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Getting lost in the 
Copper Corridor ...

Do you know where this building is located?
See Page 7 for the answer
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Steve Weber

Self Defense‘The Mats Don’t Lie’

Community Dog Training

TRAINER

Jay V. Smith

• Reward Based Methods
• One-on-One Training
• Class Environment
• Retrieve Training
• Rattlesnake/Toad Avoidance
• Clicker Training
• Obedience Training
• People Training
• Service Dog Training
• Fear, Aggression

(520) 709-2203
dogsattheriver@gmail.com

Vida asequible e independiente Para 
personas mayores de 62 años+

Criadero de árboles superior
199 W. Gray Drive
Superior, AZ 85173

El mejor momento en la vida es cuando puedes relajarte y 
disfrutar de la buena vida que te has ganado.
¡Nuestros apartamentos ofrecen comodidad, 

conveniencia y asequibilidad! 
 Algunos de nuestros servicios incluyen:

520-689-8072

Pisos amplios de un dormitorio
Alquileres subsidiados por el HUD 
Prestaciones de servicios públicos
Coordinador de servicios en el lugar

¡¡Llame hoy mismo!

Criadero de árboles superior
¡Pregunte 

por nuestros 
especiales de 

mudanza!

Oficina en el lugar
 Servicio de comidas a domicilio

 Sistema de llamadas de emergencia
 Hermosa vista a las montañas

¡¡Lavandería GRATIS!

www.ncr.org/superiorarboretum
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WANTED: 5 HOMES
TO APPLY SIDING

5 homeowners in this general area will be given the opportunity of having
new MAINTENANCE-FREE SIDING applied to their homes with 
optional decorative work at a very low cost.  This amazing new product has captured 
the interest of homeowners throughout the United States, who are fed up with constant 
painting and other maintenance costs.  The manufacturer of this product has been 
rated the highest nationwide for several years! This product is backed with lifetime 
labor and material warranty, and provides full insulation summer and winter.  This 
product can be installed on every type of home.  It comes in a choice of colors & is 
now being offered to the local market.  

AAA Siding - Improving Arizona homes for 28 years.
For an appointment please call:

1-800-510-0577 Az Lic#064899

Living with VISION LOSS?
If you’ve been diagnosed with macular degeneration, find out if 
special microscopic or telescopic glasses can help you see better. 
Even if you have been told nothing can be done you owe it to
yourself to seek a second opinion.

Dr. Paul Woolf
Toll Free: 888-243-2020
www.IALVS.com

By Steve Weber
Special to the Nugget
  The practice of Aikido 
does not require a 
commitment to “blind 
repetition” and stunted 
training methods. On 

the contrary, the practice 
of Aikido is a creative 
process that demands a 
focused mind, emotional 
maturity, and constant 
physical review so that the 
quality of training meets 

the goal of exceeding 
personal expectations. Isn’t 
that what one would want? 
So, what do we mean when 
we say that the “mats don’t 
lie”?
  It is not uncommon for 
people to embellish their 
strengths and diminish 
their weaknesses. In fact, 
this can be a positive 
feature in certain aspects 
of self-defense. However, 
training in a martial arts 
setting may be compared 
to working under a 

magnifying glass – the 
“mats” being the glass! 
They have no feelings; 
they can’t be reasoned 
with or deceived. They 
are a tool and only exist 
to offer some measure 
of protection. But they 
magnify any flaw in one’s 
training and the beauty 
of that is “that a flaw is 
only corrected by being 
revealed”. The “mats” 
allow for no self-deception. 
  Mistakes are obvious 
and can’t be denied. One 

can avoid a hard look at 
oneself for just so long, 
and then the reality of your 
character shows its true 
self. Self-examination may 
not “be mandatory, but 
it will be unavoidable”. 
It will require you to ask 
yourself the following 
questions: When will I stop 
doubting myself? Why do 
I allow fear to govern my 
emotions? Why do I resist 
change? When will I take 
an active part in correcting 
my negative thinking? 
How can I use my mind 
to control my body? How 
can I develop positive 
visualization techniques? 
When will I no longer 
make excuses for failing to 
achieve my goals? When 
will I accept responsibility 
for my own success or 
failure? When will I cease 
putting up self-destructive 
barriers that hinder my 
progress? When will I 
embrace the challenges 
placed before me? “The 
Mats Don’t Lie”!

  Mr. Weber is the chief 
instructor at the Aikido 
Academy of Self-Defense 
located at 16134 North 
Oracle Road, in Catalina. 
He has more than 45 
years of experience in 
the Martial Arts and 
has achieved skills in a 
variety of disciplines. He 
also teaches Tai-Chi on 
Saturday from 9 to 10 a.m.
  Please call (520) 825-
8500 for information 
regarding these and 
other programs. If 
you wish, check out 
the website at www.
AikidoAcademyOfArizona.
com.
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Self Healing

John Huntington

 Shining Light on the Flu

Neck & Back Pain Relief
Dr. John P. Huntington, D.C.

Short Term Care for Your: 
• Back & Neck Pain
• Shoulder, Hip and Knee Pain
• Sport/Golf Injuries

Medicare, Other Insurance Accepted

Oracle ................ 520.896.9844

Old Time Pizza
Kearny, AZ

(520) 363-5523

Thanks for
Making 

Us 
#1

By John Huntington
Special to the Nugget
The Flu ‘season’ is upon 

us - as well as non-stop ads 
for flu shots and over-the-
counter cold remedies.
Evidence of the 

effectiveness of the flu shot 
has been less than hoped 
for.  During the 2012-2013 
flu season, for instance, US 
flu vaccines were only nine 
percent effective against 
Type A (H3N2) influenza 
strain in people 65 and 
over.
The potential for side-

effects of the flu vaccine 
are a great concern for 
many.  These include 
life-threatening allergies 
to various ingredients as 
well as Guillain-Barre 
Syndrome and other 
neurological disorders, 
among others.  
These findings show why 

many people are looking 
for safe ways to improve 
our in-born immunity 
naturally.

In the early 80’s, a 
medical flu researcher 
studying the seasonal tie 
to flu outbreaks, proposed 
there must be a link to 
solar radiation and the 
human immune response.
That idea has now been 

well-documented, and 
Vitamin D – generated 
by sun on skin – has been 
dubbed the “Antibiotic 
Vitamin” as it produces 
‘anti-microbial peptides’ 
that fight infection. 
When the winter sun 

lowers in the southern sky, 
we receive less intense 
light.  We also dress 
heavier and are inside 

more during the cold 
months, all which reduce 
our sun exposure and 
subsequently our immune 
strength. 
In tropical climates, flu 

outbreaks are not near 
as common, and occur 
more during the rainy 
season when clouds reduce 
sunlight.
If you choose to take 

Vitamin D3 by mouth, 
it is important to know 
researcher show 5000 
to 8000 iu per day is 
needed to raise D levels 
adequately – however, if 
you take these amounts it 
is important to get a blood 

test to monitor levels, as 
well as adequate Vitamin 
K2 (especially if you do 
not eat organic pastured 
meat and eggs and hard 
cheeses – natural sources 
of this vitamin).
So the data is in – Mother 

Nature is on the job, 

we just need to join her 
OUTSIDE.
 Dr. Huntington 

practices Chiropractic, 
Biomedical Acupuncture 
and Physiotherapy in 
Oracle, Az.  520-896-9844  
huntingtonchiro@hotmail.
com. 

Subscribe to 

our website 

and view the 

newspapers 

BEFORE they 

hit the stand.

www.

copperarea.

com
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Use our banquet facilities or let us cater your private parties or events
305 E. American Avenue, Oracle • 520-896-3333 • www.oracleinn.com

Open 7 days a week • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

German Weekend!
Come enjoy some authentic German food, beer & wine

November 8, 9 & 10

Closed � anksgiving Day
Live Music 

Every Fri & Sat Night 
7-11 p.m.

