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Dobson is a sweet, playful little dog. He is
spending his days in a volunteer foster home,
waiting to be adopted. His foster parents say
he’s a great little dog, and housetrained.

Dobson is said to be about three years old,
although he looks a little older ... perhaps
his “serious look” leads to him seeming to be
more mature. His ideal home is one where he
has another dog to play with, but he’d also be
happy if he had only humans as his friends.
He is a versatile little guy which hopefully will
help him adjust in a new home.

Continued on page 3
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Friends
for Life

Obituaries are published free of charge in the Southeast Valley Ledger. If you
have an obituary you would like us to print, please email it to
info@SEVLedger.com or submit it online at www.CopperArea.com.

ANt RESCUR

Ifriem:_ls
for Life

AMIMAL RESCUE

You can also request our newspaper through the mortuary or funeral home.

“Local Family Owned and
Operated Since 19517

We care about our community. S AN TAN MOU N TAI N VI EW

That is why we encourage

* Caring Staff *
* Funeral Services *
* Cremation *
* Cemetery *

Funeral Home and Advance Planning Center

21809 S. ELLSWORTH RD
QUEEN CREEK, ARIZONA 85142

* Reception Room *

Advance Planning.

We offer 10% off pre-planning packages for
Veterans of all military branches every day of the year.

480-338-2632

Fully staffed Mon-Fri 9-5.

e — Evenings and weekends by appointment.
WECARESANTAN@MVFUNERALHOME.COM » WWW.SANTANFUNERALHOME.COM
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DOBSON

Continued from page 2

Since he is waiting for a new home in
a foster home, please send an email to
FFLdogs@azfriends.org for more
information about him or set up

an appointment to see him! If you
can’t e-mail call asking to meet him
at the shelter number 480-497-

8296. His adoption fee is $150 and
he is fully vaccinated, neutered,
microchipped, licensed, and move-in
ready!

You can also visit the shelter on line
for more information at http://www.
azfriends.org/.

Happy Holidays!
Maria’s Tailor Shop

in Queen Creek
EXPERT ALTERATIONS

Formal Wear ¢ Career Wear ¢ Casual Wear
Professional * Timely  Affordable

22632 S. Ellsworth Rd. * 480.599.5910
M-F 9-6, Sat 9-3 « Same or Next Day Service Available

HOLIDAYS SPECIAL

25% off any single alteration
Coupon expires 12/31/15

LEDGER CHURGH DIREGTORY

St. Michael the Archangel Church
25394 N. Poseidon Rd., Florence

Rev. Fr. Dale A. Branson, Pastor
520-723-6570

Weekend Masses (held at Copper Basin K-8 School), Saturday 4 p.m., Sunday 8 & 10:30 am.
CCD Classes Sunday 9:15 am.

www.stmichaels77.org « pastor@stmichaels77.org

Call Mila Besich-Lira at 520-827-0676 or email at
mila@sevledger.com to be included in the directory!

Have a service man or woman you'd
like us to recognize? We are proud to
support our military and will publish
the information at no charge. Email
information to info@SEVLedgercom

[T THE WEEKERD

DECEMBER

18-2

Come experience the traditional
holiday light drive in the Pecan Creek
neighborhood of Waverly Dec. 18-24,
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. New this year is the
no charge trolley shuttle (Christmas
Wish charity donations are certainly
welcome). The shuttle pickup location
is Combs Middle School, 37611 N.
Pecan Creek Dr., San Tan Valley. The
drop off location will be at the loop
entrance, 38333 N. Carolina Ave., San
Tan Valley. The classic trolley is no
wheelchair equipped or accessible.
For more information, please visit
www.loopoflights.com and www.
trolleybell.com.

Loop of Lights
in Pecan Creek

2 Full ‘Cold’ Moon Hike
at Regional Park

The nights are long and dark and
the moon is at its highest trajectory
because it is opposite of the sun.
Head over to the San Tan Mountain
Regional Park and meander along the
Stargazer loop trail for an easy 2.2
mile trail. Listen for sounds of wildlife
while enjoying the silvery glow of
the desert. Flashlights are welcome.
Dress comfortably and wear closed
toed-shoes and bring water. Meet
at the main trailhead area. The hike
starts at 7 p.m. and is included with
the $6 per vehicle entry fee. For more
information, go online to: http://
www.maricopa.gov/parks/santan/
The Park is located at 6533 W. Phillips
Rd., Queen Creek, AZ 85142.

JANUARY

Florence Copper Coffee
Club to Meet

Join Florence Copper on Thursdays
at 10 a.m. for the weekly Coffee Club.
Enjoy a hot beverage and pastry with
other residents of the community as you
chat about the Florence Copper Project,
the future of Florence, or anything else.
Coffee Club meets at the Florence Copper
Community Center, located at 130 N.
Main St. in Florence. Due to the holidays,
the Coffee Club meetings for Dec. 24 and
31 have been canceled.

