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“We sure could use a little good news today.”
— Anne Murray
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Advertising Information
For a free media kit, call Mila at (520) 827-0676 or go online 

to: CopperArea.com and click on “Advertise With Us.”
www.facebook.com/randomboutiqueaz

151 Main St., Superior, AZ 85173
520.689.0166

Winter Hours: Tues-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Summer Hours: Wed-Sun 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Find the Random in You!

Random Boutique

Visit us in Superior on the Second Friday of the Month!

 Celebrate the holiday season with Jim Curry and his band, as they present 
“A Rocky Mountain Christmas”, a spiritually uplifting  medley of seasonal 
and John Denver songs on Friday, Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m. at the Gold Canyon 
United Methodist Church.  This concert will send everyone home full of 
hope about peace, love, and the wonders of earth…just what we need more 
of today.

A Rocky Mountain Christmas
to be presented in Gold Canyon

  Jim Curry’s tributes to 
John Denver have been 
hailed by critics the world 
over.  Given his remarkable 
voice and appearance, 
Curry was selected by CBS 
to provide the background 
songs on their production of 
“Take Me Home, The John 
Denver Story.”
  Purchase advance adult 
tickets for $25, and students 

for $5 at: 
• Canyon Rose Storage, 6405 
S. Kings Ranch Rd., Gold 
Canyon; 
• Apache Junction Chamber 
of Commerce on the Apache 
Trail; or
• Through the website 
www.gcac1.com via PayPal.  
  Adult tickets at the door are 
$30.  

Continued on page 3
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JOHN DENVER
Jim Curry will perform John Denver 

songs and other seasonal favorites in 
Gold Canyon on Dec. 15.

Concert
Continued from page 2

Five places to stop 
when you visit the 
Copper Corridor –

An easy day trip from 
Phoenix or Tucson

oraclefurniture.net
CUstom Southwest

Copper  |  Petroglyphs  |  Saguaro Ribs  |  Color

FURNITURE FOR ALL ROOMS
Chuck Jaffe (520) 896-2244 Oracle, AZ

Co� ee • Pastries • Deli • Gi� s
Monday-Saturday 9am to 4pm

Sunday noon-4pm
149 W. Main St., Superior

480.216.5092
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Experience the Ancient History
of Arizona

Ruins • Artifacts • Museum • Gardens • Gift Shop

Open Daily 9-4:30
1324 S. Jesse Hayes Rd., Globe

928.425.0320
globeaz.gov/visitors/besh-ba-gowah

Besh Ba Gowah
Archaeological Park and Museum

320 Live Oak St Miami, AZ 85539 928-793-4514
www.pinalmountainfl owers .com

Your Holiday
Gift Giving 
Specialists

– Fresh Flowers & 
So Much More

Pinal Mountain Flowers

  The Gold Canyon Arts Council, a 
non-profit organization, promotes the 
performing and visual arts, student 
Arts education, and is supported 
in part by the Arizona Commission 
on the Arts, WESTAF, the National 
Endowment for the Arts, local 
corporations, and businesses.

IF YOU GO ...
WHAT: Canyon Sounds 
Artist Series: “A Rocky 
Mountain Christmas, Jim 
Curry and the Songs of 
John Denver”

WHEN: Friday, Dec. 15, at 
7:30 p.m.

WHERE: Gold Canyon 
United Methodist Church
6640 S Kings Ranch Rd.
Gold Canyon, AZ
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Gary Every
Pinal Nugget

Conquistadors
in Arizona

I am a Child of 

the Sun, perhaps 

you have heard 

of me, line up 

your women and 

bring me some 

turquoise.

How many people know that the first Post Colombian explorer to reach 
Arizona was a Black Muslim?  His name was Esteban. When Esteban first 
arrived in the New World he was not listed among the crew but the cargo.  It 
was noted that a hidalgo named Dorrantes had brought along two slaves on 
the Navarez expedition. 

  The Navarez expedition was a 
complete disaster.  More than four 
hundred men set out to conquer 
Florida under Navaraez’ command 
and only four would survive.  Four 
conquistadors, Cabeza de Vaca, 
Castillo, Dorrantes and his slave 
Esteban wandered slowly westward, 
always expecting to find Mexico City 
over the next hill.  From beginning 
to end the journey took nine years 
and covered thousands of miles.  It 
is believed they became the first 
conquistadors to enter Arizona 
somewhere around the Chiricuahua 
Mountains.
  Faster than Europeans could reach 
the interior of the North American 