(Above map may be found online at 
http://bit.ly/18VuDtD)

By John Hernandez
Nugget
 “Behind every great fortune 
there is a crime.” Honore de 
Balzac
  The second trial of Bob Stew-
art and Ed Fondren was held in 
Oct. 1908 in Florence. It again 
resulted in a hung jury. A third 
trial for both was set for Dec. 
7. It would be delayed until 
the following year. In Globe, 
mid October, Willis Woods 
was indicted on a criminal libel 
charge. The complaint had been 
filed by J.B. Newman. Woods 
had apparently gotten drunk 
and told some bystanders that 
he had been hired by Newman 
and Sheriff Henry Thompson to 
murder George Palmer a lo-
cal miner that was involved in 
litigation with Newman over a 
mining claim. Woods had alleg-
edly gone and warned Palmer 
also. Woods said he was to be 
paid $5,000 for the job. 
  The attorneys in the case an-
nounced that they wanted to 
have the trial end before the 
elections which were com-
ing up in November. Sheriff 

Thompson was running for 
re-election. On Oct. 30, crimi-
nal libel charges were dropped 
against Woods. He had testified 
that George Palmer with an 
attorney had approached him 
and asked him to sign an af-
fidavit saying that Newman and 
Thompson had tried to get him 
to murder Palmer. Palmer alleg-
edly told Woods that if he won 
the lawsuit against Newman, 
he would pay him a good sum 
of money. The Lawyers went 
behind closed doors and when 
they returned they said they 
had come to an agreement, and 
charges were to be dismissed. 
Thompson would easily be re-
elected sheriff of Gila County. 
  Willis Woods was from 
Douglas, Ariz. He had been in 
prison for cattle rustling and 
perjury. He was a member of 
the Alvord-Stiles gang. The 
gang was notorious for cattle 
rustling, armed robberies and 
train robberies in southeastern 
Arizona. Burt Alvord and Billy 
Stiles were former lawmen who 
had become outlaws. Woods 
would be sent to prison for life 

for a murder committed in 1918 
on the Black Canyon Highway. 
He killed a man to steal his 
automobile. He would escape 
from Florence prison in 1921 
but would be captured at the 
Mexican border.     
  On Dec. 23 Fondren and 
Stewart were released on a 
bond of $3,000 each. It was 
not disclosed who paid it. On 
Christmas Day, Stewart was 
celebrating in a saloon in Flor-
ence. He got drunk and was 
overheard by a number of peo-
ple making threats against his 
enemies.  He was arrested and 
returned to the jail in Florence.
  The trials were held in March 
1909. The third trial for the 
murder of A.J. Daggs ended 
in a guilty verdict for Bob 
Stewart. He was convicted 
of second-degree murder and 
sentenced to 25 years. This was 
considered a death sentence as 
Stewart was 45 years old at the 
time. The undoing of Stewart’s 
case was his arrest for threaten-
ings made in the saloon in Flor-
ence. The arresting officer that 
evening was Deputy Sheriff 

Roy Troxell. He would testify 
in court that the evening of 
the arrest, Stewart admitted to 
him that he killed A.J. Daggs. 
Troxell said that Stewart told 
him, “I killed Jack Daggs and 
am damned proud of it.” A 
few minutes later Stewart said, 
“I saw the ____ take his last 
kick,” testified Troxell. After 
the verdict Judge Kent ad-
monished the witnesses for the 
defense saying he believed they 
had perjured themselves. Ed 
Fondren was acquitted of the 
murder of A.J. Daggs. Judge 
Kent then set a trial for Fon-
dren for the murder of George 
Ditmore. 
  In April of 1910, a court date 
was set for Fondren. Newspa-
pers reported that Bob Stewart 
would be the main witness 
against him. It was said that 
Stewart had made a confes-
sion at the prison and said 
that Ed Fondren was involved 
in the killings. Fondren was 
found guilty of Manslaughter. 
It seems that after the acquit-
tal in the Dagg’s case, feeling 
confident that his troubles were 

Superior Massacre Part 4: Would Justice Prevail?

behind him he had admitted 
to Gila County Deputy Sheriff 
Bob McMurray that he had 
participated in the killings. 
McMurray testified in court to 
that fact. Bob Stewart was not 
called as a prosecution witness 
as they believed some of his 
confession to be false. They 
did not specify what part of the 
confession was untrue. On May 
5 Fondren was sentenced to 10 
years in the penitentiary.
  In June 1911, the confession 

of Bob Stewart that was made 
at a release hearing to the Board 
of Control (early version of 
the parole board) was made 
public. The story made front 
page news and excited the resi-
dents of Arizona. The Board of 
Control had been sitting on the 
story for six weeks and since 
then affidavits were received 
to support the story according 
to the Arizona Republican. The 
shocking part of the confession 

Massacre, Page 10



NUGGET | November 2013 	 www.copperarea.com	 5

   natural gas

SAFETY

Whether you’re a Southwest Gas 
customer or not, it’s important 
to know how to recognize and 
respond to a natural gas leak.

lf you suspect a leak:

 ■ Leave the area immediately.

 ■ From a safe place, call 911 and Southwest Gas at 
1-877-860-6020, day or night, whether you’re a 
customer or not. A Southwest Gas representative will 
be there as soon as possible.

 ■ Don’t smoke or use matches or lighters.

 ■ Don’t turn on or off any electric switches, thermostats, 
or appliance controls; or use automated doors.

 ■ Don’t start or stop an engine.

A leak may be present if you:

SMELL: An odor similar to rotten 
eggs, even if it’s faint or momentary.
HEAR: A hissing or roaring sound 
coming from the ground or above-
ground pipeline. 
SEE: Dirt or water blowing into the 
air, discolored vegetation surrounding a 
pipeline, or standing water continuously 
bubbling.

For more information about natural gas pipeline safety, visit 
swgas.com/safety or call 1-877-860-6020.

 
 

Member Tucson Multiple Listing Service

Tri-Com
Real Estate

22 McNab
Parkway

San Manuel
385-4627

Notary 
Public 
Service 

available.

Please consider us if you’re thinking of selling your home. 
Your hometown real estate company is here to help. If you’re 
planning to purchase a home, we’ll be happy to assist you in 
finding the right home with the right financing for your needs. 

TWO BEDROOM, 1 BATH
218 Ave B Immaculate home with remodeled kitchen and bath, dual pane windows, C/L
 fenced back yard, stove and refrigerator. $42,000
TWO BEDROOM, 2 BATH
310 McNab 2 baths, fenced backyard, low care landscaped front yard, double concrete
 drive and appliances. $39,900.
THREE BEDROOM, 1 BATH
210 Douglas This home has remodeled kitchen & bath, C/L fenced backyard, newer carpet,
 stove, frig & so much more! $71,900.
THREE BEDROOM, 1-3/4 BATH
621 5th Ave Remodeled kitchen and bath, fenced front and back yard, carport, covered
 patio, storage shed, stove and dishwasher. $54,900
1016 3rd Ave Remodeled kitchen, new carpet throughout, freshly painted inside and
 outside, storage shed and stove. $44,900.
FIVE BEDROOM, 2 BATH
418 Ave. B A/C, newer furnace. Flooring allowance. $74,000
ORACLE
15 Callas 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3,955 sq. ft. on .96 acres, bordering forest land, custom
 built home with upgrades galore, 2 car garage, swimming pool, courtyard with
	 fountain,	2	fireplaces	and	so	much	more.	$285,000.

SAN MANUEL: 

After hours or evenings call:
PAULA MERTEN-BROKER ......................... 520-471-3085
DAVE MARTIN  ............................................ 520-820-0807
BILL KELLAM .............................................. 520-603-3944
SHARON FLAKE ......................................... 520-483-0657
MIKE GROVER ............................................ 520-471-0171
JENNIFER COX ........................................... 520-730-4515EQUAL 

HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Open Monday-Friday
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

and Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Available by appt. anytime.

REALTOR

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

  SaddleBrooke 
Community Outreach will 
host an event that allows 
you to meet  members and 
officers of this local 501c3 
organization that devotes 
its services to needy 
children in neighboring 
communities.  We are 100 
percent volunteer with no 
paid staff.  
  The event will take 
place Saturday, Nov. 16 
from noon to 3 p.m. at the 
HOA1 Activity Center, 
64518 E. Galveston 
Lane.  There will be 
representatives from 
Kids’ Closet, Teen Closet, 
Education, our food 
programs, and Adopt a 
Family. Our new brochure 
will be available for you to 
take home, and questions 
can be answered about our 
operations and finances. 
Light refreshments will be 
provided.
  Our mission is to make a 
positive impact on the lives 
of needy schoolchildren in 
neighboring communities 
by improving self-esteem, 
school attendance and 
scholastic achievement. 
Our service area begins 
in Catalina and extends 
through Pinal County to 

SBCO hosts ‘meet 
and greet’ Nov. 16

Superior in the north and 
the San Carlos Apache 
Indian Reservation in the 
east. That is a 100 mile 
corridor; it includes 20 
schools, eight districts 
and three counties. We 

touch the lives of over 
4,000 youngsters with our 
combination of programs.
  If you like kids, and 
want to make a difference 
in their lives, take some 

SBCO, Page 12
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SaddleBrooke 

Fall Art & Craft Fair
Saturday, Nov. 2, 2013

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
SaddleBrooke Clubhouse

NEW VENUE! 95+ Vendors
2 Floors of Uniquely Crafted Items
• Food Court • Ample Parking • Elevator •

SERVICE PETS ONLY
Directions: From Oracle Road follow 

SaddleBrooke Blvd. straight to Clubhouse 

Artist James G. Davis’s rendition of White 
Boots, the ghost of San Manuel. 