POWWOW comes to
Farmers Market

On Saturday, Jan. 9, Produce on
Wheels Without Waste will return to
the San Tan Valley Farmers Market.
Buy 60 pounds of produce for just
$10. And you get to pick it out!
Artisan breads will also be available
for purchase. The Farmers Market is
located at Combs High School, 2505
E. Germann Rd., San Tan Valley. For
more information please call 602-

684-54809.
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Pinal Supervisors postpone lowering impact fees

By James J. Hodl
Copper Area News

A proposed revamping of how Pinal
County levies developmental impact fees
on new construction will have to wait until
early 2016 while the county’s Board of
Supervisors wrestles with making the fees
fairer for senior citizen housing.

Such fees are levied to finance road

By charging progressively higher fees for larger homes, aren't you
encouraging builders to build smaller homes? We already have enough
small housing., We need more variety in Pinal County!

Pinal County Board of Supervisors

and infrastructure (including parks)
improvements necessary to accommodate
increased populations and traffic resulting
from the building of new residential
homes, and industrial, institutional and
commercial construction projects. These
fees are paid at the time the building
permit is issued.

Under Resolution 120915-DF considered
at the December 9 Board meeting, most

Todd House

Have you taken the
Blood-Thinning Drug

Xarelto?

You may be entitled to Compensation.

800-941-9624

« Internal Bleeding + P y Emboli
+Stroke + Or Even Death
+ Heart Attack

Legal help is available NOW!
Call us for a FREE CASE CONSULTATION.

impact fees would be lowered in Pinal
County, while the fee structure for
residential housing would be increased
from two to four categories. Instead of
separate fees for new homes under and
over 1,500 sq. ft., the new categories
would be under 1,000 sq. ft., 1,001 to
1,500 sq. ft., 1,501 to 2,100 sq. ft., and over
2,100 sq. ft.

In the four Pinal County Developmental
districts, impact fees would rise only in
the North Central District (which includes
Apache Junction, San Tan Valley and
Queen Creek), and not in all construction
categories. For instance, in the less than
1,000 sq. ft. residential category, the fee
would drop from $4,462 to $3,940 but
rise in the 1,001/1,500 sq. ft. category
from $4,462 to $6,532. Fees also would
rise in the over 2,100-sq.-ft. residential,

Institutional, Commercial and Other
Services categories.

In the South Central, East (including
Superior, Kearny, San Manuel, Oracle and
Mammoth) and West districts would see
all impact lowered from current levels,
with non-residential construction fees in
the West District dropping by more than
$7,200. An additional fee was levied on
construction in the extreme northern part
of the East District (including Superior)
where there are no arterial roads.

The Resolution was drafted based
on a 19-month study conducted by
the Tischler-Bise consulting firm. An
earlier draft had fees rising more than
in the current proposal, especially in the
North Central District, where much of
the projected population and economic
growth in Pinal County during the next

The City of Show Low hub of the beautiful White

N Mountains in Northeastern Arizona, is secking

fill the following position openings:

Communications Dispatcher Police Department

For deadlines, position details, application and further information
please access the City’s web page at www.showlowaz.gov. The City
of Show Low is Equal Opportunity/Americans with Disabilities

N | Employer (EOE/ADA).

WISE COMPANY

QUALITY PREPARED
FoODS

FAST & EASY
PREPARATION

THE NATION’S LEADING
EMERGENCY FooD PROVIDER

EMERGENCY
RECOMMENDED

CALL NOW AND RECEIVE A FREE SAMPLE

800-316-6468

EXTENDED
SHELF-LIFE

Finding Senior Housing .
canbe complex, butit (R
L

JUST ADD
WATER

doesn’t have to be.

“You can trust
A Place for Mom
to help you."

- Joan Lunden

Call A Place for Mom. Our Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help
you understand your options. Since 2000, we've helped over one million
families find senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

a
Q place ‘
for
mom.

A Free Service for Families.

Call: (800) 672-4615

A Place for Mom is the nation’s largest senior living referral information service. We do not
own, operate, endorse or recommend any senior living community. We are paid by partner
communities, so our services are completely free to families.

NEW YEAR'S EVE I’AII'I'Y

THEWESTIN

800-266-4800 s,
'$199.% TICKET SPECIAL INCLUDES:S

oQvernight Hotel Guest Room oMusic and Dancing ™

03 Course Served Dinner oVariety Entertainment

03-Act Murder Mystery Comedy Show oMagic & Fortune Telling

oMidnight Champagne Toast oResort, Golf & Spa Privileges

oBalloon Drop, Party Hats, and more  oSeparate Supervised Kids Fun Available
*Special rate is per person double occupancy. Does not include applicable taxes, service fees or resort fees.

