30 miles an
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@ KAIBAB ELK

hour for extended periods a beautiful majestic elk sound carries for miles
Photograph of a male

of time. Anybody who has standing on the side of the and is more than enough
startled up elk and heard road, so majestic that I to make you believe in elk (Cervus canadensis)
them thundering through assumed it was a statue until  extraterrestrials or Bigfoot near Tusayan, Arizona.
the forest can attest to what it turned its head. In the as you listen and cower
large and powerful beasts autumn, the high country inside your tent.
they are. fills with the eerie high Soon the hills of West Service, Southwestern
One of my favorite elk pitched whistling known as  Virginia will echo Region, Kaibab National
sightings came while hiking ~ bugling. The shrill shrieking Continued on page 5
along the General Crook
Trail. My friend Jerry ; .
discovered an atlatl dart
and shortly after that we
saw a large elk. That atlatl
dart, dating back to the
Archaic, is exactly the type of
Pleistocene weaponry early
Native Americans used to
bring down large beasts such
as elk, mammoth and long
horned bison.
Elk are known for their

Photo courtesy U.S. Forest

Forest.

large antlers. Once, I saw

sTATUE (@)

Elk statue that can be found in
Sedona at Tlaquepaque.
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Random ‘Boutique

Pinal Nugget

Visit us in Superior on the Second Friday of the Month!

i g miania THINK GREEN

151 Main St., Superior, AZ 85173
520.689.0166

Winter Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Summer Hours: Wed-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.facebook.com/randomboutiqueaz

OU

superior care
extends to

YOUR

\We have staff available 24 hours — ensuring
patients and their families in Oracle, San
Manuel and Mammoth are supported in

their final journey.

CASA
delaLuz

HOSPICE"

Hospice services are paid for by Medicare

20

YEARS OF
SUPERIOR CARE

1-844-544-CASA

May 2018

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter
and cool in the summer.

74

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.

Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

AZ Lic. #064669

m ,,.,homegro'_;p

18 N. Magma Ave., Superior

Superior Elite Team

Pamela Peck
Associate Broker/
Branch Manager
602.908.4377 cell
520.689.0149 fax i =)
pamela@myhomegroup.com — MLE o
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Continued from page 3

with the eerie autumn
sounds of bugling once
more. Arizona’s transported
elk are experiencing a
quarantine to make sure
they are not carrying
diseases which will doom
the project. Arizona’s elk are
especially valuable because
they are mostly free of these
diseases. Still one must
be careful and hence the
quarantine. Arizona’s elk
will combine with those from
Kentucky to repopulate West
Virginia. Arizona was one of
several states to contribute
to the reintroduction of elk
into Kentucky in 2002.

I worked for many years
at restaurant in Sedona in
the Tlaquepaque complex of
shops and galleries. There is
a tiny patio which is perched
just above a life sized bronze
statue of an elk. All day long
people pose for selfies with
the elk. Most of them feel
the need to touch the giant
statue, almost reverently,
as if they patting a magical
beast for good luck.

I remember this one time
I saw two old men wander
in the sculpture garden,
looking a little lost amidst
this tourist trap of galleries,
restaurants, and stores
filled with expensive knick
knacks. The old men walked
silently and slowly side
by side. Both men were
wearing work boots, denim
pants, flannel shirts, and
baseball caps. Gradually
they wound their way
through the rose bushes
and Buddha statues to end
up at the life sized metal
elk. They reach out to touch
the life sized statue, bronze
bovine beast raising his head
proudly as if to whistle and

bugle, magnificent rack of
antlers with spikes pointing
to the heavens like the stars
of a celestial constellation.
The old men stretch their
fingers tentatively, as if they
are expecting fur instead
of metal. They touch the
life sized elk statue, look
at each other and smile,
expressing themselves with
wordless nods. Perhaps the
silence has been practiced,
hours of quiet sitting in the
hunter’s lair, waiting for the
ambush. Maybe everything
there is to say, every joke,
every story, every insight
has been said before, during
countless conversations
over thousands of roaring
campfires. Perhaps the
most important things
will never be said. How
our time on this earth is
finite. How every breath is
measured. How every heart
beat no matter how wild and
excited or calm and serene
moves us one step closer to
that inevitable ending.
Then there is the elk. There
is the bond between the
men and the elk. There
is the bond between the
two men as they work
to together to chase the
elk. Is there any need to
mention how the pursuit of
an animal so magnificent
becomes a religious
quest eventually. The
old men smile and nod
silently. There is no need
for words because surely
somewhere in the forest
a beautiful brute of a
bovine beast calls with a
tremendous bugle - fur,
hoof, antler, and bone
quivering with the song of
the mountain as it echoes
from stone to stone.

Pinal Nugget

Healthcare for Everyone.
It’s What We Do.

SUN LIFE FAMILY HEALTH CENTER

Excellence in Health,Wellness & Education

We accept most major insurances,
Medicare & AHCCCS.

San Manuel Family Practice
(520) 385-2234
23 McNab Parkway

Oracle Family Practice
(520) 896-2092
1870 W. American Ave.