By John Hernandez
Nugget
  When we were children 
most of us if not all of us 
were afraid of the dark. As 
little ones, we would only 
go to sleep with a night 
light on or after one of our 
parents checked the closet 
and underneath the bed for 
those imaginary phantoms 
that may be hiding there. It 
probably did not help when 
our parents reminded us of 
the “Boogeyman” or the 
Mexican version El Cu-
cuy. Our grandmothers or 
mother uttering the words, 
“The Cucuy is going to get 
you,” kept most of us in 
line. There are versions of 
El Cucuy or the Boogey-
man in nearly every culture 
with the legends going 
back centuries. 
  As adults we grow out 
of our fear of the darkness 
and no longer believe in 
the Boogeyman although 
we continue to remind our 
kids and grandchildren 
when they won’t go to 

sleep or get out of line that 
the Boogeyman is going 
to get them. I never could 
understand how kids could 
be expected to sleep after 
you have told them some-
thing unearthly is going 
to take them away. Even 
as adults there are times 
when being alone in the 
dark can make our minds 
wander to that state of fear, 
where we bring up bad or 
scary memories or imagine 
something that is not there 
or is something there we 
only feel and cannot see, 
perhaps a ghost.
  Recent surveys have 
shown that 45 percent 
of Americans believe in 
ghosts or that the spirits 
of the deceased can come 
back in certain locations 
and situations. There has 
been a growing number 
of television shows about 
hauntings and paranormal 
research groups such as 
Ghost Hunters, A Haunting, 
Most Haunted USA, and 
Ghost Adventures. There 

The story of ‘White Boots’ ghost 
is even a show about a 
paranormal research group 
that looks for ghosts in old 
mines that premiered this 
year, Ghost Mine. 
  There is a local ghost 
story that comes out of the 
San Manuel Magma Cop-
per Mine that has been 
around since the early days 
of the mine and probably 
longer. It is the tale or leg-
end of White Boots. I have 
a faded childhood memory 
of my father mentioning 
something about White 
Boots wandering under-
ground at the San Manuel 
mine. It was when I first 
went to work underground 
for Magma Copper that I 
began to hear more about 
this mythical spirit. 
  The version that I heard 
was that a miner while 
working was involved in 
a bad accident where he 
was cut in half. The upper 
half of his body was found 
but his legs were never re-
covered. Shortly after this, 
it was said that a pair of 
white boots had been seen 
walking (some said float-
ing) along the tracks and 
drifts on all the levels of 
what was then the largest 
underground mine in the 
United States. White Boots 
was said to be searching for 
his body.
  When I first heard the 
story, I thought nothing 
of it. As a new employee 
working as a chute tapper 
on the 2015 level, I be-
lieved it was a story told by 
the older mine workers and 
supervisors to instill some 
fear in us to make us work 
safer and adhere to safety 
regulations. When you are 
over 2,000 feet below the 
surface of the earth it is a 
scary place to begin with. 
Add to that the possibili-
ties of being run over by a 
train or ore cars, crushed 
by falling rock, blown up 
by dynamite, falling down 

a shaft, electrocuted, or 
poisoned by carbon monox-
ide from underground fires 
and you can understand the 
concern for safety.
  Underground mines are a 
dangerous place to work. 
The San Manuel mine had 
its share of tragic accidents. 
According to the Miners 
Memorial in Mammoth, 55 
men were killed  in mining 
accidents in the St. Antho-
ny, Tiger, and San Manuel 
Copper mine, mill, smelter, 
and refinery. One of these 
accidents even involved a 
man being cut in half by 
three runaway loaded ore 
cars in 1956. There was 
no shortage of the spirits 
of dead miners to give rise 
to a tale of ghosts. With 
Halloween coming soon 
and the Mexican holiday 
Dia de los Muertos (Day 
of the Dead), I decided to 
research and write a story 
about White Boots and how 
the legend came to be.
  A few years ago, I hap-
pened upon a painting of a 
dark foreboding figure with 
glowing eyes and wear-
ing a pair of white boots 
in the lobby of Huntington 
Chiropractic in Oracle. The 
painting was titled “White 
Boots” and the artist was 
James G. Davis of Rancho 
Linda Vista in Oracle. I 
had wondered if by some 
chance it was a rendering 
about the ghost of the San 
Manuel mine. I decided to 
start my search there. 
  At Dr. John Huntington’s 
office, the receptionist told 
me that the picture used to 
hang in the lobby but it was 
scaring the children so they 
moved it into one of the 
other rooms. I was allowed 
to take photographs of the 
White Boots painting. Dr. 
Huntington told me that his 
dad Jim had experienced an 
eerie feeling while under-
ground one day that he at-
tributed to a spirit of some 

kind. John also told me 
about a poem that had been 
written entitled “White 
Boots” by William Pitt 
Root, a well known poet 
who had worked under-
ground at the Magma mine. 
  William Pitt Root is a 
freelance writer living in 
the San Juan Mountains 
of Colorado. While living 
in Arizona he commuted 
between Tucson and Man-
hattan where he taught at 
Hunter College for nearly 
a decade. He was the poet 
laureate in Tucson from 
1997 to 2001. He is a friend 
of James Davis whom he 
knew from the University 
of Arizona and the Tucson 
art scene. William also has 
spent time at Rancho Linda 
Vista in Oracle. Root went 
to work underground in the 
San Manuel Magma mine 
as a chute tapper in 1972 
where he stayed just long 
enough to save some mon-

ey to move to California. 
  He says that he did not 
hear much about the ghost 
while working underground 
but learned about the leg-
end from James Davis, 
not so much in words but 
in images. After working 
in San Manuel, William 
could not find a way to 
write about his time spent 
in the mine. It was not until 
he saw a black and white 
painting of White Boots 
by Jim that he was able to 
get a foothold on the whole 
experience that was needed.  
  William believes that, 
“various kinds of people or 
events can serve as mes-
sages or messengers if you 
are open to it.” He refers to 
them as “strange angels” 
and said that Jim Davis and 
White Boots served as his 
strange and liberating an-
gels allowing him to write 
White Boots and several 
other poems about his mine 
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Register Now for
Summer Classes!VETERANS DAYVETERANS DAY

HONORING ALL WHO SERVE  AND HAVE SERVED

Valor      Courage      Sacrifice

Thursday, Nov. 7 | Noon
Aravaipa Campus D Building
80440 E. Aravaipa Rd., Winkelman, AZ 85192

For more information contact Sean Coronel at sean.coronel@centralaz.edu or 520-494-5402

Please join the Central Arizona College family in honoring those who protect and serve: 

Wednesday, Nov. 6 | Noon 
Superstition Mountain Campus East Side of F Building (near flag poles)
805 S. Idaho Rd., Apache Junction, AZ 85119 

CHEN’S
Chinese Bistro

Lunch Combo $5.75
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Enjoy a Beer, 
Wine or Cocktail 

w/your Meal

Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm
Fri-Sat 11 am - 9:30 pm

Sun 12 pm - 9 pm

Largest Takeout Portions in Gold Canyon

480•288•2228
5341 S. Superstition Mountain Dr. #103
Gold Canyon (Basha’s Shopping Center)

E
Kings Ranch Rd.

Gold Canyon

U
S 

60

Apache Junction
W

Superstition
Mtn. Dr.

Chen’s

Basha’s

Getting lost in the 
Copper Corridor ...