#® Nifzcom

E6x 6F WINTER
WONDERLAND

Packed in this gorgeous snowflake
box is 4 pounds of deliciousness,
including:
Salted almonds
Butter toffee pecans
Salted pistachios in the shell
Mint chocolate espresso beans
Dried apricots
Peppermint malted milk balls
Dark chocolate cashews
Red chocolate covered
sunflower seeds.

1007%
SATISFACTION

6NLY
$39.99

The Best Premium Nuts, Shipped Fresh.
Dried Fruit, Snacks, Flours, Grains and More.

Extra Special Offer For New Customers:
Get 4 FREE samples of your choice with your first purchase*
nuts.com/savory
FROM OUR NUT+Y FAMILY TO YOURS SINCE 1929

*Offer valid for new customers only, with $25 minimum order. See website for full details.
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to consider special needs for large retiree homes

10 years. But the fee structure was
recomputed in the interim following
criticism by Supervisor Stephen Miller
(R-Casa Grande) that the higher fees
would scare off some future construction.

Carson Bise, a managing partner in
Tischler-Bise, described the proposed
changes in the county impact fee structure
during the meeting. Among other
tweaks in the fees, Bise noted that the
fees designated for road improvements
were capped at current levels for single-
family homes but boosted for apartment
complexes. Fees designated for public
safety improvements were decreased
54% for residential construct while
increased over 100% for non-residential
construction.

The portion of the impact fee going
to support the San Tan Substation
will increase by $6 ($150 to $156)
on residential construction; $244 on
nonresidential construction.

In response to Bise, Supervisor Anthony
Smith (R- Maricopa) said he was pleased
with what the study proposed, but added,
“I have one caveat. There is no proposal
for a special exemption process for special
projects such as senior citizen housing.”

Smith criticized the fee structure for
assuming that in all cases, the size of a
home determines how many people will
live there and how many cars they will
own and use on county roads. But in
retirement communities, homes larger

than 2,100 sq. ft. are occupied by only
one or two elderly people who stay on
community property to use the amenities
and travel outside less often than a typical
family.

This opinion was backed by Peter
Gerstmann with Robson Communities, a
subdivision development firm.

“In the SaddleBrooke and SaddleBrooke
Ranch communities in southeastern Pinal
County, home generally larger than 2,100
sq. ft. are occupied by retired people.
Average per-home occupancy in these
two communities is 1.7 people, not the
5.2 people the study said for a home that
size. Impact fees should reflect a home’s
intended use, not some hypothetical
average,” said Gerstmann, whose firm is
responsible for the Robson Ranch and
Quail Trail projects.

Supervisor Pete Rios (D-Dudleyville)
wasn’t totally buying the argument.

“When you retire, shouldn’t you be
downsizing instead of upsizing?” he
argued, adding that providing a break for
large retirement homes will move the cost
of the impact fee to smaller homes.

Supervisor Todd House (R-Apache
Junction) said he wasn’t pleased with
the doubling of impact fee categories for
residential housing

“By charging progressively higher fees
for larger homes, aren’t you encouraging
builders to build smaller homes? We
already have enough small housing. We

Pinal County is considering a change to impact fees in hopes that it will encourage

a larger variety of building.

need more variety in Pinal County,” House
said.

House also argued that the trend in
levying development impact fees is
moving away from tying the fees to square
footage. But Bice replied that the study
found no evidence of that, adding that
if House knew of any counties dropping
square footage as a criteria for impact fees
he should tell him where.

Spencer Kamps, legislative affairs vice
president with the Arizona Home Builders
Association (AHBA), also told the Board
his group didn’t like the impact fee
structure proposed in the Resolution.

“AHBA opposes the ordinance as
proposed, not because we want lower fees,
but because we want fairer fees,” Kamps
testified. “When you base fees on square
footage, you create disparity in housing
choice. Likewise when you base road
upgrade fees on trip counts. You should let
consumers determine the types of housing
they want.”

Kamps added that infrastructure and
safety improvements shouldn’t all fall on
new construction. Existing residents in the
area benefit as well and should share in

the cost.

Gerstmann echoed Kamps that existing
residents who benefit from improvements
should pay for part of them.

After nearly an hour of debate,

Smith proposed that the Board put off
consideration of Resolution 120915-DF
until it be reworked to consider special
exemptions for retirees who want to

build large retirement homes. But Rios
countered with his own proposal that the
Resolution be adopted right away and that
tweaks be considered later.

“We’ve been working on this Resolution
for more than 1.5 years. Let’s not waste
that work. Enact it now because we need it
now. We can consider exemptions later,”
Rios said.

But the Board went along with Smith’s
proposal and consideration of the
Resolution will resume on January 6,
2016.

As the Resolution called for the new
impact fee structure to become effective
on March 14, 2016; it is assumed that
under the 90 day requirement in Pinal
County statutes, the effective date will be
moved back.

America’s Diner is Always Open!

Kids Eat Free Tuesday &

Thursday Nights from 4-10 p.m.