continent, germs and disease were 
racing inland, creating plague 
and devastation.  Everywhere 
the conquistadors went the local 
populace was devastated by 
plague.  The four men began to 
perform faith healings, and were 
soon given credit for miraculous 
cures including curing the blind and 
raising the dead.  They soon were 
accompanied by thousands of Native 
Americans who believed the lost and 
wondering conquistadors to be holy 
men and referred to them as the 
Children of the Sun.    
  Upon their triumphant return to 
Mexico City, Cabeza de Vaca wrote 
a book about the experience which 

contained rumors of undiscovered 
wealthy kingdoms on the northern 
frontier.  These kingdoms made of 
gold were called The Seven Cities 
of Cibola.  When the Moors were 
overrunning the Iberian Peninsula 
in the 700’s there were stories 
that the seven bishops of Antilles 
had fitted a sailing ship and sailed 
west.  When Cortes overthrew the 
Aztec empire, all the looted gold 
made Spain the richest nation in 
the world.  The Aztecs had an origin 
story that detailed them migrating 
from a place called the Seven Caves 
of Aztlan.  Now De Vaca, Esteban 
and the other members of a long 
lost expedition arrived with news of 
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CONQUISTADOR

Mural depicting a Conquistador in 
Arizona.

a rich kingdom to the north called 
Seven Cities of Cibola.  Seven, seven, 
seven, many believed that it could 
not be a coincidence and urgent 
demands for an expedition to head 
north soon followed.
  Esteban was the only surviving 
member of the Navaraez expedition 
willing to return to the wilderness 
frontier.  However, the Spanish 
never would have allowed for a Black 
Muslim slave to lead an expedition 
of Christians.  The governor of 
Mexico put Fray Marcos de Niza, 
a religious man, in charge of the 
exploration party.   On the Arizona 
border with Mexico, at the tiny town 
of Lochiel, a monument was erected 
to designate the spot where Esteban 
and De Niza may or may not have 
crossed into what is now Arizona in 
1539.
  Esteban quickly shed his European 
clothing, stripping down to a 
loincloth, feathers, and body 
paint.  At every village Esteban 
would announce, “I am a Child of 
the Sun, perhaps you have heard 
of me, line up your women and 
bring me some turquoise.”  Esteban 
quickly assembled an entourage of 
five hundred followers and a harem 
of fifty women.  De Niza complained 
in his journal about Esteban’s 
“frequent, loud and vigorous” 
enjoyment of his harem.  Esteban 
was soon sent ahead in his familiar 
role as a scout.
  Esteban and much of his entourage 
were slaughtered by the Zuni at the 
village of Hawikuh.  A frightened 
de Niza got a glimpse of the adobe 
pueblo in the distance as the sun 
was setting and declared that it was 
made of gold.  He returned to the 
colonial capitol of Mexico City and 
the stories got grander.
  A new expedition set out, this 
one led by Francisco Vazquez de 
Coronado with Fray Marcos de Niza 
as scout.  The Coronado expedition 
was tremendous with hundreds of 

men, many of them astride horses 
as their metal armor gleamed in 
the sun.  There were hundreds of 
followers, many of them Native 
Americans from further south in 
Mexico.  There was livestock: cows, 
sheep and horses. These were the 
first domestic animals besides dogs 
to enter North America.  From the 
southwest, horses spread all across 
the continent, traded from native 
peoples to native peoples, changing 
culture after culture.
  When Coronado and his soldiers 
arrived at Hawikuh they were 
enraged to discover the adobe 
pueblo walls were made of mud 
not gold.  They were so angry 
they almost hung the priest 
Marcos de Niza.  They invaded 
anyways.  Coronado was almost 
killed when one of the Zuni warriors 
defending the pueblo threw a 
rock which struck Coronado in 
the helmet.  Dazed, Coronado 
was pulled from the fray by his 
officers.  The Coronado expedition 
split up into many smaller groups 
who scattered and made themselves 
a terrible nuisance all across the 
region.
  The soldiers under Cardenas were 
the first Europeans to see the Grand 
Canyon.  They were unimpressed 
until they sent two scouts ahead to 
try and cross it.  Believing California 
to be an island, a small force under 
Alarcon was sent by boat to resupply 
Coronado in New Mexico.  They 
towed their sailing ship up the 
Colorado River for many weeks 
before abandoning their journey.  A 
small band of hearty adventurers 
under the command of Melchior 
Diaz was sent across some of the 
most rugged deserts on planet earth 
to meet up with Alarcon.  The Diaz 
group consisted of about fourteen 
conquistadors and forty sheep.  The 
wolves in the area were very happy 
about the sheep.  While battling 
the wolves, Melchior Diaz impaled 