Can you guess where in the Copper Corridor 
this photo was taken? If you guessed Globe, 
then you would be right. This is the Old Elks 
Building in downtown Globe and is described 
as the ‘tallest three story building in the world.’ 
Over the next couple of months, the Nugget will 
take our readers on a journey through our cov-
erage area, helping you to ‘Get Lost.’ (Andrea 
Justice photo)

of Magma mine
experiences. His newest 
collection of poems is en-
titled “Strange Angels” and 
is about those messengers 
and messages that have 
touched him. His poem 
“White Boots: Ghost of the 
San Manuel Mine” is in 
his book WHITE BOOTS: 
New and Selected Poems 
of the West. The cover of 
the book is a painting of 
White Boots by James G. 
Davis. William says he has 
learned over the years that 
many mines in the United 
States have their own ghost 
known as White Boots.
  It seems that ghost sto-
ries are common in mines 
in the United States as 
well as other parts of the 
world. Mining is an ancient 
profession dating back to 
prehistoric times. The old-
est mine on archaeological 
record was found in Africa 
and believed to be 43,000 
years old. It was the Ro-
mans that developed large 
scale mining methods and 
used them in the countries 
throughout Europe that they 
conquered. In England the 
Romans mined gold, silver, 
tin and lead often using 
underground mining tech-
niques. It is in England that 
a legend of spirits or mythi-
cal creatures living under-
ground known as “Knock-
ers” grew and would spread 
to America.
  The county of Cornwall 
in England has a long his-
tory of mining. The Cor-
nish people had a legend 
about the Knockers who 
were small gnome-like 
men similar to Ireland’s 
leprechauns. They were 
small impish creatures who 
lived underground and 
committed random acts 
of mischief like stealing 
a miner’s food or tools. 
They were also known to 
warn miners of cave-ins by 
making knocking sounds. 
The knockers were also 

known in Welsh folklore. 
In the 1820s Welsh miners 
brought their stories about 
the Knockers to the coal 
mines of Pennsylvania. 
During the California gold 
rush in the 1840s the min-
ers of Cornwall known as 
“Cousin Jacks” brought 
their legends and culture 
to the goldfields. After the 
gold rush they were sought 
after by mines all over the 
United States including 
Arizona. In Arizona many 
of the silver, gold and cop-
per mines were owned by 
British investors.  
  According to some Cor-
nish folklore the Knockers 
were helpful spirits of min-
ers that had died in previ-
ous accidents in the many 
tin mines in Cornwall. They 

would warn the miners 
of pending disasters. The 
superstitious miners would 
cast the last bite of their 
lunch onto the ground for 
the Knockers as a sign of 
gratitude. They were also 
known to be bad and min-
ers that doubted their power 
or mocked them often met 
with illness, an accident or 
even death. Another tale 
in England was that they 
were the souls of the Jews 
that killed Jesus and were 
enslaved by the Romans 
and forced to work in the 
mines of Britain. They were 
known never to knock on 
Saturday or during Jewish 
holidays. 
  They would be known 
as Tommyknockers in the 

Ghost, Page 8



8	 www.copperarea.com	 November 2013 | NUGGET

Peter H. Kaufer M.D.
Ophthalmology

has office hours at Sun 
Life Family Health Clinic 
in San Manuel. He also 
has office hours in Oro 
Valley and Marana. Call 
(520) 742-1900 for an 

appointment.

 Tucson Eye Physicians is a well established, 
thriving ophthalmology medical practice with 
its office in Tucson and recently added San 
Manuel location. Founded in 1987, Tucson 
Eye Physicians has been providing surgical, 

medical and lens prescription needs to Tucson 
and surrounding communities.

Dr. Peter Kaufer relocated with his wife and 
four children to join the Tucson Eye Physicians 

at the end of 2007 after many years of 
providing excellent care in Pleasanton, 

California.
Dr. Kaufer is available at other locations in the 
Tucson area. Call Tucson Eye Physicians for the 

nearest location.

Sun Life Family Health Center
23 McNab Parkway, San Manuel

~ Other Offices ~
Oro Valley • 13101 N. Oracle Rd.

Marana • 13395 N. Marana Main St.

Call (520) 742-1900 for an appointment with 
Dr. Kaufer in San Manuel or at his other locations.

MOSt iNSuRaNceS accepted
Se habla eSpañOl.

1745 E. Skyline Drive
Tucson, AZ 85718

601 North Broad St.
Globe, Arizona

Sales (928) 425-3157
(800) 278-1897

WWW.MCSPADDENFORD.COM

McSpadden Ford, Inc.
“You’ll Like the Way We Do Business”

Price does not include tax, title, or license.

FALL SPORTS MEANS A NEED FOR 
ROOM TO HAUL THE EXTRA GEAR!
2011 Kia Sorento EX

V6, 2WD, Leather, Panorama Roof, 
Navigation, Premium Sound, 37,185 Miles

Stk # 12162A

Was $25,500

Now $24,900
Was $25,500

Navigation, Premium Sound, 37,185 Miles

Stk # 12162A

Was $25,500
Stk # 12162A

2007 Chevy Suburban 1500 LTZ
5.3L, 4WD, DVD, Leather, 20” Wheels, 

OnStar, 80,630 Miles

Stk # 12047A

Was $26,900

Now $25,900

2007 GMC Yukon SLT
5.3L, 4WD, DVD, Leather, 3rd Row Seat, 

Premium Sound, 91,709 Miles

Stk # 11495A

Kelley Blue Book $27,733

Now $22,900

2004 Nissan Murano SL
3.5L, AWD, Navigation, Leather, Moon Roof, 

Tow Package, 94,159 Miles

Stk # 11948A

Was $13,500

Now $12,500
2011 Ford Edge Limited

3.5L, 2WD, Leather, Navigation, SYNC, 20” 
Wheels, 13,104 Miles

Stk # 12299

Certifi ed Pre-Owned

Just In! $30,900

2011 Ford Explorer XLT
3.5L, 4WD, Leather SYNC, Dual Power Seats, 

21,186 Miles

Stk # T12307

Certifi ed Pre-Owned

Just In! $33,900

2009 Cadillac Escalade
Sport Utility, 6.2L, AWD, Leather, Moon Roof, 

Quad Seating, Navigation, 52,007 Miles

Stk # 12118A

Was $42,500

Now $40,500

Was $26,900

OnStar, 80,630 Miles

Stk # 12047A

Was $26,900
Stk # 12047A

Kelley Blue Book $27,733Kelley Blue Book $27,733
Stk # 11495A

Kelley Blue Book $27,733
Stk # 11495A

Was $13,500Was $13,500
Stk # 11948A

Certifi ed Pre-Owned

Wheels, 13,104 Miles

Certifi ed Pre-Owned
Stk # 12299

Certifi ed Pre-Owned

21,186 Miles

Certifi ed Pre-Owned
Stk # T12307 Stk # 12118A

Was $42,500

Quad Seating, Navigation, 52,007 Miles

Stk # 12118A

Was $42,500
Stk # 12118A

western United States. 
The “Tommy” was prob-
ably added as a reference 
to a person from Britain. 

Tommy was a common 
nickname for a British 
soldier. Belief in the Tom-
myknockers lasted well 
into the 20th century. There 
is a story of a mine in Cali-
fornia that closed down and 
the company sealed the 

mine entrance in 1956. So 
strong was their belief that 
fifth and sixth generations 
of the descendants of the 
Cousin Jacks that worked 
there took up a petition to 
have the entrance reopened 
to let the Tommyknockers 
out so they could travel 
to other mines. The mine 
management is said to have 
actually agreed to do it. 
  The Cousin Jacks were 
not the only immigrants 
to come and work in the 
mines in Arizona. Mexi-
cans, Slavs (mostly Croats 
and Serbs), Italians, Irish 
and other ethnic groups 
were found in the cop-
per mines of Bisbee, 
Clifton-Morenci, Ray, 

Globe-Miami, Superior 
and Jerome. They brought 
their customs, superstitions, 
legends and ghost stories 
with them. Perhaps one of 
their tales was about White 
Boots or maybe he was a 
blend of all their spirits and 
legends.  
  Author Sam Negri in his 
article “White Boots and 
Other Mine Shaft Ghosts” 
says the ghost started out 
in the Miami mine and then 
traveled to Superior and 
San Manuel. In the 1950s 
when the San Manuel 
mine first opened, many 
of the miners that ended 
up there had worked in 
Arizona mines such as 
Miami, Superior, Bisbee, 

Jerome, Clifton-Morenci as 
well as other mines around 
the country and Mexico. 
Negri first heard of White 
Boots after seeing the Da-
vis painting in the lodge at 
Linda Vista Ranch. After 
inquiring about the paint-
ing, Marilyn Nelson, a resi-
dent of the ranch told him it 
was some kind of ghost that 
wanders underground.  
  Mike Herndon a long 
time miner says he heard 
the story in Bisbee and is 
currently writing a book 
about his mine experiences. 
One of his mining stories 
talks about White Boots 
and involves a cruel joke a 
miner was going to play on 
an old miner that believed 

in White Boots. The story 
involved the jokester put-
ting on a skeleton mask and 
hands, turning off his head 
lamp and hiding in an un-
expected place. It’s a good 
story with a twist. You will 
have to read the book to 
find out what happened. 
  Hector Lovemore worked 
at the mine from 1970 to 
1999. His recollections 
about White Boots were 
that the miners and bosses 
seemed to blame old White 
Boots whenever something 
went wrong such as equip-
ment failing to operate or 
breaking down.
  A few paranormal web-
sites have told of some 

Ghost
Continued from Page 7
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Affordable, Independent Living
For Seniors Age 62+

Superior Arboretum
199 W. Gray Drive
Superior, AZ 85173

The best time in life is when you can relax 
and enjoy the good life you have earned. 