BUY 1 ENTREE GET 1 ENTREE FREE

with a purchase of 2 beverages

Not valid with any other coupons or promotional offers. Valid at San Tan Valley location only.
Offer expires Jan. 5, 2016.

FREE APPETIZER

with a purchase of 2 entrées

Not valid with any other coupons or promotional offers. Valid at San Tan Valley location only.
Offer expires Jan. 5, 2016.
------------------------I
e <

1758 W. Hunt Hwy, San Tan Valley + 480-888-1636

I---L--I
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the POR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT *

)v FOR MEALTHY LIVIMNG
FOR SOOAL SESAOMSMLITY

Join us for four days of Winter Camp fun!

Join us for 4 days and nights of fun and exciting Winter Camp action
December 28th - January 1st! This winter wonderland program is
offered to campers who want to spend the New Year at their favorite
overnight camp. Campers will have the chance to connect with
friends and favorite counselors before they come back for the

summer. It is great for ages 8 all the way up to age 16!

~ R, Tyee— g ‘
b o, =i % A )

L._..._.......-.-—M
Activities:
e Paintball e Climbing Tower
e Catapult e S'mores
e Campfire e Gingerbread Houses

e AND MORE!

e Marshmallow Towers

To register or find out more:

Download a camper application at www.azycamps.org
Mail to:
YMCA Camping Services
5725 South Senator HWY
Prescott, AZ 86303

Merry Christmas, Arizona

ine miles north of Winkelman,

Arizona are the ruins of the ghost

town Christmas. In the springtime
the mountain slopes surrounding Christmas
are covered with bright orange poppies. The
poppies grow in lush fields, in cascades of
petals down the rock walls to the Gila River.
A geologist once told me that the brightly
colored flowers are a botanical indicator of
copper in the soil along the old roads leading
to the old ghost town. They give a clue as to
the mining history of Christmas.

The town nearly had an earlier history and
a different name. Dennis O’Brien and Bill
Tweed staked and worked mining claims
here in 1878. A rival operation was begun
in 1882 by Dr. James Douglas. The miners
never realized the great potential for profits
in their diggings because they ran into legal
problems. They discovered the claims were
on the San Carlos Indian Reservation and
were thus invalid.

The rich copper deposits were left

undisturbed until December of 1902 when N.

J. Mellor and George Crittenden discovered
that the reservation boundaries had recently
been redrawn and now excluded the mineral
laden area. The two men rushed in and
named both the town and the mines for the
day of their arrival. So when the first post
office was established less than three months
later, the town of Christmas, Arizona was
officially founded.

The official historical dates of western ghost
towns are usually designated by the opening
and closing of the United States Post Office.
The Christmas post office was closed on
March 30, 1935, officially becoming a ghost
town. They say that the largest ruins left in
Christmas belong to the General Store which
used to have the Post Office window inside.
During the holiday season, it became the
most important place in town as thousands
and thousands of parcels, cards, letters, and
packages came through the little town to get
the distinctive “Christmas” postmark.

The biggest year round industry in town
was still copper mining. Located in the
Dripping Springs Mountains, Christmas sat
on a huge ore deposit. During its heyday,
the industry supported as many as 1,000
residents.

From time to time the ownership of
the town changes hands. The claims are
still occasionally worked and sometimes
temporary residents move to Christmas and
live alongside the ghosts of past prospectors.

Northeast of Christmas is another place
associated with wildflowers and minerals.
This special place is also near the banks of
Gila River but unlike Christmas, - Peridot

.

FUERY A IUSIIGS

By Gary Every
Special to the Ledger

Mesa remains well inside the boundaries
of the San Carlos Indian Reservation. The
mesa is named for what is found here -
peridot. Peridot is the gem variety of the
mineral olivine and is generally considered
the birthstone of August. This bright green
gem stone is similar to a much lighter (and
inexpensive) version of an emerald.

The countryside surrounding Peridot Mesa
does not appear to be rich in copper; there
are only scattered poppies blossoming in the
springtime. Still, every time I stand atop
Peridot Mesa, a big table top of a mountain,
my eyes are dazzled by the flowers. Just
which flowers depends on which blossoms
are in season in Apache country. In the late
summer, daisies wave in the breeze. The
smiling daisies complement the bright green
gemstones glittering in the sunlight. During
the spring, seas of blue lupines cover the
hills. The lupines roll away in azure waves,
reaching all the way to the horizon where
the distant purple mountains mark the
beginnings of the Mogollon Rim.

It is the rocks which capture ones attention
in the end. Peridot is formed when there are
lava flows with a crust of green gemstones
perched on top, far beneath the surface of the
earth . This lava flow pushes upwards from
below but never quite reaches the surface. It
was this type of internal geological pressure
which forced this particular piece of earth
to rise and create Peridot Mesa in the first
place. Over many millennia, erosion has
washed away layer after layer of topsoil, until
the ancient lava with its crust of jeweled
olivine is revealed.