himself upon his own lance and 
died soon after.  His ghost is said 
to rise from the desert sands on full 
moon nights, still astride his horse 
and ready to battle the ghosts of 
wolves who have been extinct in this 
region since the 1970s.  Coronado 
and his men conquered the Rio 
Grande Valley of New Mexico before 
departing to invade Kansas while 
looking for another lost mythical 
city called Quivira.  Quivira was 
never found and the Coronado 
expedition returned to Mexico 
City after a couple years, deemed a 
failure.  Cardenas later wrote in his 
journals that if instead of looking for 
lost cities of gold they had noticed 
the wonderful countryside around 
them, they could have become 
farmers and ranchers, leaving 
behind vast estates for their future 
grandsons.  Instead they were 
consumed only with gold.
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Giorsetti’s Superior Grocery
a hidden treasure in Winkelman
Giorsetti’s Superior Grocery store is one of the oldest continuously open 
grocery stores in Arizona and tucked away on Giffin Avenue in Winkelman, 
it remains a gem in the heart of the Copper Corridor.  



7Pinal NuggetDecember 2017

Healthcare for Everyone. 
It’s What We Do.  

www.sunlifefamilyhealth.org

Hablamos Español

Sun Life Family Health Center is Your 
Non-Profit Community Health Center

We accept most major insurances, 
Medicare & AHCCCS. 

Excellence in Health, Wellness & Education 

Sun Life offers free 
enrollment assistance 

in AHCCCS, 
healthcare.gov, and 
Sun Life’s discount 

program!

• Primary Care
• Onsite Labs
• Onsite Pharmacy*

• Chronic Conditions
• Behavioral Health
• Diabetes Education

San Manuel Family Practice 
(520) 385-2234 

23 McNab Parkway

Oracle Family Practice 
(520) 896-2092 

1870 W. American Ave.

*Full Pharmacy at San Manuel location only. 
Prescription pickup available at Oracle. 

HIDDEN GEM

Giorsetti’s Grocery has been located 
in the heart of the Copper Corridor for 
106 years.

GENERATIONS

William Giorsetti, left, and Jeff Giorsetti 
continue to run their family business in 

Winkelman.

  In 1911 the first 
generation of Giorsettis, 
Michael and Catherine, 
arrived in Winkelman 
from Italy setting up a 
bakery and door-to-door 
delivery of those products. 
They raised their family 
at that same location 
expanding their business 
to a General store.   
  Son Provino and his wife 
Ruby Jean carried on the 
family tradition.  
  At Giorsetti’s you could 

find clothing, boots, 
dry goods, housewares, 
groceries and meat cut 
to your specification. 
Anything you wanted it 
was there.  
  The third generation of 
family members, William 
and Jeff Giorsetti, still 
operate the grocery. One 
hundred and six years 
in business and still 
counting.  
  This gives great meaning 
to shop local.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICESCHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
10am  (Traditional)10am  (Traditional)10am  (Traditional) 10am  (Traditional)

6pm  (Family)
10am  (Traditional)10am  (Traditional)10am  (Traditional)

6pm  (Family)6pm  (Family) 6pm  (Family)6pm  (Family)
8pm  (Candlelight and Communion)8pm  (Candlelight and Communion) 

 

8pm  (Candlelight and Communion)8pm  (Candlelight and Communion)

THE GIFT IS THE GIFT IS 
JESUS

THE GIFT IS THE GIFT IS 
JESUS 

Our Church is a FamilyOur Church is a Family———Come Join Us!Come Join Us! 

Vista de la Montana ChurchVista de la Montana Church 

3001 E Miravista          www.Vistaumc.org 

1812 W. American Ave., Oracle, AZ
(520) 896-9099 • (520) 400-0242 (Cell)

www.olhoracle.com

Stop by our offi ce for a complete listing of available homes, manufactured 
homes and land for sale in Oracle and the surrounding area.

407 Sunset Dr., Mammoth
MLS#: 21723426
Spectacular views. Well kept 3 bedroom 
1 3/4 bath home on 2 lots, spacious 
kitchen with lots of cabinet space, large 
family room with a wood burning stove 
and an A/C. Lots of storage in the laundry 
room. Mature trees in a very private yard. 
Separate 2 car garage. Water softener, 
reverse osmosis. Large screened in 
porch. Motivated seller, make offer. 
$139,900

746 N. Tiger Dr., Mammoth
MLS#: 21610446
Well kept home on 3 lots, New Roof 2015. 
Nice mountain views. Wood kitchen cabinets. 
Large bedroom has its own exit door to the 
outside and a gas wall heater and its own 
evaporative cooler, would make a great guest 
or mother in law quarters. Workshop and a 
2-car carport. This is a must see, so many 
possibilities with this home. Town of Mammoth 
is the provider for water, sewer and garbage 
service. $61,800

NO CITY SALES TAX!