Our apartment homes offer a blend of 
comfort, convenience, and affordability!
Some of our amenities & features include:

On-site office
Meals-on-Wheels

Emergency call system
Beautiful mountain views

520-689-8072

Spacious 1-BR floor plans
HUD-subsidized rents

Utility allowances
On-site service coordinator

FREE laundry!!

Call Today!

Superior Arboretum
Ask about 

our move-in 
Specials!

www.ncr.org/superiorarboretum

Backfl ow Assembly Testing
Septic Tank Cleaning Service

Portable Toilets
Complete Line of Plumbing Supplies

Coolers & Cooler Supplies
RV Station: Propane, Water, Waste, Trash

Insured & Bonded

Self Service 
Kiosk available 
24/7 to rent, pay 
or speak to the 
manager in off 

hours.
Open 7 days
8AM to 6PM

CLEAN, CONVENIENT, 
SECURE STORAGE 

SINCE 1997
1898 West Alex Austin Dr.

Oracle, AZ 85623
Please call today for our 

attractive rates.
(520) 896-2694

The Oracle ad - 
1/8 page size 3" x 5”
for July 07 issue

RAMMED EARTH
Solar Homes Inc.
Quentin Branch 520.896.3393
www.RammedEarthHomes.com

Homes for your lifestyle,
designed to stay warm in the winter

and cool in the summer.

T H I N K  G R E E N

AZ Lic. #064669

Arizona
Financial Services
Delivering Financial Services

in Southern Arizona

Warren J. Myers

Phone (520) 385-4725 • Fax (520) 385-2521

Investments
 Mutual Funds
 Variable Annuities
 Fixed Annuities
 529 College Saving Plans
Insurance
 Health Insurance
 Long Term Care
 Medicare Supplement Insurance
 Life Insurance
 Disability Income Insurance
 Youth Policies
 Travel Medical Insurance
 Trip Cancellation Insurance

603 W. 6th Avenue, San Manuel, AZ 85631-1105
Securities offered through Questar Capital Corporation (QCC), Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
Services offered through Questar Asset Management (QAM) a Registered Investment Advisor. 
Arizona Financial Services is independent of QCC and QAM.

Registered Representative
www.warrenjmyers.com

ghost stories reported in 
the Magma mine. One 
story talks about a worker 
being helped by a man 
who worked with him for 
about half an hour. Later 
the worker found out he 
was the only one that was 
working in that area. He 
never saw the man that had 
worked with him again. 
Another story reported that 
miners had spotted lights 
and heard sounds in the 
distance from the area they 
were working at only to 
find out that they were the 
only crew assigned to that 
level.
  There is supposedly a 
ghost called “White Boots” 
in the Climax molybdenum 
mine near Leadville, Colo. 
Someone even wrote a song 
about him. 
  A story which took place 
in 1985 says a worker in 
England at the Goldthorpe 
Yorkshire – Colliery (a 
coal mine and the build-
ings next to it) fled the coal 
fields after seeing a pair of 
disembodied boots mov-
ing toward him as he was 
working deep underground. 
There they called the ghost 
“Walking Boots”. The 

miner never came back to 
work.
  It appears that the legend 
of White Boots did not 
begin at the mine in San 
Manuel which did not come 
into existence until 1954. 
Throughout history mines 
around the world have had 
their own ghost stories and 
legends. Now that the San 
Manuel mine no longer 
exists, does that mean the 
legend of White Boots will 
fade away? I think as long 
as miners continue to labor 
deep within the bowels of 
the earth, digging for the 
precious metals that make 
our lives easier, the story 
will continue. Perhaps new 
legends of ghosts will 
emerge from the deaths of 
a miner’s carelessness, a 
company’s negligence or a 
simple thing as fate.
  There is another legend 
of a ghost that wanders 
along the railroad tracks 
between the mine and the 
area where once two tall 
smokestacks greeted trav-
elers from miles away as 
they headed home. It is a 
benevolent female spirit 
that is known to sometimes 
wander the streets of San 
Manuel. Her legend has 
grown over the years. She 
was known to take care 

of her children and help 
the sick and those in need 
although she called for a 
sacrifice of blood now and 
then. They say she has been 
seen sitting by the Kalama-
zoo ore body yelling down 
to old White Boots through 
the earth into the drifts now 

flooded and caved in, life-
less in the deep darkness. 
“Don’t worry Bootsy,” she 
says, “they will be back one 
day and maybe we can live 
again, maybe it will be like 
it used to be, or never was.” 
They call this old ghost 
“Mother Magma”.         

Ghost
Continued from Page 8
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HELEN VINSON, BROKER, 400-0242
• AGENTS •

BONNIE BUSHEY, 487-9211
ANGIE SALAZ-CONTRERAS, 975-4483 

THERESA TROOP, 400-8292
DIANE ESTRADA, 419-6888

GREG CURTIS, 241-0712
ROBIN SUPALLA, 256-1036

RICK ROY 221-0970

San Manuel

REALTOR

ORACLE OFFICE 1812 W. American Ave. • 896-9099 hv@olhoracle.com • www.OLHoracle.com   Se habla Espanol~

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Oracle Listings  -  Homes
•Beautiful 100 year old oak trees surround this 2 
bdrm, 3 ba block built home on .85 ac. $189,900.
•Incredible remodel 3 bdrm, 3 ba home, everything 
in this home has been redone, upgraded and/or 
replaced. $154,900.
•2 bedrm, 2 ba, quality strawbale constructed 
home on 3.25 ac of wood oak paradise. $280,000.
•Very well maintained 1.25 with 2bd/2ba, rock 
ramada, workshop, new roof. $79,000.

•3bd/2ba home on very private 2.5 ac lot, home 
boarders National Forest, private well. $265,000.
•3bdrm/ 2 ba home on 4.25 acres, property 
is entirely fenced, maximum views of Catalinas 
and Galiuros, many upgrades throughout home. 
$168,000.
•3 bdrm, 2 ba home on 1.25 ac, top of the hill views, 
huge garage. $179,900

LAND LISTINGs NOT IN AD

•4 view lots, nice views, custom home area, boulders and trees, owner may 
carry.  $82,000.
•Great lot in center of Oracle. Ready to build on, utilities at lot 
line. $25,000.
•2 ac. Commercial Property off Francis $165,000.
•11 ac nestled among the oaks, homes only, priced for quick sale. $40,000
•2.5 ac land, borders state land, build your custom home, utilities at 
street. $140,000
•4 beautiful 1 ac home sites, owner may carry, utilities at lot line. 
$79,000. 
•Three 3.3 ac. off Linda Vista starting at $129,900.
•70 AC, great views, high desert vegetation. $300,000.
•Beautiful views from this lot in Oracle, utilities at lot line, Perc test 
done. $69,995.

Surrounding Area
•3bd, 2ba Oak wood kitchen cabinets, dual pane 
windows, m etal roof, well insulated, covered 
porch, private well, barn/storage, 40 plus trees, 
horse property, 2 ac, fenced. $109,500.
•2 large buildings, 6,400 sq. ft., living quarters, 
office space, bathrooms, enclosed patios.  $75,000
•Great lot for MH or site built homes, located 10 
mi. from Oracle Jct, 3.34 acres, very affordable 
with electric at lot line. horses allowed. $29,900
•PRICED REDUCED! Hilltop views, open floor 
plan, custom kitchen cabinets, wood floors, 
fireplace, bay windows, 5 bedrm, 2ba, fenced 
yard, 2 car carport, covered porch. $119,900.
•3 bdrm home with updated kitchen, laundry 
room, covered porches, fenced yard, new 
electric June 2012. $58,500.