From atop the crown of Peridot Mesa you
see a view as splendid as that of any throne.
I have never been able to stand there without
feeling awe at the panorama of mountains
and blossoms. Beneath your feet the ground

Continued on page 11
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Queen Creek's Damien Sanchez signed his NLI with Arizona Christian University

last Monday at the school.

Andrew Luberda | Ledger

Queen Creek’s Sanchez
signs to play soccer at ACU

By Andrew Luberda
Southeast Valley Ledger

Queen Creek senior soccer player Damian
Sanchez signed his National Letter of
Intent with Arizona Christian University
during a signing event at the school on
Dec. 14.

Sanchez, an attacking midfielder for the
defending state champions, chose ACU
for a couple of reasons, including one
that every mother hopes to hear from her
college-bound child.

“I liked the small-school environment
and it’s close to home,” Sanchez told the
Ledger. “I don’t think I'd be able to live
without my mom.”

“It’s a great opportunity for me,”
he added. “Plus my club teammates
committed there too.”

Sanchez said he intends to study business
administration and finance at ACU.

He credits the opportunity to play for
Queen Creek, in addition to his club team,
for helping him prepare for the next level.
He acknowledged the Bulldogs state
championship also helped in getting him
recognition from college teams. He also
thanked his coaches, parents, family, and
teammates for assisting him along the way.

Queen Creek head coach Mauricio
Ramirez was asked what about Sanchez’
game will translate at the next level.

“He is by far one of the best players
on the team,” Ramirez responded. “He
distributes the ball perfectly on the field,
he’s a team member who helps all the
players get better, and overall his character
is just awesome. He’s a very coachable
player, puts a lot of hard effort into his
work, and the (ACU) coaching staff is
going to love the way he plays.”

And the best part is his mom will be right
by his side.

v
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NEW YEAR!
NEW HOURS!

OPEN!

Christmas Eve
New Year’s Eve &
New Year’s Day

the

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ©
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Starting January 1st, we
have new hours Monday-
Friday! We will be
opening at 4:30AM! Yes,
we are open December
24th, 31st and on
January 1st!

Bring your friends to
our OPEN HOUSE on
12/31/15 & 01/01/16!
Special membership
rate available for your
friend when they join
on December 31st or
January 1st!

HOURS OF OPERATION
12/24/15 & 12/31/15
From 5am till 1pm
01/01/16

From 4:30am till 1pm

COPPER BASIN YMCA

28300 N. Main St.

San Tan Valley, AZ 85143
480-882-2242 * valleyYMCA.org
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEH

Tyson Berringer

JUNIOR: POSTON BUTTE HIGH SCHOOL
SPORTS: BASKETBALL

You didn’t play a lot of organized
basketball leading up to high
school, yet you’re averaging nearly a
double-double per game — 11 points
and nine rebounds — in your first
varsity season in addition to more
than four blocks per game. To what
do you attribute the impressive
progress you’ve made so far?

That is true. Leading up to high school I
always focused on baseball. My freshman
year is when I really started caring about
basketball. Baseball helped me with
basketball because it help my hand eye
coordination develop; also teammates
and coaches teaching me new things to
help my game.

The team is off to a good start so

far this season; notwithstanding
getting robbed in the championship
game of the Thanksgiving Classic.
What are two reasons for the team’s
success so far?

For the team’s success we have a good
and a large variety of players. It also helps
when the whole team gels together really
well.

What are you most looking forward
to during your remaining one-plus
years at Poston Butte?

I am looking forward to getting my
last year of education and another year
playing for PBHS.

Finish this sentence: “My greatest
athletic memory so far at PBHS
is...”

When I achieved my goal of dunking as a
sophomore.

What is your favorite sports movie
and why?
My favorite sports movie would have to

Crah g

Tyson Berringer

be 42 because it shows everything Jackie
Robinson went through from the start of
his career through the end. It also shows
that he cared what people would say
about it, but he played his game, silenced
the critics, and won over his teammates.

Who is one person you’d most like
to meet and why?

One person I would like to meet would
probably be Kristaps Porzingis (New
York Knicks) because he is a rookie in the
NBA. I'd want to ask him how it is being
in the league.

Have a suggestion for an Athlete of the Week we should
recognize? Email your suggestions to sports@SEVLedger.com

Poston Butte's Qujuan Steward puts up a free throw during last Tuesday's game

versus Yuma.

Kelli Luberda | Ledger

Broncos beat Criminals like
they stole something

By Andrew Luberda
Southeast Valley Ledger

The Poston Butte boys’ basketball team
showed off its defensive versatility against
Yuma last Tuesday night in defeating the
Criminals, 57 — 27.

The Broncos shot only 1-for-10 from
three-point range in the first half and only
20 percent for the game but still won by
30 points.

“We work hard on defense and it pays
off on offense,” Broncos senior guard
Preston Anderson said after the game. “It
just leads to a lot of easy buckets. We had
(several) dunks off defensive stops alone.”