Primary Care
Onsite Labs

Onsite Pharmacy
Chronic Conditions
Behavioral Health
Diabetes Education

Hablamos Espafiol

Sun Life offers free
enrollment assistance
in AHCCCS,
healthcare.gov, and
Sun Life’s discount
program!

www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org

Sun Life Family Health Center is Your
Non-Profit Community Health Center

f

*Full Pharmacy at San Manuel location only.
Prescription pickup available at Oracle.
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Exploring the Art of
Chris Lucic

John Hernandez
Pinal Nugget

Painting, photography, sculpture. Oracle artist
Chris Lucic has his hand in many different
mediums in his journey. But what has emerged is
beautiful and eclectic and completely him.

@ THE ART OF LUCIC

Three pieces of art by
Chris Lucic showcase hs
quirky style and sense of
humor.
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Chris grew up in the farmlands of
Ohio. At age 17, he began learning the
trade of watch making. He said he
didn’t know it at the time but it would
lead to a career. Chris does high grade
restoration and repairs on high end
watches. He once had a retail watch
repair store in Tucson.

In 1985, he purchased land in
Oracle. It took him seven years to
design and build a house on the
property where he now lives with his
wife, Anne.

Chris considers himself a part-time
artist although he says he cannot
remember not painting or doing art.
He does it because he “loves it.”

He paints, takes photographs and
creates sculptures.

And last year, he began dabbling
with portraits. He says he creates

portrait stories of how he sees the
Continued on page 8

(© THEARTIST (1) PATIO CAFE

Chris Lucic poses with two of his pieces Chris Lucic calls this piece 'Fork in
at the recently held Oracle Artist Studio Sky’

Tour.
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@ ORACLE SAILCART

@ BOTANICAL

The Oracle Sailcart was designed
by Chris Lucic and executed by Chris Lucic's botanical sculptures include natural
Randy Halliday. materials that can be found near Oracle.
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Call 811

) b ant . ] =
ONE SIMPLE CALL TO 811 GETS UNDERGROUND
UTILITY-OWNED LINES MARKED FOR FREE.

Whether you’re a homeowner or professional excavator, every digging
job requires a call — even small projects — so be sure to:

- Call 811 at least two working days before starting any digging project

« Wait for the site to be marked

« Respect the marks

« Dig with care

NOT CALLING CAN BE LIFE THREATENING AND COSTLY.

You can harm yourself or others, disrupt natural gas service to an entire neighborhood,
and potentially be responsible for injuries, repair costs, and criminal penalties.

Natural gas lines can be buried anywhere. If you ever suspect a natural gas leak, call
911 and Southwest Gas at 877-860-6020 immediately, whether you’re our customer
or not.

For more information about natural gas safety, visit "
swgas.com/safet:
g . w:

Arizona
Financial Services

IRA AND ROLLOVER
HEADQUARTERS

IRA Contribution Limits:

The Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation
Act 0f 2001 (also known as the pension reform or tax
cut bill), increases contribution limits for all Individual
Retirement Accounts (IRAs), with special “catch-up”
contributions for individuals over age 50. Here’s a
summary of the new limits through 2018.

Tax Year Under 50 50 Plus
2016 $12,500 $15,500
2017 $12,500 $15,500 WARREN J. MYERS
2018 $12,500 $15,500 REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

www.warrenjmyers.com

Phone (520) 385-4725 » Fax (520) 385-2521
603 W. 6th Avenue, San Manuel, AZ 85631-1105

Securities offered through Questar Capital Corporation. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory
Services offered through Questar Asset Management (Q.A.M.), a Registered Investment
Advisor. Arizona Financial Services is independent of QCC and QAM.
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Chris Lucic

Continued from page 7

person that posed for him.

He describes his art as “stylish and quirky.” Some of his
photographs are double exposures or a photo layered over
another photograph. He incorporates local materials and
themes into some of his art work.

Recently at the Oracle Artist Studio Tour, Chris had some
botanical sculptures on display. They were partly made
from the stems of the yucca baccata or more commonly
known, banana yucca, which grows around Oracle.

His painting of the Patio Café is a reproduction of
the original which was painted to celebrate the 5th
anniversary of the café.

If you live in Oracle, you probably pass by one of his
creations every day. The Oracle SailCart, next to the Post
Office is part of the Ore Cart Trail in the Copper Corridor.
Chris designed the metal sculpture which was fabricated
by Randy Halliday.

For a part time artist, Chris does all right.