•2 view lots, city water, sewer, paved roads, 
make an offer on both lots, and owner will 
make you a deal. $9,000 each.
•3 bedroom, 2ba horse property! Get away from it 
all, 2.5 acres, wood stove, barn, corrals, workshop, 
hay storage, and your own well! $98,000.
•Beautiful views of the Galurio Mountains, 
lots of vegetation & large Saguaros. $10,000
•Great mountain views from this 3.75 ac. 
south of Mammoth. $47,000.
•4 ac in the Redington area, Mesquite trees, 
views, private well & septic. $59,000.
•8.84 ac, can be split, has two building sites, 
saguaro and view. $99,000
•3 bedroom, 2 bath on corner lot, fenced $20,000.

•2.5 ac horse property with great views, site - built 
or MH. $45,000.
•Choose your own parcel from 1.25 to 3.75 
ac., flat, easy to build on, utilities at street. 
$79,900 to $199,000.
Stunning 360 degree views on one of the 
nicest 3 - 4 ac lots in Oracle. $149,000.
•3.31 ac with unbelievable views, located in 
homes only $150,000.
•5 ac parcel mountain views, horse property $59,900 
per 5 ac or $100,000 for 10 ac owner may carry.
•1 ac. in homes only area with fantastic 
views & natural features. $49,900
•Horse Property! Build your home or put a manufactured 
home on this great 3.34 ac parcel. $105,000.
•4 lots, custom home area, submit offers.  2 at 
$32,000, $45,000 or $75,000.
•.69 ac. unique property among custom built 
homes, $49,900.

•Rare 40 ac parcel, elevation at 4800 ft offers cool 
summers, own private well and eletric at property 
line, boarders State land, owner carry considered, 
$289,000 or 20 ac with well for $170,000.
•7.14 ac. in Oracle with 360 deg. views. Can be 
split, horses allowed, MH or site built ok. $150,000.
•1.25 to 10 ac., buy part or whole, has excellent 
well, borders State land, no financing necessary, 
owner will cary.  $32,000 - $125,000.
•Premium lot with boulders, 1.04 acres of 
outstanding views, beautiful sunrises and 
sunsets. $65,000.
•1.04 ac premium lot, custom home area, 
views, views views! $65,000.
•One acre with  boulders, trees and views, new 
access off Linda Vista, boulders, views, trees. $84,000
•1.36 ac. custom home lot with view, boulders, oaks 
and more. $100,000.

Oracle-Land

Surrounding Listings not in Ad

•Privacy, great views, remodeled home with newer roof, skylights, 
oak kitchen cabinets, front porch, deck above carport. $85,000.
•2 parcels on the east side of the San Pedro River near Sacaton. 2 - 
40 ac. parcel for $120,000.
•Just under 44 acres for your own little ranch, hilltop location 
south of Mammoth. $322,503
•Great location for any business located on Hwy 77. $65,000.
•9.88 ac. with lots of mature Mesquite trees, 1/2 interest in well, 
septic installed. $48,000.
•Great Investment Opportunity! 212 - 228 S. Main St. 
Mammoth.  $180,000.
•4 lots with great mountain views, lots range from .34 to .60 
ac. Lot 2 is $12,500, other lots are $14,500.
•20 ac. of flat usable land on Florence Highway, 2 wells, 
completely fenced. $189,900.
•3bd, 1 3/4 1412 sq. ft., new metal roof, energy efficient 
windows, garage, front trees, views. $88,000.
•3-lots to choose from. Hill top views shared well, horse property, 
leveled off areas for home sites. Two lots $50,000 each & one lot 
$70.000.
•Secluded area with great views, being sold as is for value of 1.3 
acres. $39,000.

•Reduced move-in ready, 3 bd/2ba Seller will 
pay $2,000 of buyer’s closing costs. $126,000.
•Start living the dream, turnkey restaurant at 
a price you can’t beat. Call (520) 400-0242 to 
see today. $195,000.
•2ba, 1 ba home, includes upgraded electrical, 
gorgeous mountain views, great price with 
some updating this will make a great starter 
home or investment property. $29,900.

•Well kept home remodeled kitchen & 
bathroom, large storage workshop, fenced 
back yard. $65,000.
•Newly remodeled home, new plumbing, painted 
inside and outside, wood kitchen cabinets, very 
private backyard. $68,500
•Charming home on 40 AC home and well is solar 
powered, beautiful views, horse property, can be 
split. $275,000.

2705 W Beverly Circle MLS#: 
21326814  
Beautifully remodeled home on fenced, very 
useable 1.3 acre lot. All new flooring with 18'' 
diagonal tiles. Painted inside and out. Wide 
open floor plan with large kitchen with dark 
rich cabinets and granite counter tops. Huge 
laundry room. Master bedroom and kitchen 
have awesome tongue & groove ceilings. Home 
has porches on all 4 sides to enjoy sunsets and 
mountain views. Best buy in town! $219,000

32622 S Redington Rd      MLS#: 21326535  
One of a kind straw bale home with artistic 
touches throughout, such as stained glass, 
murals, and custom tile and glass bathroom 
floors. throughout the home. Endless views 
which are truly stunning from every window and 
over 50 saguaro. Overflowing artesian well on 
solar pump provides 35 GPM. Solar powered 
gate. Recently remodeled with a dining room 
and laundry room addition. Metal roof, concrete 
driveway, greenhouse. Property includes 2 
additional 2 acre parcels with pads and water. 
Borders state land. $349,000

was that Bob Stewart said that 
the murder of Daggs and Dit-
more was incited and planned 
by Sheriff Henry Thompson of 
Gila County and J.B. Newman.
  Stewart claimed that he; Ed 
Fondren, Sheriff Thompson 
and J.B. Newman were the 
owners or claimants of some 
valuable mining properties near 
Superior. They had been in-
volved in litigation with Daggs 
over the properties for some 

time. A plan was developed to 
kill Daggs. Ed Fondren had 
backed out and Deputy Sheriff 
Bob McMurray took his place. 
McMurray was Thompson’s 
brother in law and cousin. 
  McMurray and Stewart con-
cealed themselves along the 
trail they knew that Daggs 
and Ditmore would be taking 
on their way back from the 
Dagg’s claim. When Daggs and 
Ditmore approached the place 
where Stewart and McMurray 
were concealed, Stewart rose 
from behind a rock and shot 
Ditmore in the head with his 

shotgun. Daggs was on horse-
back and jumped to the ground, 
pulling his pistol and approach-
ing Stewart. He was shot by 
McMurray from behind cover. 
Ditmore had drawn his pistol 
and fired twice at Stewart but 
missed. Stewart shot Ditmore 
again with the shotgun inflict-
ing a mortal wound. McMurray 
apparently was not seen by 
Ditmore or Daggs as he had 
remained hidden behind some 
rocks. After disposing of the 
bodies they walked to Stewart’s 
cabin and finished off a bottle 
of whisky they had drunk from 

before the shooting to calm 
their nerves.
  Stewart said that Ed Fondren 
was convicted at the insistence 
of Thompson and Newman. 
They have been attempting to 
patent some valuable property 
owned by Fondren. He also 
said that it is a matter of record 
that Newman and Thompson 
have partnered with Hugh 
Daggs, the son of the murdered 
Daggs to obtain all the property 
that was involved in the bloody 
dispute. Fondren’s mining 
claims were being managed by 
his niece who had come from 
Texas to help him. 
  Sheriff Thompson said the 
charges were groundless, that it 
was a plot by Stewart to black-
mail him and Newman. He 
believed that they were selected 
because of their antagonism 
towards A.J. Daggs and inter-
est in the mining claims. Hugh 
Daggs said, 
“He has taken no stock in the 
story, believing the prison-
ers are willing to do almost 
anything to gain their liberty.” 
Daggs made no statement con-
cerning the allegations that he 
had partnered with Newman 
and Thompson. The Arizona 
Republican defended Henry 
Thompson saying his record 
as sheriff was a long and hon-
orable one although because 
of the serious nature of the 
allegations, a “most rigid and 
impartial investigation must 
be made.” It is not known if an 
investigation was ever initiated 
or completed. 
  On Dec. 22, 1911 Sheriff 
Thompson shot and killed 
Mike Jurasco, a bartender, 
allegedly for resisting arrest. 
Newspapers said that Thomp-
son had gone to the bar to ar-
rest Jurasco for selling liquor 
to Indians, a minor charge. 
Thompson said Jurasco fired 
first. Thompson was arrested 
by Deputy Haynes. Mike Juras-
kovich known as Jurasco was 
from Montenegro. The Co-
conino Sun newspaper reported 
the story that Thompson shot 
Jurasco after Jurasco struck 
him with a club.
  The Weekly Journal-Miner 
newspaper in Prescott reported 
on Jan. 5, 1912 that Sheriff 
Henry Thompson had been 