The game started slowly with the
Broncos leading 9 — 4 at the end of the
first quarter after a three-point play by
senior Qujuan Steward. The Broncos
increased their lead during the second
quarter, ending it withas5 - orunona
bucket by Anderson and three-pointer at
the buzzer by Josh Zaker.

The Broncos held a 25 — 14 lead at
halftime.

“We just hustled and did what we had
to do,” Steward said. “We made layups,
made shots, and got to business.”

The Broncos opened the second half
with a 14 — 5 run, extending their lead to
20 points during the first four minutes of
the third quarter that ended with them
holding a 47 — 22 lead.

The fourth quarter was highlighted by
a pair of dunks by Steward and junior
Tyson Berringer before the Broncos’
bench did their part in the 30-point win.

Steward led all scorers with 19 points
followed by Zaker with 12. Berringer
scored eight points on 4-for-5 shooting
from the floor.

Steward and Anderson finished with
seven and six rebounds, respectively.
Junior point guard Kevin Johnson had a
team-high five assists in the win.

The victory extended the Broncos’
modest winning streak to three games,
the last two in very decisive fashion.

Still, head coach Noel Nafziger knows
his team is capable of more as it’s shown

Continued on page 11
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Seton Catholic uses third-quarter run to beat Bulldogs

By Andrew Luberda
Southeast Valley Ledger

After trailing at halftime and falling further behind in the
first few minutes of the third quarter, Seton Catholic went
on a 13 — 6 run to take a 40 — 36 lead to end the quarter
before going on to finish off the Bulldogs last Thursday
night, 57 — 48.

“It was just that second half spurt,” said Queen Creek
senior guard Bradley Woods, who scored a team-high 14
points in the loss. “They came and had a couple runouts
on us off turnovers.”

“Missed matchups are what killed us toward the end,” he
added. “Turning the ball over, not getting back, and not
matching up; we couldn’t climb back.”

Bulldogs’ head coach Troy Gibson echoed Woods’ words
almost verbatim.

“They had one spurt on us where they hit some three’s in
transition,” he said. “We didn’t get matched up on their
shooters.”

The Bulldogs fell behind early, down as many as six
points during the first quarter before senior Frigny
Niclasse drilled a three-pointer at the buzzer to cut the
deficit to 15 — 12.

A7 —1run that included three-point plays by Woods and
Niclasse in addition to a bucket by Kade Parks allowed
Queen Creek to take a 24 — 21 lead at halftime.

The Bulldogs went up by five at the start of the second
half before Seton started its run. The Sentinels also
benefitted from some poor shooting by Queen Creek.

“It was tough to score and we missed a lot of easy shots,”
said Gibson, before crediting Seton’s effort. “(Seton)
played good defense — they were in the right spots — but
those are shots we can make.”

Queen Creek closed to within 42 — 40 when a basket by
Niclasse was waved off after a very questionable charging
call. The play proved to be the final turning point as Seton
closed out the game with a 15 — 4 run.

“There are always going to be bad (calls),” Woods said
after the game. “We can’t let them decide the game.”

Gibson, who did acknowledge “some 50-50" calls didn’t
go the Bulldogs’ way, preferred to reserve comment until
watching the play on video. He didn’t stop from saying his
team didn’t help itself.

“We didn’t help our situation,” he said. “You have to
make your own breaks.”

The loss was the Bulldogs’ first in a section that figures to
have several teams battling for a state playoff berth.

“Tonight was a tough one,” Gibson said. “We needed that

»

one.

Have a service man or woman you'd
like us to recognize? We are proud to
support our military and will publish
the information at no charge. Email
information to info@SEVLedgercom
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Queen Creek's Frigny Niclasse puts up a jump shot agaisnt the Sentinels during last Thursday's game.
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Help Prevent Blindness
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BUSINESS & SERVIGE DIREGTORY

FAMILY SERVICES

MORTUARY

L
..--"Lf:.} 7o
SAN TAN MOUNTAIN VIEW

Funeral Home and Advance Planning Center
21809 S. ELLSWORTH RD
QUEEN CREEK, ARIZONA 85142

480-888-2682

WECARESANTAN@MVFUNERALHOME.COM
WWW.SANTANFUNERALHOME.COM

SERVICE ORGANIZATION

HOME INSPECTION

38 \ 51910

« Home Inspector
« Certified Residential Mold Inspector
« Property Condition Assessment Inspector

NON-PROFIT

NELWMENRYIlley Substance
G Coalition

Providing recoyZy s NttatiB
and prevention rEIHTYRaVRE TS
Vi v NN ance abuse and/
g ns =8 lth disorders.