LAYERED PHOTO @

Look closely and you will see the
many different layers Chris Lucic
included in this piece.
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D E S E RTV' EWﬂt GET TICKETS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATIONI
CALL: (520) 825-2818 OR VISIT:
PERFORMING A EE o TICKETS.SADDLEBROOKETWO.COM

UPCOMING SHOWS 2017-2018 Season

Quest Fine Arts Festival

May 2 - May & 7:00PM / TKS 17 Tucson

Jazz
Institute

& ..'».. / = / ..-n'_\"—

. - .
8\ / -' ;k Tucson Jazz Institute
- \ - h\ , i,h b, Saturday, May 5, 7:30PM / TKS $30

CRIMSON HOUSE MURDER
Saturday, May 12, 2PM 8 7PM / TKS $17
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() ORTHODOX B L. 5ROOKS & DUNN
TRIBUTE .
This piece by Christ Lucic evokes : NEON CIRCUS

thoughts of Orthodox architecture. : Saturday, May 19, 7:30PM / TKS $30

THE REUNION BEATLES
Saturday, June 9, 7:30PM / TKS $30

LANIVIAD MMM

®) 98182-528 (029)

MMM
A~ 4

BEATLES SUPER SONGS of the 60's

e tfaied Friday, June 29, 7:30PM / TKS $30

TEENIDOLS
Wednesday, July 25, 7:30PM / TKS $30

6€268 7V 'NOSINL ‘'OML IN00IgI1aavs

JNYA ISNOHENTI HLNOS 0066€
d3IN3I SLY INIWAOS3d MIINLY3STA

SLOWHAND
Saturday, August &, 7:30PM / TKS $30

Like us on FacebooRk
FacebooR.com/PinalNugget
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ma ceor eﬁnance ourNew& se RVor
lth PCFCU and Get aFree Yeti’Road:eZO Cooler"

. .: 5 % i A N

”Reﬁnancmg from ¢ an the ﬁna cial

~ CLICK: PinaICou‘ntyFCU.com

- CALL: 520-381-3100
VISIT: Any PCFCU branch

Pinal GCounty
Federal Credit Union*

Like Us on
f Facebook

*Yeti® is the trademark of Yeti Coolers LLC. Minimum loan amount for Yeti® cooler offer is $2,500 for toys & $5,000 for
RVs. Yeti® cooler ordered upon funding of loan. Limit 2 Yeti®coolers per member. Offer ends 6/30/2018. Subject to
membership eligibility, loan is subject to credit approval, not all members will qualify. Offer valid for direct purchase in
branch or online financing o refinancing consumer vehicles only. Does not include financing through dealer(Indirect
lending) or commercial vehicles. Excludes the refinancing of vehicle loans currently held at PCECU. May not be

combined with any other offer. Other restrictions apply. Subject to change without notice. Seeltédit Union for details.

May 2018

Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523
Thanks for

el u.a'—"e Ly
Luke Like °
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ORACLE LAND & HOMES

Spalding Computer
service & Repair

(480) 269-1243

Data Recovery
605 W. 6th Ave., San Manuel 719 N. Owens St., Mammoth

& Transier MO0 MLS#: 21800235 MLS#: 21618742
T B Newly remodeled, large spacious ranch home  Beautiful deck above the carport and back porch
The New Way ‘0 P * with open floor plan featuring 3 bedrooms and 2 w/ mountain views, new shingled roof, remodeled
k 4 Soitware & bathrooms, stone walled gas fireplace inthe living ~ home, new doors, security doors, flooring, kitchen
Think Mmm S Fo room, updated kitchen with abundant cabinets,  and bathroom fixtures, painted int/ext. Skylights,
E 3 % g' granite counter tops and new appliances, plusa  double pane windows, oak kitchen cabinets,
LT v == Hardware Set Up huge separate family room! New carpet and new ~ fans, front and back porches, nice sized yard

A/C and furnace. New roof on home. Full covered  with trees. Additional room off one bedroom great

L Virus Clean Up open patio area plus a separate outbuilding fora  for office or craft room. Large remodeled room/

230 W Main St &' workshop with new roof. Some new double pane  office or guest room off of the carport with laundry

Superior, AL85(73 & Speed o ittt S0 st 1. Ve
Repair & Parls 1812 W. American Ave., Oracle, AZ

Stop by our office for a complete listing of available homes, manufactured
homes and land for sale in Oracle and the surrounding area.

Best Prices on
New & Used!

3950 W. HWY 77 « ORACLE, AZ (Just 2.7 miles north of the Biosphere)
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320 Live Oak St Miami, AZ 85539 928-793-4514
www.pinalmountainflowers .com

S USRI

208.946.3000

facials. waxing. dermoplaning. peels. mokeup.

LION PLa
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Bullion Plaza Cultural Center & Museum
150 N. Plaza Circle, Miami, AZ

Open Th-Sat 11-3, Sun 12-3

I (©28) 473-3700 NN

www.bullionplazamuseum.org

oraclefurniture.net @
CUSTOM SOUTHWEST

COPPER | PETROGLYPHS | SAGUARO RIS | COLOR

ChuCK JAFFE (520) 96-208% ORACLE, AL

l

SAVE MONEY MARKET

A Resupply Stop on the : ,
Arizona Trail el
Home of the Fresh Roasted i I__
Hatch Green Chilis o
August to Mid October o |

420 W. Main St., Superior, AZ . 520-689-2265
SaveMoneyMeats.com

Authentic Mexican Food
Breakfast Served
Banquet Hall Upstairs
Tortilla Factory
Bar & Restaurant
Catering

5201689'5465 [

-I
el |
Ty
&Y