exonerated by the Coroner’s 
jury on Dec. 26. A statement 
issued through Thompson’s 
attorney said that the “killing 
of the bartender was in self 
defense, necessary and entirely 
justifiable.” The attorney went 
on to give Thompson’s version 
of the story. 
  “Mr. Thompson and Mr. Tem-
ple entered the Globe Saloon 
and while in there saw the bar-
tender filling a beer bottle with 
whisky, which they say after-
wards, saw the bartender pass 
to an Indian at the rear door 
of the saloon. Mr. Thompson 
then said to Mr. Temple: ‘You 
take the bartender and I will 
get the Indian.’ Thompson then 
started for the Indian but the 
Indian closed the door behind 
him. While Thompson was in 
the act of opening the door, he 
heard a scuffle and, looking 
around, saw that the bartender 
had Temple on the floor be-
tween the front and back bars. 
Thompson ran to about the 
center of the front bar and the 
bartender stooped and picked 
up something from the back 
bar and then struck Thompson 
over the head with it. Thomp-
son was sinking behind the 
front bar and the bartender then 
fired two shots. The bartender 
started around to the front of 
the bar where Thompson was, 
but Thompson met him at the 
end of the bar and they were 
out in the open when two shots 
were fired. One shot was fired 
by the deceased, and one from 
Thompson’s gun which killed 
the deceased.” 
  “Mr. Thompson was looking 
for another party for whom he 
had a warrant and asked Mr. 
Temple to accompany him 
through that end of the town. 
Neither of the officers knew 
the bartender and entered the 
saloon looking for the man for 
whom they had the warrant.”
  There were others in Globe 
that believed the killing of 
Jurasco was unjustifiable. On 
Jan. 4, 1912 Sheriff Thompson 
resigned his position at the 
request of the County Board 
of Supervisors. Earlier in the 
day a grand jury had indicted 
Thompson and Harry Temple 
for the murder of Mike Jurasco. 
Deputy Frank Haynes was 

appointed to take Thompson’s 
place as Sheriff. Haynes would 
later become Thompson’s son 
in law. Sheriff Haynes would 
be appointed as a U.S. Marshal 
in 1917. He would participate 
in the Power Shootout in the 
Galiuro Mountains in 1918. 
He was the only surviving law 
man of this famous gun battle. 
Thompson had been sheriff for 
seven terms. 
  On Feb. 14, 1912 the Terri-
tory of Arizona became a state. 
Thompson and Temple would 
be tried in Globe in May. On 
May 21, 1912, former Sheriff 
Henry Thompson and Special 
Deputy Harry Temple were 
acquitted. The May 24 edi-
tion of the Graham Guardian 
reported that the case was 
submitted to the jury at 4:45 
p.m. and the verdict returned 
at 5 p.m. In the book “Sheriff 
Thompson’s Day” by Jess G. 
Hayes, Hayes says that Sheriff 
Thompson and Harry Temple, a 
railroad watchman had gone to 
the Globe Saloon to celebrate 
the coming holiday. They had 
exchanged drinks with many of 
the saloon’s patrons. During the 
wee hours of the evening after 
most of the patrons had left, 
Mike Jurascovich was killed 
by a single shot fired by Sheriff 
Thompson. Just what happened 
that night may never be known.
  This incident ended Thomp-
son’s political and law enforce-
ment career at age 51. He 
would however be a successful 
businessman with holdings in 
cattle ranching, real estate and 
mining. He would also work 
for the Highway Department. 
Thompson is said to have had 
more arrests and convictions 
and served longer than any 
other territorial sheriff in Ari-
zona.
  During the first week of Aug. 
1912, it was reported that the 
Calumet and Arizona Cop-
per Company of Bisbee had 
purchased 81 claims from four 
mining groups in Superior. 
The largest group of claims, 
the Cobre-Verde property was 
owned by Hugh Daggs and 
Attorney P.H. Hayes of Phoe-
nix and Henry Thompson and 
Jack Newman of Globe. The 
four owners of this group of 

Massacre, Page 11

Massacre
Continued from Page 4



NUGGET | November 2013 	 www.copperarea.com	 11

FREE ADS!
Non-commercial word ads are 
free for items up to $500. Free
ads are limited to 20 words. *

Details
If your ad is more than 20 words, 
the charge is $5 for another 10 
words. **

Business
All commercial ads are a flat 
$5.00 for 10 words.**

* Rates are per month. Free ads  must be 
resubmitted each month for inclusion.
*Please note, ads are charged in 10 word 
increments whether or not you use all 10 words.

Place an Ad
Call:

(520) 385-2266
Email:

miner@MinerSunBasin.com

Sell your CAR 
in the Nugget!

$2000 
Per month. 

Send a picture and 10 
words about your car to
miner@copperarea.com

Place your 
free word 
ad today! Business Services

Fitness/Beauty

Business Opportunity

Meeting Notices

Advertise 
your 

business or 
service  
here

for $50!

$50 buys 
three 

months in 
the 

Nugget

Real Estate
uGeneral Real Estate 
57 ACRES, $57,900. Prescott area, Ruger Ranch. 
Electric, private road, mountain top with amazing views. 
1st come basis. Financing & ADWR report available. 
Call AZLR 1-866-632-0877. (AzCAN) 
LENDER REPO SALE. 10 acres, $14,900 (original 
price $24k). Show Low, Windsor Valley Ranch. Beautiful 
high elevation land, quiet county maintained road with 
electric. Minutes to fishing, nearby skiing, must hurry. 
Financing & ADWR report available. Call AZLR 1-866-
552-5687. (AzCAN) 
ADVERTISE YOUR HOME, property or business for 
sale in 84 AZ newspapers. Reach over 1 million readers 
for ONLY $330! Call this newspaper or visit: www.
classifiedarizona.com. (AzCAN)  

Instruction

Call 
(520)

385-2266
To Place 
Your Ad 
Today!

MiscellaneousATTN: 29 SERIOUS PEOPLE to work from anywhere 
using a computer. Up to $1500-$5000 PT/FT. www.
pticoncepts.com. (AzCAN) 

ADVERTISE YOUR JOB Opening in 84 AZ 
newspapers. Reach over 1 million readers for 
ONLY $330! Call this newspaper or visit: www.
classifiedarizona.com. (AzCAN) 
METAL STUD FRAMERS, Drywall Hangers and Tapers 
needed for commercial projects. Phoenix metropolitan 
area. Must be experienced & own tools. Hiring 
immediately. Call 602-716-0632. (AzCAN) 
EARN $500 A-DAY: Insurance Agents Needed; Leads, 
No Cold Calls; Commissions Paid Daily; Lifetime 
Renewals; Complete Training; Health/Dental Insurance; 
Life License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020. (AzCAN)
GORDON TRUCKING, INC. CDL-A Drivers Needed! 
A better Carrier. A better Career. Full time, Part time 
positions. Consistent Miles & Time Off! Full Benefits, 
401k, EOE. Call 7 days/wk! GordonTrucking.com 866-
837-5997. (AzCAN)

Nugget Classified Keep it!
Fix it!
Use it!

Rick’s
Antiques
896-0907

Help Wanted

TV Retailer. Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & 
High Speed Internet starting at $14.95/month (where 
available.) SAVE! Ask About SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 1-800-318-1693.  (AzCAN)
Over 140 channels only $29.99 a month. Call Now! 
Triple savings! $636.00 in Savings, Free upgrade to 
Genie & 2013 NFL Sunday ticket free!!  Start saving 
today! 1-800-644-2857. (AzCAN)

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 40 Pills + 4 FREE for 
only $99. #1 Male Enhancement! Discreet Shipping. 
Save $500. Buy the Blue Pill Now! 1-800-404-0630. 
(AzCAN) 
PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL MESH?  Did you undergo 
transvaginal placement of mesh for pelvic organ 
prolapse or stress urinary incontinence between 2005 
and the present?  If the mesh caused complications, 
you may be entitled to compensation.  Call Charles H. 
Johnson Law and speak with female staff members 
1-800-535-5727. (AzCAN) 

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES needed! Train to 
become a Medical Office Assistant. No experience 
needed! Online training at SC Train gets you Job 
Ready! HS Diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed! 1-888-
926-6058. (AzCAN)
AIRLINES ARE HIRING. Training for hands on Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA approved program. Financial 
aid if qualified. Housing available. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 866-314-5370. (AzCAN) 