SRRV TRV stvsac.weebly.com
(@I F IRt eRitormation, email:
N B @Rn tanvalley.com

SPORTS MEDICINE

« HUD/FHA Compliance Inspector
“W p p ! oS A &@
e Look ... Everywhere! Dc%
6723 E. Ellis St., Mesa
480.507.2775
alatisinspectionservice.com
NON-PROFIT
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‘- Forward

Foundation

Dedicated to improving the quality of life
in the greater Southwest, particularly Pinal
County. Time and resources are dedicated

60% toward economic development, 20%
in support of other non-profits and 20% in

support of culture and the arts.

PO Box 333, Florence AZ 85132
520.313.2134 « futureforward@cox.net

TAILOR

YOUTH SPORTS

=0 San Tan Valley
=> Lions Club

MEETINGS ARE HELD:
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7-8 p.m.
Sherift’s Community
Meeting Room
85 W. Combs Rd., Ste. 115
San Tan Valley

ARV
—

Visit us online at: http://bit.ly/ZSLp99

pORTS &
RTHOPAEdiC
PECIALISTS

505SportsMed.com
Phone: (480) 222-5601
3487 S. Mercy Road, Gilbert, AZ 85297

Maria's
Tailor Shop

In Queen Creek

EXPERT ALTERATIONS
Formal Wear * Career Wear ¢ Casual Wear
Professional * Timely ¢ Affordable

22632 S. Elisworth Rd., QC

480.599.5910
M-F 9-6, Sat 9-3
Same or Next Day Service Available

“NOBLE
DEFENDERS OF
P ., YOUTH SPORTS”
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PALADINSPORTS.ORG
480-392-3580

EMAIL: INFO@PALADINSPORTS.ORG
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FACEBOOK.COM/PALADINSPORTS
TWITTER.COM/PALADIN_SPORTS

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR SERVICE HERE!

CALL THE SOUTHEAST VALLEY LEDGER AT 480-745-1461
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BRONCOS

Continued from page 8

more times than not during a 6 — 2 start
to the season.

“It certainly wasn’t our best
performance,” he said. “We did a good
job defensively for the most part, but we
still gave up 8 to 10 points on layups and

they only scored 27. If we take care of that
we’re really good.”

Upcoming schedule: Dec. 28 vs.
Westwood at Sabino Holiday Tournament
(4 p.m.). Other tournament games, times,
and locations are TBA.

CHRISTMAS

Continued from page 6

is littered with green crystals. It looks as
if some helicopter bombed the mesa with
broken green glass.

One day I noticed that the top of Peridot
Mesa was crawling with ants. Carefully they
picked in mazes of green crystals. For those
ants it must have been just like living in
the Land of Oz; inhabitants of the Emerald
City. Towering above the tiny insects I could
imagine myself as some sort of wonderful,
wonderful wizard.

“Ouch!” I shouted, slapping at my pant leg.
One of the ants was biting the king.

The peridot found atop the mesa is of a
good gemstone quality. In fact miners are
active here; activities overseen by the Apache
nation. There is also illegal mining, as rogue
prospectors trespass on reservation lands.
Sometimes there are even running gun
battles between the Apache and prospectors;
echoes of the Old West and Mangas
Coloradas.

From atop Peridot Mesa you can see
forever, but a series of rolling hills and a
deep narrow gorge prevent you from seeing
the Gila River. You can smell it however.
Even during the hottest and driest parts of
the summer, the moisture from the river
arrives on the breeze and refreshes. The
river pays it no mind, the water rushing
downstream.

I love to float on the Gila River, and have
traveled on the swift current by canoe and
inner tube. I prefer the canoe. The stretch
of river just below the Coolidge Dam has
been protected as a bald eagle nesting site
and has been closed to the public. A canoe
or a tube can be launched near Drippings
Wash and still provide quite a long ride
before you reach the park along the shores
of Winkelman. I wield my paddle to brake,
power, and steer; feeling the weight of the
water in my shoulders. The flowers and
trees flutter in the breeze while the insects -

butterflies, wasps, and dragonflies, - hover
and pirouette. As1I float forward, always
forward, birds such as crane, egret, mallard,
and kingfisher, fly overhead, following the
bends in the canyon.

It is hard to believe that in 1846, General
Stephen Kearny tried to drag cannons along
the shores of this rugged river. General
Kearny used tired and frustrated mules to
haul the howitzers along these steep canyon
walls. From where I sit in the bottom of the

canoe, gazing up at the towering rock walls, it

seems an impossible task. When Kearny and
his weary soldiers, (eager to enter California
before the Mexican American War ended
without them) reached the confluence of the
San Pedro River and the Gila,

Kearny came up with a new name for the
river. He wanted to call it “Hog River”
because of the large number of javelina

who lived along the shores. This site would
eventually become the town of Winkelman,
Arizona.