3950 W. HWY 77 � ORACLE, AZ (Just 2.7 miles north of the Biosphere)

Our Body Shop and Service Department Do Excellent Work

Call 520-818-FORD (3673)

Best Prices on 
New & Used!
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Like us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PinalNugget

THE
CHICAGO
EXPERIENCE

  Have you always wanted to sing 
the Messiah, but never had the 
opportunity? Your opportunity has 
arrived! The Voices in the Oaks and 
the Oracle Piano Society are pleased to 
present their first Messiah Sing Along 
on Sunday, Dec. 17, at 3 p.m. at the 
Oracle Center for the Arts (OrCA), 700 
E. Kingston St., Oracle.
  Singers may bring their own Messiah 
score, or use one of a limited number 
of chorus copies available at the door. 
Copies of the chorus parts will be made 
available for a nominal cost. Don’t care 
to sing? Audience members are invited 
to participate by either singing OR 
listening!
  George Frederic Handel’s 
masterpiece, Messiah, was written 
in 1741, and has long been a choral 
standard often performed by 
professional choruses and church 
groups alike during the Holiday 
season. Messiah is Handel’s most sung 
and most popular choral work.
  The Voices in the Oaks will be 
joined by members of the Catalinas 
Community Chorus to lead the 
audience in the performance of Part 
I, as well as the often performed and 
loved “Hallelujah” chorus from Part 
II. Solos from Part I will be sung by 
selected chorus members. The concert 
will be conducted by Chorus Director, 
Mary Huebner, and supported by piano 
accompanist, Sheryll McManus, who 
is also the music director for Oracle 
Union Church.
  The Voices in the Oaks Chorale is 
presenting this Messiah Sing Along for 
donation only! For reserved seating, 
visit www.oraclepianosociety.org to 
make your donation and obtain a 
ticket. You may also enter at the door, 
as long as seats are available.
  In the spirit of holiday giving, the 
Chorale is also requesting donations 
of canned goods for those in need this 
holiday season.
  Join the Voices in the Oaks for a 
spectacular afternoon of singing 
Handel’s Messiah!

Oracle’s Community 
Chorus to lead 
Messiah sing along
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THINK GREEN

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter 

and cool in the summer.

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.

Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

AZ Lic. #064669

Pamela Peck
Associate Broker/
Branch Manager

18 N. Magma Ave., Superior

602.908.4377 cell
520.689.0149 fax
pamela@myhomegroup.com

Superior Elite Team

What do you need to ship?

• Mail Box Rentals • Packing • Picture Framing
• Knife Sharpening • Document Shredding
• Document Faxing • Document Scanning

• Document Next Day Shipping • Document Copies
• Document Printing

MAIL WELL SHIPPING
15270 N Oracle Rd, Ste. 124

in Catalina
(NE corner of Bashas’ at Golder Ranch Rd)

520.818.0660
Authorized shipping center for:

DOMESTIC • INTERNATIONAL • GROUND • AIR

Warren J. Myers
Licensed Sales Representative
603 W. 6th Ave.
San Manuel, AZ 85631
520-385-4725, TTY 711
UHCMedicareSolutions.com

Local sales agent. Local 
Medicare Advantage plans.
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 CLICK:  PinalCountyFCU.com
CALL: 520-381-3100
VISIT: Any PCFCU branch

It’s Easy to Apply. O�er Expires 12/31/2017.

*Special o�er valid from 10/01/2017 to 12/31/2017. Subject to membership eligibility and loan is subject 
to credit approval. Rebate o�er not available on current Pinal County FCU auto loans. The cash incentive 
will be 2.00% of loan proceeds up to a maximum of $500 total and will be paid at closing. Loan refinanced 
must be at least $10,000 to qualify for rebate. Cash incentive cannot be used to lower the amount financed. 
Must retain vehicle financing at Pinal County FCU for a minimum of 180 days to earn full cash incentive. Tax 
reporting of rebate is member’s responsibility. See Credit Union for details. 

When You 
Re�nance
Your Auto Loan.

*

THE GOLDEN GOOSE THRIFT SHOP IS A 501(C)3 NON-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION.

Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523

Thanks for 
Making
Us #1



We thank you for your loyalty and hope that you will take advantage 
of every moment of happiness in the year to come. Here’s to a calm and 
prosperous new year!

Best wishes from the Pinal Nugget Team.

We’re making a list of all the people we want to acknowledge
and your name is on it! Thank you for being so good to us this year.