Help Wanted
ENTER TO WIN A CUSTOM OC Chopper! Southwest 
Truck Driver Training. GI Bill accepted! Use your GI Bill 
to get your CDL and EARN $35K your first year! Pre-
Hire letters before you even begin training! Call today 
for info and details on how to win an OC Chopper!! 
Phoenix: 602-904-6602 OR Tucson: 520-216-7609. 
www.swtdtveterans.com. (AzCAN) 

mining claims were to receive 
$500,000. One month later, Ed 
Fondren was recommended for 
parole by the Board of Control. 
Governor G.W.P. Hunt ap-
proved his release. The same 
day it was reported that he 
received another shock as he 
received a letter from his niece 
informing him that an offer 
of $100,000 was made for his 
mining claims in Superior. One 
newspaper said, “Every law 
abiding citizen in Arizona is or 
will be suffering from a shock,” 
referring to the release of Fon-
dren. It was also reported that 
his claims were in the group 
recently taken over by the 
Calumet and Arizona Copper 
Company. 
  Bob Stewart entered the Ter-
ritorial prison on April 7, 1909 
under a 25 year sentence. It was 
reported that in 1913, he was 
working on a ranch in Florence 
as a trustee. He was paroled 
by Governor Hunt on Dec. 12, 
1914 having served five years 
in prison. He was arrested for 
disorderly conduct and sent 
back to the prison for a short 
while. On Dec.  6, 1916 he was 
granted a full pardon by Gov-
ernor Hunt. The Coconino Sun 
reported that Stewart was living 
in the Superior area in a cabin 
on one of the Daggs mining 
claims “from which he refuses 
to be ejected by the son of the 
man he killed.” There was 
some irony in the releases of 
both men convicted of the mur-
ders of A. J. Daggs and George 
Ditmore by Governor Hunt. 
Hunt was known to be sympa-
thetic to the Graham cause dur-
ing the Pleasant Valley War. He 
had lived with his wife on the 
Middleton ranch for a while. 
This ranch was where some of 
the Graham faction were killed. 
Hunt also had ties to Jack New-
man and Sheriff Thompson 
having lived in Globe for many 
years. Hunt also ran on the 
same Gila County Democratic 
ticket for recorder at the same 
time Ed Tewksbury ran for 
Globe constable and Henry 
Thompson for sheriff.
  In Aug. 1919 newspapers 

reported that one of the largest 
mining deals in copper property 
in Arizona was recently con-
summated. Thirty-two claims 
owned by the Consolidated 
Holding Company were sold 
to the Grand Pacific Group. 
“These claims, popularly 
known as the Dagg’s group, 
were located in 1899 by A.J. 
Daggs. They are located adja-
cent to the Grand Pacific Group 
already owned by the purchas-
ing syndicate, are about one 
mile from the Superior mine, 
and near the famous Magma 
Mine.”
  “The purchasers were repre-
sented by J.C. Denton, General 
Manager of the Grand Pacific 
Copper Company, and the lo-
cal interests by Hugh Daggs 
and P.H. Hayes, president 
and secretary of the holding 
company. The four original 
claims were long worked as 
silver mines without regard to 
the copper possibilities. At one 
time the Monte Carlo and the 
Touchnot claims were exten-
sively worked for silver, which 
was hauled to Tempe, the town 
of Superior not being in exis-
tence.” 
  “The property just sold has 
an interesting and, in places a 
tragic history. Worked in part 
as a silver property for years, 
sold and resold, titles contested 
in court, and murders on ac-
count of the value of the claims 
all enter into its history.” The 
Daggs group of claims would 
eventually become part of 
Magma Copper and are now 
owned by Resolution Copper. 
  An interesting side note is that 
J.C. Denton the wealthy mine 
promoter was murdered in Los 
Angeles in 1920. His body was 
found buried inside of a house 
he was renting. A woman that 
had been staying at the house 
and some co-conspirators 
were arrested for the murder. 
The motive was robbery. P.H. 
Hayes, Hugh Daggs partner 
and the defense attorney for 
Bob Stewart and Ed Fondren 
represented Denton’s daughter 
in the estate hearing. 
Author’s note:
  When I started this story, I 
assumed it would be a short 
simple story about a murder 
over a mining claim with a 

quick arrest and the perpetra-
tors brought to justice. As I read 
more newspaper articles from 
the times and researched more 
about the characters involved, 
it became more of a mystery 
story. I wondered if there was a 
conspiracy involving some of 
the most powerful men in the 
area behind the killings. Surely 
there were many unanswered 
questions which if one had 
more time to research would 
make for an even more inter-
esting story or book. It would 
be interesting to read the court 
transcripts about the Daggs and 
Ditmore killings. Was there 
ever an investigation conducted 
on the allegations made by 
Bob Stewart about Sheriff 
Thompson, Deputy McMurray 
and J.B. Newman? Did Bob 
Stewart retract his statements? 
Who were the prominent men 
and jurors in Globe that signed 
a petition to have Newman 
released after serving one year 
in prison for attempted murder 
and why? What happened to 
Newman’s victim J.C. Evans? 
When did Hugh Daggs become 
partners with Newman and 
Thompson and why? Did he 
do it to have financial support 
against his powerful uncles 
when contesting his father’s 
estate? Why select P.H. Hayes, 
the defense attorney of the two 
men that murdered his father as 
a partner?
  The court transcripts and 
police reports of the killing 
of Mike Jurasco could maybe 
shed some light on what really 
happened in the Globe Saloon 
that December morning. Why 
was Bob Stewart after his re-
lease from prison, allowed to 
live on Daggs’ property? Was 
he working there? Was this part 
of some deal he made to get 
released? The timing of Fon-
dren’s prison release and the 
sale of his mining property is 
suspect. None of the characters 
involved were angels by any 
means, including the murder 
victims. It is clear that some 
men got rich from obtaining the 
property and the mining claims 
continued to produce over 100 
years, making money for the 
owners. What wasn’t clear was 
who were the villains and were 
there any good guys?

Massacre 
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Hours: Tues-Thurs 11am ‘til 9pm, 
Fri. & Sat. 11am ‘til 10pm, Sun. 11am ‘til 9pm

CATERING AVAILABLE

� anksgiving Feast

Traditional 
American with 

a Touch of 
Italian Bu� et 

$22.95/adults; 
Kids 10 & under $8.95

� anksgiving day hours:
10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

RESERVE TODAY

& Ristorante

www.nonnamarias.com

2161
Rockcliffe Blvd.

Oracle
896-3522

2161
Rockcliffe Blvd.

Oracle
896-3522

Open: Tues-Fri 10am to 2pm
& Sat 9am to 2pm

Donations Accepted:
Mon-Sat 8am to 3pm

GoldenGooseAZ.com
520-825-9101

The Golden Goose Thrift Shop is a 501(c)3 non-profit charitable organization.

Bring in this coupon for

20% off
any one regularly priced item*

*Excluding Jewelry and Vintage Antiques & Collectibles. 
Coupon expires 11/30/13

15970 N. Oracle Rd., Catalina, AZ
We now accept and pick up clothing donations.

Entertaining this 
Thanksgiving?

The Goose has you 
covered!

Thanksgiving Decor, Tableware, 
Kitchenware, Cookbooks, Candles ... 
Everything you need to entertain and 

celebrate the holiday!

time on Saturday, Nov. 16 
and visit us at the activity 
center. This opportunity is 
open to anyone interested 
in learning more about 
community outreach, and 
ways to participate.
  At that meeting we 

Ken Siarkiewicz and Willie Reich.  Willie is the Director of Membership and 
Ken is part of the Membership committee.

welcome nonperishable 
food items suitable for 
our Thanksgiving food 
baskets that are distributed 
in the Tri Community area 
of Oracle, San Manuel 
and Mammoth. Items 
like canned vegetables, 
cranberry sauce, and 
stuffing mixes will help 
us prepare more than 30 

baskets. 
  Willie Reich, director 
of membership would 
appreciate an RSVP by 
Nov. 5 in order to have 
sufficient refreshments 
for everyone. She can be 
reached at 825-0117, or 
email joewil@wbhsi.net.
  Come to meet us! It is all 
about the kids…

SaddleBrooke Community Outreach Meet & Greet
Where: HOA1 Activity Center, 64518 E. Galveston 
Ln., SaddleBrooke
When: Saturday, Nov. 16, 2013, noon to 3 p.m.
Cost: Free

Please RSVP to 520-825-0117 by Nov. 5

SBCO
Continued from Page 5