Sometimes when I drive along the winding
stretches of asphalt on State Highway 77,
where the road follows the cliffs above the
Gila River, and I see the sign announcing the
town of Christmas approaching, I will crane
my neck and try to spot some of the ruins
of the ghost town from the road. And while
I have never yet succeeded in seeing the
ruins of the general store with the post office
window inside, I have also managed to avoid
driving off the road, plummeting from the
cliffs and into the shallow river far below. I
will happily call that result a draw and close
this article by wishing a merry Christmas,
Arizona to all and to all a good night.
Editor’s Note: Gary Every is a columnist
who writes for the Ledger’s sister
newspapers, Pinal Nugget and Oracle
Towne Crier. We thought our Ledger
readers would enjoy this story about a
nearby landmark.

Have a story idea for us? We'd love to hear from you.
Email your suggestions to info@SEVLedgercom

Preston Anderson (11) launches a three-pointer against the Criminals.
Kelli Luberda | Ledger

NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT!
Gift Yourself 2%* Cash Back!

Refinance Your Auto Loan From
Another Financial Institution!

B Get 2%?* cash back

B Lower your monthly payments

B Free up cash for the holiday season

CALL: 520-381-3100

CLICK: www.PinalCountyFCU.com

VISIT: Or apply in person at any
PCFCU branch

* Special offer valid from October 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015. Subject to membership eligibility
and loan is subject to credit approval. Rebate offer not available on current Pinal County FCU
auto loans. Minimum loan amount of at least $10,000 t o qualify for the rebate. The cash
incentive will be 2.00% of loan proceeds up to a maximum of $500 and will b e paid at closing.
Cash incentive cannot be used to lower the amount financed. Must retain vehicle financing at

@)
Pinal Gounty
Federal Credit Union®

Pinal County F CU for a minimum of 180 days to earn full cash incentive. Tax reporting of rebate
is member’s responsibility. Credit Union reserves the right to discontinue this offer at any time.
See Credit Union for details.
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FlorenceCopper.com

The Florence Copper Project

It’s about an opportunity for
our community

COME FOR A

SITE TOUR & LEARN MORE
call 520-374-3984 to book a tour

We are to
Environmental Protection
and Economic Opportunity

The Florence Copper Project offers the rare

opportunity to have both
I® ELORENCE
COPPER

The Bubbly Hostess Serves a
Mini Spinach Lasagna RQH Ups

he hubby and I used to throw a

big holiday party the first weekend

in December; this went on easily
for 15 years. In 2013, I spent the year
battling breast cancer and had my first
reconstruction surgery on November 1st of
that year. Even though I had in my head
that we would still have our party, we did
not. My dad passed away in early 2014,
he loved Christmas and with my mom,
attended many of our holiday parties.
When the holidays rolled around last year,
I still wasn’t ready to host it.

This year, I decided to invite a few

friends over, along with their kids, and
we even got dressed up a little bit. One
of the dishes I served was these Mini
Spinach Lasagna Roll Ups —they are ideal
for kids and adults! We served cocktails
and appetizers while the kids decorated
cookies, ran around outside, and watched
the movie “Elf”. It was perfect. It was our
Holiday Party Redux. It will happen again

Mini Spinach Lasagna Roll Ups
Makes about 48
Recipe courtesy of Girl Who Ate Everything

8 Lasagna noodles, cooked

1 (10 ounce) package Green Giant™ frozen
chopped spinach, thawed and well drained
1 (15 ounce) container ricotta cheese

1/2 cup Parmesan cheese

1egg

1/2 teaspoon minced garlic

1/2 teaspoon ltalian seasonings

1 (15 ounce) can pizza sauce

1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese

Salt and pepper, if desired

Freshly grated Parmesan cheese, to garnish

Preheat oven to 350°F.

In a medium bowl combine spinach, ricotta,
Parmesan cheese, egg, garlic, and Italian
seasonings. Add salt and pepper if desired.

Pat noodles dry with a paper towel and lay
them on parchment or wax paper. Cut each
noodle in half widthwise. Fill each noodle
with 2-3 tablespoons of the ricotta mixture,
leaving an inch empty on one side of the
noodle. Start rolling each noodle up, ending
on the side that has one inch empty. This is so
that the filling doesn't spill out the end.

Slice each noodle in half with a sharp knife
and place roll seam side down in a baking
dish sprayed with cooking spray. Make sure
you have a dish that has a 1-2 inch edge so

THE BUBBLY HOSTESS

By Heather Sneed
Special to the Ledger

next year.

I love to hear feedback - please visit my
blog at www.bubblyhostess.com. You
can also follow The Bubbly Hostess on
Facebook, Pinterest, Instagram, and
Twitter.

you can cover it with foil later and not mess
up the rolls. If you like your pasta with crispy
edges, no need to cover it.

Place 1 teaspoon of pizza sauce on top of
each roll and top each with a teaspoon of
mozzarella.

Cover baking dish tightly with foil and bake
for 18-20 minutes or until cheese is melted
inside. Serve with warm pizza sauce for
dipping.

Freezer instructions: Prepare as directed
above but freeze right before baking. Reheat
by baking for 25-30 minutes at 350°F. Or for
a quick snack, freeze after baked and pop
one in the microwave any time you want a
little bite!




